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mention, on hehalf of the House, that
the late Mr. Piesse and his family bave
been associated with the publie life of
Western  Australia  for many, many
yvears, and that he, as well as his late
brother, rendered very signal service to
the development of the State. Thongh
probably he was not in agreement with
many who hold similar opinions in this
Chamber, he was, I believe I may say, a
friend to every man, and he always pur-
sued that course whieh in his opinion
was most caleulated to preserve and ad-
vance the hest interests of Western Aus-
tralia. It may be remembered of him
that what he did, he did well, and with
all his heart. Y join with the Premier and
the leader of the Opposition in expres-
sing to the bereaved relatives and friends
my heartfelt svmpathy. I ask hon. mem-
bers to rise and carry the motion,

Question put and passed ; members
standing.

ADJOURNMENT —SPECIAL,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan): I
move—
That the House at its rising adjourn
until Thursday, 16th July, at 4.30 p.m.
In submitting the motion, may T explain
to hon. members that it is usual to ad-
journ, out of respect for the memory of
an hon. member whether he is a member
of this House or of another place, over
one sifting day. On this oceasion, how-
ever, owing to the fact that the funeral
will he held at Wagin and that T am in-

formed by the leader of the Opposition:

that most of the members sitting on that
side of the House are desirous of attend-
ing the last rites at Wagin, rendering it
" impossible for them to return in time to
be present ab a meeting of the House
. to-morrow, and as, further, some mem-
bers on this side of the House desire to
attend, we have thought it well that the
House should adjourn until Thursday
next. May I also mention that a special
train will leave Perth this evening, reach-
ing Wagin at 7.30 to-morrow morning
and returning to Perth to-morrow after-
noon, thereby enabling members to reach

357

the City at about half-past ten to-morrow
might, T hope those arrangements will be
found satisfactory, amd will meet the
wishes of hon. members generally. I
recognise that at this stage time is very
valuable; but, under the circumstances, it
seenis to me that we eould not have done
either any less or any more for the pur-
pose of meeting the exigencies of the
oceasion.

Question passed.

Fouse adjourned at 4.44 p.m.
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The PRESIDLENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE DAIRY FARM,
BRUNSWICK.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (for Hon.
A. G. Jenking) asked the Colonial Sec-
relary: 1, Has any officer of the Health
Department reported on the Brunswick
State dairy farm during the past two
years? 2, If so, the name of the officer
or officers who so reported? 3, Will the
Minister lay the repori or reports (if
any) on the Table of the House?

The COLONAIL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Inspector Higgs, 20th
Novenber, 1912; Inspector Berry, 12th
November, 1913; Inspector Higgs, 20th
May, 1914. 3, No objection to reports
being tabled: they are tabled in green in
file herewith,
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PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: Reporls of
health oflicers on the Brunswick State
dairy farm,

ELECTORAL—SOUTH-EAST PRO-
VINCE.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY
{Hon, J. M. Drew} moved—

That, owing to the death of the late
. A. Piesse, a member for the South-
Fast province, the seat to be declared
vacan!, and that the DPresident be au-
thorised lo issue a warrant to the clerk
of writs for the election of a member
lo supply the vacancy.

Question passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day—Conclusion.
Debate resumed from the 9th July.

Hon. W. PATRICK {Ceniral): I
_join with oiher members who have spoken
in all ihe nice things said about new
members, and at ihe same time I regret
the absence of those members who had
been with us so long.  No doubt the
greatest loss we have suffered for many
vears past has been the death of the late
Hon. C. A, Piesse. I am sure we will all
migs his stalwart figure, his kindly greet-
imes and his charming personality, Te
was a man we could ill-afford to lose, a
man of wide svinpathy, of big ideas and
of big achievemenis. We will all miss
him very muech from the House. In
looking through ithe Governor's Speech,
I, like other members, consider that some
of the most important malters concerning
the Siate have been omitted from that
doeument. Therefore, 1 do not intend to
go throngh the different atters men-
tioned in the order in which they are
given, bul will simply ireat of a few
malters concerning the State in the order
in which I bave noted them down. The
first is that of the mining industry. Al-
though the statistics for the present year
are not favourable, showing as they do
some decline as compared with last year,
still, T have great hopes in the mining in-

[COUNCIL.]

dustry of Western Ausiralia. A few
weeks ago I had the pleasure of travelling
with His Fxeelleney ihe Governor and
the Colonial Seeretary on the Murehison,
and although I had been there on a pri-
vate 1rip within twelve months, I noticed
immensge improvemenis in the mines at
Magner, at Cue, and at Day Dawn, and
espectally at Meekatharra. 1 am quite
convinged that the outpnt of gold from
the Murchison will in the near future
more than make up for the deeline in
olher porlions of the State. The pro-
spects, especially at the Great Fingall
and the mines associated with it at Cue
and Day Dawn, give me great hopes of a
large increase in the output of gold with-
in the next few months. I was pleased
to notice at the Great Fingall that they
have established a ventilating plant some-
thing on the lines of those used in the
coal mines in different parts of the world.
Lut which represents, I understand, an
innovation as far as gold mines are con-
corned. The result is that the mipers in
the deepest levels of that great mine will
now enjoy fresh nir. Moreover, within
the last week or Lwo the night shift has
been abandoned at the Great Fingall; so
that mine, instead of as in the past hav-

-ing a bad name for mortality, is more

than likely to be regarded in the future
us one of the healthiest mines in the
Htate.  A'r. Ardagh said that the pre-
sent Government had done more for the
furmers than had any previous (Govern-
ment. [ cannot altogether agree wilh
that stalement. My impression is that, if
lie had used the word “done” in the sense
of the Covernment having “done” the
farmers, he would have been somewhere
nearer the truth. Last year it was heart-
rending to hear of (he number of caveats
lodged ngainst farm leases, and the num-
her of hills of sale taken over farmers’
growing crops.  The effect of these
eaveals and bills of sale was in most in-
stances to eompletely destroy the farm-
ers’ ecredif. T am perfectly aware that
the Government sent round the Com-
missioner for the Wheat Belt—I believe
he was chairman of the distressed farm-
ers’ wheat fund—specially to eollect bills
of sale over the pgrowing crops of those
farmers who were in diffieulties. It
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seemed {o me it was not at all the proper
position for any Government to take up;
nor have the results been at all satisfac-
lory to my mind, I may say that the bills
of =ale over the growing crops were
granted by the farmers to Mr., Sutton as
representing the Minister for Lands, and
My, Sutton was anthorised to divide the
money among the creditors of the farm-
ers, veserving a portion for the Govern-
ment by way of pavment of rent, of in-
lerest io the Agrieultural Bank, and for
seed wheat and manure. I have bhefore
me an instance which shows how this sys-
tem worked out. It seems to me the
farmer referred to in this instanee was
reduced to a most miserable eondition in-
deed.  Tis wheat realised £187 1s. 5d.,
and out of that money the Government
paid £97 to different credilors, and re-
served, for the Lands Department,
£49 19s, 114.; for the Agrieuliural Bank
£10 0s. 2d.; and for the Agrieultural
Depariment, £30 2s. 9d, or in all,
90 2. 10d. That is to say, that practi-
cally the Government took half of this
poor farmer’s e¢rop and there was nothing
left for the man himself. How he has
managed 1o live sinece then I have no
idew. At any rate, the whole of the pro-
ceeds of this man’s erop was divided
among a few creditors, and the Govern-
ment took practically one-half of it. T
understand that this is typical of a great
many cases of farmers who are in diffi-
culties. Some 20 or 25 years ago, in
South Australia, when the farmers strueck

one or two very bad seasons, the
Government in that State advaneed
seed wheat. They asked for no se-

curity; they simply told the farmers,
“Pay it when yon ean, and if you
cannof pay it at all, we will wriie it
off.” The result was that those South
Australian farmers were in a position
to earry on their operations with-
out any danger from their ereditors.
I tlnnk they might have done the same in
thizs State. I consider that the farmers
were very cruclly ireated, instead of be-
ing well treated. Another way in which
the farmers had been “so well treated”
was the proposal last vear for a land and
Income Tax Bill. By that measure, the
farmers would if il had become law prae-

tieally have lud to pay a double land tax.
I consider that they are quile enough
taxed already, without having any fur-
ther imposition of lhis sort placed upon
them, The Commissioner of Railways
(Mr. Short) advised the Govermment {hat
under the then existing freights, manures
were being earried at a loss and that the
same thing was vecurring with regard to
Collie coal. The freight on manures was
raised for ihe farmer, but the freight on
Collie coal was not raised. I de not think
this reqnires any one lo do wmore than
just read between the lines. In the one
case the miners on the Collie coal field
and those inierested in the fiedd were the
supporters of the Government, while on
the other bhand it was assumed by the
Governmeni that the farmers were their
opponents. At any rate, whilst they in-
creased the freight on the manures, to the
extent that this inerease realised some
£30,000 or £404,000, the freight on the
Collie coal was left as it was, notwith-
standing the advice of tlhe Commissioner
of Hailways. Yo my mind, Mr, Presi-
dent, it is a case of the grossest injus-
tice on the one hand, and of class favour-
itism on the other.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: They have ap-
pointed a Commisgion on the Collie coal
question.

Hon. W. PATRICK: 8o far as that
Commission is concerned, it will, in my
opinion, only help to swell the deficit. I
believe that is the only resnlt which will
be likely to be derived from (hat Com-
mission. Furthermore, all that was neces-
sary to be known about Collie coal was
made known a few years ago by Dr. Jack
and I consider that the money spent on
this Royal Commission 15 simply being
wasted, In reference to the land lax,
the hon. Mr. Dodd said in his speech last
week that he was quite in favour of abeo-
lishing exempfions. He believed that
the public ereated what was called the
unearned inerement, and that conse-
quently they were enlitied to be taxed
upon the nalural inereases in values.
This unearned Increment is always
trotted out when land taxation is talked
about, I may say that some 30 or 40
vears azo I was a believer ‘in the un-
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earned increment fad myself, but I did
not know anything ahout it at the time.
While it may be just and wise to talk
about the laxation of unearned incre-
ments in a country sueh as the 0ld Coun-
try, where the people are generally all
engaged in manufacturing industries, and
where the wealth is undoubtedly ereated
by the congregalion of people togsther,
it is a totally different thing in a new
country like this, where the people go out
into the wilderness and transform land
which is worthless at the outset into valu-
able property, and to the gain of the
State in general, No man is sueh a fool
as to take up and cultivate worthless land
—because it is wortlhless land until the
farmer improves if—until it grows
into a smiling cornfield, unless he knows
that the wealth that he will create will
belong to him. If there had bheen a ma-
jority on  the (overnment side
in this Hounse last session this ad-
ditional burden would have been put
upon the backs of those who are
already so much overburdened. Of course
My, President, it appears to be an idea
that the primary producers create only a
small proportion of the wealth of Aus-
tralia. I have looked up some statisties,
however, in that valnable pamphlet which
was recently issued by the Commonwealth
authorities to ascertain the value of the
different products in Australia up to the
latest date. TLast year, it seems, minerals
were valued at £25,629,000; the pastoral
and dairy industries at £71,895,000; and
agriculture at £45,753,000, In other
words, the pastoral, dairy, and agrieul-
tural itndustries and minerals totalled a
value of £143,277,000, while the value
added to the natural products in the
process of manufaeture, was said (o
have amounted to £60,427,000, To show
the progress made by Ausiralia, the pri-
mary produets of Australia were esti-
mated to be worth £143 277,000 last yeay,
and the value added to the natural pro-
ducts in the proecess of manufacture, was
estimated to amount to £60,000,000. As
compared with the Old Country probably
that £60,000,000 would only be worth
£30,000,000 ov perbaps not more than
£40,000,000. It is an artificial value, for
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our manufacturers cannot compete with
the outside world, and in fact sell all their
goods to the people in Australia. That
is to say, the manufacturer disposes of
his goods to the primary producer, or to
those who derive their incomes from the
primary producer, It is worth while, in
this connection, to draw attention to the
tremendous expansion of the primary pro-
duetions of Australia. In 1901 minerals
were worth £22,000,000, whereas last year
they were worth £25,000,000. The pas-
toral and dairy industries were worth
£36,890,000 in 1901, and in 1912 they
were worth £71.895,000, and the agricul-
tural industry worth £23,000,000 in 1901,
as against £45,000,000 in 1912, So that,
when the Government 1alk about putting
an additional tax on the land, they are
taxing the industries from whieh the whole
wealth of Aunstralia, practieally speaking,
is derived. I think, Mr. President, that
one of the problems of the future in this
country, and in faet in all civilised eoun-
tries at any rate, is the enormous conges-
tion of the population in the hig cities
and in the towns, I believe Western Ana-
tralia is just about as bad as any other
portion of Australian and probably any
portion of the world in this respect. At
the present time the estimated population
of Perth and suburbs is 106,000, and of
the outside wmunicipalities, according to
the 1911 census, 143,000. That is, ronghly,
speaking, 230,000 people, out of a popu-
lation of a little over 300,000, living in
the towns. I have no hesitation in saving
that it would be very much better if
50,000 of these peaple now in lhe towns
were scattered about over the country,
There is no doubt that this State deserves
a great deal of credit for its eduventivnal
svstem. But the educational syslemn ean-
not be laid c¢laim to by any one partien-
lar Government, becanse it is the outcowe
of the work of a number of Governments
during the last 10 or 15 yeavrs. But, Mr.
President, while we have free technieal
schools, free seeondary schools, and a free
university in the city, and free higher
education in one or two of the large
towns of the State, and in addition to
these technical schools and the university
we have a great public library free Lo the
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public and maintained by the public at
lJarge, these facilities are to all intents
and purposes oot free for the people in
the backblocks. If a farmer or a miner
in the baeck ecountry has a partienlarly
hrilliant boy or brilliant girl who he de-
sires should enter into some professional
career, the matter of fees is a mere baga-
telle. The real eost 1s ihat connected
with the boarding and lodging of the boy
or girl in the eity, so that the benefits of
free education, so far as higher edueation
15 concerned, and of free university edn-
eation and so on, are not at all equal,
ag between town and country, although
the people in the ecountry undoubtedly
provide a large portion of the means
for earrying on this great expenditure of
public moneys. There is one matter I
would like to say a few words about,
and that is the question which has been
raised in this House in regard to the ear-
penters’ strike, namely, the quesiion of
preference to unionists. The hon. Mr,
Cornell has hlamed this House for that
strike. He said that if it had not been
for the Legislative Council—I am speak-
ing from memory and think that that is
practically the effect of what he said-—
the strike wonld not have taken place.
Al I ean say is that so long as I
am a member of this House T shall
raise my voice in condemnation of
the introduction of preferenee to union-
ists in any measure. I look upon pre-
ferenee to unionists as simply going back
to the barbarous times of the Middle
Ages. T do not think there is a bit of
difference between telling a man that if
he does not believe in eertain doectrines
that he will he tied to a stake and
burned, and in telling a man that if he
does not join a union he will not be able
to wark, and to earn his own living. Ido
not think there can be anything more
hypoeritical than to talk about equality
of opportunity. in sueh circumstances,
The Attorncy (eneral, in an extraordin-
ary speech made at Esperance, extraets
from whieh I will read to the House, said
that we had prevented a great many
things. and ihat amongst other things
we had prevenied Parliament from pas-
sing a Bill providing for equality of op-
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portunity for all, How can there be
equality of opportunity if you tell a man
that he is not to be ailowed to work un-
loss he joins a certain union? It is a
piece of mockery. 1 eannot understand
how any man having full possession of
his ordinary senses can stand up and, on
the one hand, talk about equality of op-
portunity, and on the other hand say
“You must stand aside, you cannot worls
unless you join this or the vther union.’’
In my opinien this doetrine of prefer-
ence to unionists, if it i3 not thrown over-
board by the Labour party, will practie-
ally break all unions to pieces. The
same sort of thing applies to the aboli-
tion of the contract system. It interferes
wilh individual enterprise, and with
individual initiative.  All the great
things, as you, Mr. President, doubtless
know, whieh have been done in this
world, and which have helped to build
up the present eivilization, have been the
resnlt of individual initiative and indi-
vidual enterprise, In the last eight or
ten years we have had wireless telegraphy,
flying machines and similar inventions,
and it is difficult to keep pace with
what is being done entirely by individ-
uals and which will always be done by
individuals. There is another matter we
have heard a great deal about, and that
is centralisation, [ consider that abouni
the worst form of centralisation we can
have lLas been exemplified during the
administration of the present Govern-
ment within recent years. I will illus-
trate what I mean, to show how nnsatis-
factory from every point of view has
heen this centralisation, The Minister
for Works considered it wise to amalga-
mate all the water supplies, and we have
now a hig office on the other side of the
railway line, where everything in connec-
tion with water supplies is controlled.
Some years agy, while T was in Cue, the
people there inaugurated a water supply.
The water was reticulated in the main
street before any other town in the State
outside the metropolitan area, and this
was done by local taxation. Nothing
whatever was borrowed, The time came,
however, when the supply was found
to be too small because the price bad
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been reduced and the demand had in-
creased enormously. A seheme was car-
ried out by the Government for Cue and
Day Dawn by which the water was
brought in from Jack’s Well, some 15
miles distant, at a cost of £22,000, and
a water board was appointed to take
charge of the matter. This Cue-Day
Dawn board earried out their work satis-
factorily for eight or nine years up to
the end of last year, and paid to the
Government about £1,500 a  year.
representing interest at 4% per cent. and
a sinking fund of 3 per cent. There was
no loss shown until about a eouple
of wvears ago, when, unfortunately,
the Dboard beeame involved in a
law suit  with a firm in Perth,
The board lost the suit and they
went beliind fo (he extent of £2,000 or
£3,000, Tle Minister for Works, in spile
of the protests of the people of Cue and
Day Dawn, and in spite of the faet that
the memnber for the distriet, Mr, Chesson,
was one of ihe strongest supporters of
the Govermnent, and was also ehairman
of the water board, took possession of
the scheme and this, too, in spite of the
fact that the bhoard endeavoured to show
to the Government that there would be
no difficulty in paying off thew shortage
in two or three years. The Minister, how-
ever, was obdurate, and the scheme is
being eontrolled from Perth to-day. I will
tell hon. members the result of that
action. The board in Cue-Day Dawn had
a revenue of about £5,000 a year—I am
speaking approximately. They had been
receiving over £3,000 per annum from
the Great Fingall Mine. This mine was
satisfied to take the water at 3s. 6d. per
thowsand gallons and although they had
a supply of their own, they would have
gone on using that supplied to them by the
board. The Minister for Works, on tak-
ing possession, in¢reased the price fo the
mine, and the authorities at that mine
promptly replied that they would nof take
any more and they would resort to their
own supply. What is the result? The
Cue-Day Dawn people have been robbed
of their property, whieh would have been
their own in the space of a few years,
and the Government are now saddled with
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a loss of between £3,000 and £4,000 a
year. The position is that the taxpayers
generally will have to bear the burden.
There has also been reference made dur-
ing the course of the debate to the pur-
chase of the Perth framways. All I
ean say is that I am glad that I was one
of the opponents of that purchase at
that time, and the longer I think of it
the more I am satisfied that the iransac-
lion was a very foolish one. One of my
contentions was that the sysiem could
have been made a payable one if it
hnd been controlled entirely by the muni-
cipal bodies. Let me tell hon. members
what munieipalisation means, Last year
the framway system in the eily of Glas-
wow carried 336 million passengers and
had a revenue of £1,075,000. The pas-
sengers incrcased during the year by 25
millions and the revenue by £70,000. The
way i which that was done was, of
course, by means of halfpenny seetions.
We could not do that here, but if we
introduced penny sections I am certain
that our system would bring in a greatly
increased revenue. It will never be sal-
isfactory while the present fares are
levied.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: You must compare
the two populations.

Hon, W, PATRICK: The population
of Perth and suburbs is about a tenth
of that of Glasgow, and 1f the fares
ware reduced we would expeet an in-
creased profit.  The system will never
show a satisfactory profit under exist-
ing conditions. No one will pay 3d. to
travel n few hundred yards. Another
matter that was prominently brought be-
bef'ore the House is the price of meat.

In 1911 we bhad 5,411,000 sheep:
in 1912, 5496,000; and in 1913,
4418,000, and as we have heen

experiencing a drought in the north-
ern parts of the State for a considera-
able time, the position iz likely to be-
ecome even worse. When the Colonial
Secretary and I were on the Mur-
chison a little time back, every-
thing was looking very had indeed, but
T bhelieve rain has fallen since then.
The fact, however, remains that there
must still be an inereased shortage of
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sheep. I am sorry Mr. Kirwan is not
Liere because 1 desire fo make some refer-
nece to the Hsperance country. If I
were convinced that that country was
rood for agricultural setilement I would
vote for the eonstruclion of Lhe railway.
The land there has been seftled in a way
tor some 16 or 17 years, but in not a
single year have the returns from the
cultivation which has been earried on
been at all satisfactory. Last session the
Colonial Becretary when introdueing a
measure for the construetion of the line,
informed members that he had been
thirongh the country and declared that he
saw land there which was quite equal to
the best land in the Vietoria distriet.
I have no hesitation in saying that the
Colonial Seerctary was convineed of that
because I believe the country (o look at
does give one the idea of being fertile,
but to say that it was equal to the best
irthe Vietoria distriet is to say that it is
equal to the best land in Western Aus-
tralia. Last season the average result
of the wheat crop in the Esperance dis-
trict was 4.2 bushels and the year be-
fore it was 3.2 hushels. The average

of hay last season was 8 ewi.
wheaten, and 12 ewl. oaten. There
are a great many places on the

goldfields where you can grow a fair
erop of hay, hut a result like that from
hay or grain will not come within cooee
of paying expenses. Wheat cannot he
grown unless the yield is at least ten ov
eleven bushels. Mr. NKirwan made a
statement that what Mr. Colebatch had
quoted was not fair at all, because at
Grass Pateh the average was somewhere
about 15 bushels of wheat, and two to
two and a half tons of hay. We can
imagine what a miserable result would be
obtained from land the average yield of
one portion of which is 15 bushels. I
cannot conseientiously agree te the ex-
penditure of several hundred thousand
pounds on the construction of this rail-
way, beeause that is the amount which
will be involved. I would not encourage
people to go on that land because the re-
sults obfained up to the present show
that it is totally unsuitable for Lhe enlti-
vation of grain. T was astonished that
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there was no mention made in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech of the question of immi-
gration. We know what an important
matter that is. There is no use hiding our
beads in the sand. Australia will never
be in a satisfactory position until it bas
a population of 20 or 30 million people
and that ean only be brought about by
a system of immigration throughout the
whole eoulinent. We, however, own
about a third of the continent, and it is
our duty to see that we pursue the policy
of bringing immigrants here. 1 was as-
tonished to notice all absence of reference
to this matter from the (overnor's
Speech, because at the West Australian
dinner whiel was held in London re-
cently, Sir Newton Moore in speaking to
the tonst of Western Australia said—

I ain delighted {o be able to assure
you Lhat almost the whole of the 30,000
emigranis who have gone to Western
Australia during my time of offiee have
<one well. 1 heard practically no com-
plaints during my visit, but, on the
other hand, met many people who
thanked me for putling them in the
way of prosperity and happiness in our
wonderfui country, I am sure that it
will he satizfactory to you to know
thai there is to be no calling a halt in
our immigration policy, and that I
have heen fally empowered by the Gov-
ernment lo continne along the existing
line.

Seeing thal Sir Newton Moore has been
instroeted in this direction, it is extra-
ovdinary thai the Government have made
no mention whatever of this great ques-
tion in the Governor's Speech. The hon.
Mr, Allen, in his very able address, one
of the hest addresses, if not the best, I
have heard from a new member during
the ten vears [ have been in this House,
dwelt, and rightly so, on the great im-
portance of providing better harbour ae-
commodafion at Fremantle. I want to
point out that better harbour accommo-
dation is just as necessary at the port of
Geraldton as it is at Fremanile, A tin-
kering policy will be of no use to Ger-
aldton. This port, with some three great
trunk lines and many smaller lines of
railway, running into if, is the centre of
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the second gold-mining field in the State,
the port of the greatest pastoral por-
tion of the State, and the centre of what
will be quite equal in grain growing to
the present best portion of the State in
the immediate future, Somewhere about
half a million bags of wheat were handled
at Ceraldton during the recent season.
When [ went to Northampton some ten
years ago, we nsed to get wheat from the
Greenough Flats, and anyone who has
not. lived in the district can have
no conception of the iremendous
importance of providing hetter bar-
bour aeceommodation at Geraldton as
quickly as possible. The sentiments
uttered by the hon. Mr. Allen in re-
gard to Fremantle I would repeat in re-
gard to Geraldton, The Government
ought to get the very best outside advice
so that o proper harbour scheme may be
carried out. There will be no danger in
expending several millions sterling on the
harbours of Western Australia, because
there will be no difficulty in colleeting
sufficient revenue to pay interest on the
money borrowed. It is a great pity that
the Government, instead of experiment-
ing with so many schemes, which are al-
most certainly doomed to failure, schemes
such as timber mills, steamships, briek
works, butcher shops, and a good many
others whieh would be multiplied a great
maity fold, T daresay, if the Government
conld lay their hands on the money, did
noi expend the several hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds sunk in these sehemes
to improve the harbours of this State.
It is slated in the Governor's Speech
thal a Bill will be introduced to amend
the Constitution, Although we have no
details. as to what the Govermment will
altempt in Lhis direclion, we know what
this means; they do not propose to
amend the Constitution of another place.
In conversation, a few days ago, with u
genlleman who sal as a Labour member
in this House some years ago—J will not
mention lis name—the maiter of the
Electoral law was introduced, and he said,
“My opinion is that youn should abolish
bolh Houses, and subslitute a House with
household suffrage, What is (he good of
giving the vote to a man who can put his
swaz on his back at any time and walk
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out of the country? The man with a
stake in the country is the one who should
have the say.” This gentleman’s pro-
posal was practically to abolish the lower
House, because to all inlenis and pur-
poses the present franchise of the Legis-
lative Counecil is household suffrage. The
hon. Mr. Kingsmill, I think, mentioned
that some members of the Government
had been going about the country like
roaring lions, seeking whom they might
devour. The hon. member did not use
exaetly those words, but that is what he
indicated. T would like to read a few
extracts from a speech made by the At-
torney General at Esperance, regarding
the iniquilies and nrisdeeds of this House
during the sessions in whieh the Labour
Government have been in power. Among
other things, the Attorney General said—

They have gone from platform to
platform and poured forth their con-
demnation on all we have ever done, on
all we propose to do, and on all we be-
long to and represent, They have cursed
us ag if the Labour organisation has
come fresh from the inferno with the

stench of “Oid Niek” opon us. They
have used Billingsgate—
What 1 am reading is surely a good

sample of Billingsgate—-

as well as the dietionary to denounce us
in every form, and they have got the
assisinnce of the editomals of nearly
all the Press in the State. The great
leading journals have polluted their
columns with the filth of diseased ima-
rination, for they have not gone upon
fact. The great dailies have poured
forth falsehood upon falsehood, and
when the talsehood is corrected, they
attack us again with the same false-
hood, dished up in another form, Jour-
nalism has been prostituted in order fo
damn the Labour party. Great mea-
sures intended for the benefit of the
State, like the Irrigation Bill, intro-
duced for the purpose of making more
fertile and fruitful the irrigable dis-
iricts of the State, were unceremoni-
ously torn up, cast aside, or trampled
upon. Measures anticipating the fu-
ture and bringing in industrial peace
amongst men, like my Arbitratien Biil,
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were torn up, slanghtered on the very
threshheld of that institution.
The Attorney General, by the way, said

that our Arbitration Aect was the finest -

in the world.
A measure to give some power to the
people to regulate legislation, like the
Initiative and Referendum Bill, was
wailed tor with relentless malignity on
the very steps of that institution and
clubbed lo dealh.
This is a sample of e langnage which
has heen used in reference to this Chan-
ber. TUniil the present session, members
of this House have remained silent when
abuse was being heaped upon them in
anolher place and from the platforms by
representalives of the Government, but
it is going a little too far to nse language
such as I have quoted in reference to the
T.egistative Couneil. What is the Legis-
lative Couneil? It represents 53,000 elec-
tors in this State: it represents all the
thrift and practically all the enterprise:
it represents all the taxpayers of the
State. Before Federation, the Govem-
‘ment had power over the customs, and
it would have been quite a proper thing
to have had a more liberal franchise for
this House, because at that time the whole
of the taxation was paid by the whole of
the people of the State, but we must not
forget that the taxation which can be im-
posed by the State Parliament at the
present time falls on a fraction of
the people, while those who run the
Government represent many thousands
of people on whom no taxation im-
posed by the State falls, We all
know the Attorney General, and we
take more than a grain of salt with his
statements. He allows his tongue to ran
away with him on many oecasions, but
on this oceasion at Esperance not only
must his tongue have run away with him,
but his reason must have deserted him alse,
At aboul the time when this speech was
made by the Attorney General, ihe IFest
Australian of the 2nd April stated, among
other things—

What valid complaint has ithe La-
bour Party, which uses its majority
brutally in the Lower Flouse, against
the searching analyses to which its
measures are subjected in the Legis-
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lative Couneil?  Ounly in the Upper
House are Bills discussed on broad
lines. As a deliberative House, the As-
sembly is farciecal; and, as many of the
Bills whieh receive its imprimatur are
immature, and even impossible, it is
not a matier for surprise that the Leg-
islative Council has, on ocecasion, re-
Jected them.
As a matter of fact, measures such as the
Irrigation Bill, to whiech the Attorney
General referred, were not rejected by
this House. The Irrigation Bill was
amended in this Chamber, and as amended
it was practically on all fours with the
irrigation law in New South Wales at
the present time. In that State there
exists Lhe biggest irrigation scheme in
Ausiralia, and one of the biggest in the
world. In regard to the great ruestion
of irrigation, 1 had some experience of it
in the West Indies many years ago. [
have been in Ausiralia for thirty years, so
that hon. members will realise that I am
referring to a svmewhat distant period,
but [ know that irrigation, while it gives
wonderful resulls, is a very costly pro-
cess, and the proper people to consult
with regard to irrigation schemes are
those who are engaged in this work. One
of the chief amendments made to the Bill
in this Chamber was that the control
of irrigation districts should be in the
hands of the people who would maintain
it and would have to pay for it. It
would be very unwise on the part of the
State, which has not too much money to
throw away, to enter at the present time
into any great expenditure on a matter
of this kind. Up to the present, as apart
from private irrigation schemes, which
have been very suecessful in Australia,
the irrigation scliemes cavvied out by
Governments in the Wastern States have
certainly not proved a suceess. Even in
the Goulburn Valley, which contains the
finest tract of land in Australia, and
where there is a magnificent water sup-
ply, the irrigation scheme has up fo the
present moment resulted in a hunge loss.
Only the other day in the Vietorian Leg-
islative Assembly Mr. W. Billson, the De-
puty-Leader of the Labour Party, is re-
ported to have spoken as follows :—
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He considered that the Address
might with advantage be amended to
the effect that the Government did not

possess the econfidence of the House,.

but he felt that at the present time there
would be no chance of carrying an
amendment. owing to the nearness of
the general elections. He did not think
that the Corner party would make any
movement against the Government.
Dealing with closer settlement—

Closer settlement is praetically a portion
of the irrigation policy of Vietoria.

he said it had been a ghastly failure
from begining to end. Nine of the es-
tates purchased had proved a desolate
failure, while the State was said to
be losing £300 a day on irrigation.
A loss of £500 a day on irrigation! That
is what the leader of the Vielorian La-
Lbour Party said in eriticising the Vie-
torinn Government. Now, Mr. Milling-
ton, in his speech extolled the Govern-
ment for their splendid administration. 1
cousider that the administration of the
present Government has been just about
ag bad as it could have been. It has
been clharacterised by big sehemes, State
steamers, timber mills, powelliging works,
implement works, and so on; and the
result has been, I may safely say,
nothing buf reckless borrowing and
reckless spending. I think we ought
to take a lesson from fthe results
‘of some of the experiments of a like
nature which have been made in the East-
vrn States. Here is a little paragraph
which appeared on the 2nd July in the
West Australian—

The failure of the atlempt to estab-
lish State brick works at Wonthaget,
Victoria, was referred to by the Min-
ister for Railways (Mr. MeKinnon) to-
day. He said that of the £10,000
voted towards the works by IPParlia-
ment, not quite £60 remained, but he
was of opinion that when all of the
accounts had been settled this venture
of the State might represent a loss of
over £10,000,

We all know the result of the State
sleamers. We know that those steamers
lost over £20,000 during the year ended
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30th June, 1913. The statement of re-
ceipls and expenditure for the year ended
3uth June, 1914, showed a loss of some
£19,000. We do not know anything yet
about the loss on the timber mills. We
eannol say there is going to be a hig loss
on those mills, but it does not require
much of the prophelic faculty {o say thal
there is sure to he a much bigger loss on
limher mills than on either lhe. steamers
ar an the implement works. The imple-
ment works show a deficit of over £41,000.
1 should like just to enter a protest wilh
regarl 10 these so-called implement
works. We continnally read in the news-
parers about the agrienltural implement
works established by the Sate. Bul that
is an entire misnomer. The manofaclure
of agricultural implements ai the works
is praclically a side line. No doubt it is
a portion of the work, but really the es-
tablishment represents a Government
Fourdry, a general foundry where work
is done for the harbour works and so
forth, I have no hesitation in saying—
although 1 do not like to be a prophet of
evil—that the Government will lose a
greal deal more money by the implerment
works than even by the Siate steamers.

The {olonial Secretary: You sup-
poried ihe implement works last year.

Hon. W. PATRICK: Yes; but that
is another matter, 1t is the administra-
tion I take exeeption to, ihe way in which
the whele thing has been managed. We
have now 12 wmonths' experience of man-
agemenl by the present Government, and
it has been of a very unsatisfalcory
nature indeed. One matter which is not
inentioned in the Governor’s Speech—and
of course it is one of the most important
matiers of all—is the question of the
finances. The statement issned the other
day showed an accumulated deficit of
£454,000 odd. The hon. Mr. Dodd, in his
speech on (he Address-in-reply, said this
was ¢due to the increases in wages granted
by (he Governmeni. He spoke in much
the same way as at the Bohemia Hall on
{he 2nd December last year.  On ihat
oceasion he was speaking, T will not say
in the same strain as the Attorney Gen-
eril. beeause the hon. Mr. Dodd does not
use Billingseale, but he spoke to the fol-
lowing effeet :—
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The Government had to increase
wages to the extent of some bundreds
of .thousands of pounds in {he Railway
Department, the Hducation Depart-
ment, and i fact in almost every
braneh of the State’s aclivity; but their
efforts to obtain the means for paying
these increases had been baunlked by
the Legislative Couneil.

That is what the hon. Mr. Dodd said at
the Bohemia Hall on the 2nd December
last, and he¢ spoke much to the same
effect in his place in this House last
week. The Premier, speaking in another
place, said that the farmers owed for
rents and inlerest, and for seed wheat
with which they had been supplied by the
geed-whent board, and in respeet of pay-
menls to the Agrienltural Bank, no less
a sum lhan £219,159, all of which he said
was lost to the revenue of the country.
So, in one case we have Mr. Dodd attri-
buting the deficit to the fact that the Gov-
ernment had been ecompelled to increase
wages and to the further faet that this
Chamber baulked the Government from
obtaining the neeessary funds to pay
those increased wages; and on the other
hand we have the Premier saying that the
farmers are to blame for the deficit, that
had it not been for the advances and re-
missions to farmers there would practi-
cally have been no deficit. Now this has
been repealed ad nawseum in the papers
and elsewhere. We have been told over
and over again that the defieit is due to
the advances wade te the farmer. T do
not know how much money is owing by
the farmers to the Agrieultural Bank,
but T can sayv that whatever amount is

owing by them to the Agrieultural Bank.

has nothing whatever to do with the ques-
tion of ihe deficit, 'The income and the
expenditure of the Agricultural Bank
do not appear in the relurns of the State
finances; lhey are not included in the
ordinary income and expenditure. Tt
the operations of the bank have affected
the finances in any way, it would be only
in respect of interest not having been
paid on some of the money lent by the
Government to the bank. That could
certainly not be any large amount. How-
ever, I have looked through the returns of
ingome and expenditure for the last
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year which were published in the news-
papers a few days ago, and I am quite
unable to find where the farmers owe the
Government anything of any consequence.
There is one aspect of the matter which
we must not forget. It thas not been
owing to a fall in revenue that the Gov-
ernment have piled up the deficit. From
year to year the revenue has heen iu-
creasing. In 1191-12 the Government
raised £13 9s. 6d. per head of the popula-
tion; in the following vear they raised
£14 18s. 9d. per head; and in the year
Just finished it comes to something like
£15 2s. 6d. That is to say, there has been
an inerease in revenue, and the deficit has
not resulled because the revenue has
failed. . The defieit has resnlted from the
facl that the expenditure has inecreased
more rapidly than the revenne. To show
that, so far as Lhe public aceounts are
concerned, the deficit eannot be attributed
to Lhe farmers, one need only look at the
land revenne, In 1912-13 the land rev-
enue lotalled £361,613; last year it was
£178,000 odd, or £16,400 odd more than
in the previous year. Those are the
amounis of money that were actually re-
ceived in ihe shape of revenue through
the T.ands Department. The Government
have received last year from land a greater
revenne than the previous year by £16,000
or £17,000. So far as T can find out, it is
not expenditure on the land that has
caused the deficit, becanse the expendi-
ture on lands and surveys in 1912-13
was £°03,150, whilst last year it was
£77,556.  TIn other words, whilst there
was during last year an increase of
£16,449 in the revenue, there was a de-
crease in expenditure on land and sur-
veys of £5,504, Thus there was a dif-
ference of over £22,000 in favour of the
revenue last year as compared with the
previous year. And yet Mr. Scaddan
says that the deficit can be accounted for
by money owing to the Government by
the farmers of this State. I say that is
a libet on the farmers. I say, further,
it is quite evident that every copper the
(iovernment can serew cut of the farmer
they do screw out of him. Tt is a simple
matter to ascertain from the statements
issned hy the GGovernment themselves how
the defieit has arisen.  Last year the
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steamers showed an excess of expenditure
over revenue of £19,255; that is to
say, the outgoings were £19,255 more than
the ingoings. ~

‘The Colonial Secretary: Thab includes
interest and sinking fund and deprecia-
tion,

Hon. W. PATRICK:
not ineluded there.

The Colonial Secretary: You are
speaking of the balance-sheet for the
vear ended 30th June, 1913.

Hon. W. PATRICK: No; the vear
just closed. T fully admit that the Col-
onial Secretary is quite right, however.
The £22,000 from the previous year was
a genuine statement, and it showed that
the actual loss, according to a properly
audited balance sheet, was £22,000.

Member: Ts the balance sheet correct?

Hon. W. PATRICK: I shall not
enter into the détails. I am not going
to say whether the aceounts are correct
or not. I have a right to assnme that
a statement issned by the Government is
perfectly correct. I am referring to

Those items are

last vear because it 1s during last
vear that the farmers are supposed
to have ecaused this great deficit.

The difference between the ingoing and
outgoing to the 30th June was £19,255,
and the difference between the expendi-
ture and the revenue from the State Im-
plement Works was £41,000. 1 see that
there was one account which showed a
small credit balance, and thal was the
State hotels, but it seems to me a miser-
able balance, only £2,000 on a business of
over £30,000, I understand that an hotel
keeper who has transacted a business of
£30,000 and can show only a profit of
£2,000 would not he able to pay the
£10,000 to £15,000 ingoing which often is
paid. That profit did not help to reduce
the deficit vervy much. In these two items
alone there is a sum of £60,000, and the
increase in the deficit last year was
£140,000, and here is £60,000 accounted
for in two items alone. It Is impessible in
the statistics before ws to arrive ab the
loss in other departments, because they
are crowded into the item—other works
and serviees. If we eould lay our hands
on the figures in connection with the nm-
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ber mills, brickworks, Yandanooka estate,
and a great many other concerns carried
on by the Government, I think we could
eastly account for more than the defieit
of last year. There is one matter to which
attention was drawn Dby Mr. Cullen,
and that is the question of the release of
the man Bennett, a man whom the judge,
when ¢ondemning, had said was unfitted
to live. He was not a person who ought
to be allowed to live. I do not think
there could have lbeen a greater piece of
folly than the release of a man of his
stamp, and that is the sort of thing that
has brpught about lyneh law in America,
and if many eases of that kind were al-
lowed in this State, or any other State
in Australia, we would scon have vigi-
lance committees and lynch law,

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon. member is
wrong in his origin of Iyneh law in Am-
erien.

Hon. W, PATRICK: The hon. mem-
ber is entitled to hold his opinien, I shall
hold mine. T lived in America for some
years, and I know the origin of the law,
anad it was the failure of justice there. A
man would be sentenced to a few years
of imprisonment for a serious erime. The
only thing that can bhandle the law in
America is money. Tt would be a very
sad thing to bring about sueh a condition
of affairs in this State, and I have no
kesitation in saying that by this action
the Attorney General has polluted justice
at the fountain head.

Hon. E. McLARTY (South-West): It
is not my intention at this late stage in
the debate to make any very lengthy re-
marks., T listened to the Governor’s
Speech wilh a great deal of attention, and
found some bright spots in it, at the same
time I amn unable to find much cause for
eongratulaticn as the member who moved
the Address-in-reply or as the member
whe seconded it did. It is satisfactory
te know that the harvest, notwithstanding
the fact that the season was not as good
as we might have wished, was a good one
and that the production of wheat was
greater than in any previous year in the
history of the State. This is a very satis-
factory condition of affairs, and it is also
due io the Government and the Railway
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Department to say that praise is due to
them for the very satisfactory way in
which the harvest was handled. I heard no
complaints, Tt was anticipated months
before that there would be a tremendous
muddle, that the wheat wonld not get
down and that sufficient provision was not
heing made, and all that kind of faunlt-
finding, but I desire to give credit where
credit is due, and I think credit is dne to
the Railway Department for the very
satisfactory way in which they handled
the harvest. There are also other canses
for congratulation. We are all very
largely iutevested in the mining industry
of the State, and we find the output of
zold last year wasg much larger than in the
previcus year. This means prosperity to
every other indusiry of the State. Also,
the output of Collie coal is a record one.
That is an industry that perhaps many in
the State hardly realise the importance of.
I have seen a good deal of this indnstry,
and I know it is snpporting a consider-
able population at the present time, and
I believe when better facilities are af-
forded, which T am pleased to see will
shortly be provided at the port of Bun-
bury for bunkering, this mndustry will in-
erease. The coal seems to have increased
in quality, there have hesn very few com-
plaints about it, and now that the demand
for bunkering coal is increasing every
month it is going to be a great asset to
the State, and the time arises for some
hetter facilities to be given at the nearest
port, whiehi is Bunbury, for the handling
of that product as well as the improve-
ment to the harbour for the great timber
business. I anticipate that in the near
future there will he a large shipment of
wheat from the Eastern portion of the
Great Southern Railway at Bunbury. The
hon, member who moved the Address
seemed to think that everything had been
done well, There was no fault to find, that
improvements had heen made in every
direction. Tt seems to me he did not take
into consideration that we want something
with which to pay the enormous debt that
we have heen accumulating during the ad-
ministration of the present Government.
The loan indebtedness has inereased by
10 million pounds. We have enormous
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interest and sinking fund to pay every
vear. Last year it amounted to £1,384,000,
and that in itself is a matter for serious
consideration. Natorally, we expect when
we spend this vast amonnt of loan money
that it should be on reproductive works,
and not be a burden on the State.

The Colonial Secretary: Are yousure
of your figures, len millions?

Hon. E, McLARTY: I think so. It
is over nine millions, that is in the state-
ment. I stand corrected if I am wrong.
At all events, Lhe interest last year or
since the Labour Government have been
in power, has amounted to nearly
£338,000, and that is a pretty econsider-
able addition to the interest and sinking
fund whieh we bad previously to the Lab-
our Admimstration eoming into power, so
that 1 think we ought to consider very
carefully how the money is being ex-
pended, and what we are getting in re-
turn. In econnection with the railways,
we are all agreed, hut there are many
things T strongly disapprove of. I am
quite confident, as I said before, that
some of the Government enterprises will
end in failure and disaster. I have re-
ferred on several oceasions to the steam
boats and butchers’ shops. I have always
eontended that it is impossible for the
Government to make any reduction in the
prices, and I contend that they have not
done so. They certainly have reduced the
cost of freight to the shippers, and that
has been a considerable help to the squat-
ters who have been able to take advantage
of it. For my own part, I regret to say
it has not been a penny in my pocket,
but a few have benefited by the reduced
treights, and it has fallen on the tax-
payers to make up the deficiengy. I am
one of the unfortunates who has had to
put his hand in his pocket to make up the
deficieney caused by the running of these
boats. In the Governor's Speech mention
is made of some proposal to bring about
a better supply of stock in the North, [
am interested to know what that improve-
ment is to be, and how it is bronght about.
I am quite sure the country is in need of

me stoek, but how the Government are

oing to improve matters it is very diffi-
cult for me to understand, I may further
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say with regard to the retail butchering
business, I am absolutely opposed to it.
I think the Government are acting n a
very unfair way towards men who have
heen in the butehering business for years,
while the benefit which the public receive
is not worth considering. At the present
time what is the position? The Govern-
ment set about bringing down the price
of stock and freights, but stock and sheep
are dearer in the Siate to-day, I sup-
pose, than they ever have been. The priees
taay have heen up as high as they are to-
day for a week or two, but this year has
been a record year for high prices for all
descriptions of stoek. How are people
going to sell meat cheaply when fabulous
prices have to be paid for stock? It is a
matter of supply and demand, and
there is not the stock procurable
to bring about a reduction in price.
Another reason why meat must be bigh
priced is that the production is situated
1,500 or 2,000 miles away from the cen-
tres of consumption, That in itself will
always necessitate meat being at a high
price in this State, [ would like to see
ihe Government, afler giving it a fair
trial—and I am prepared to credic them
for having tried to bring about a better
condiion of things--close these shops and
admit in a manly way that they find it
impossible to carry out the intentions they
had when they opened them, that they have
done their best and find it is better to
close the shops rather than lose any more
money upon them. Thanks to the Pre-
mier, I had an opportunity the other day
of visiting the karri country and the State
sawmills and seeing what was going on
there, An enormous amount of money
has been spent in providing fine up-to-date
mills and making all preparations for a
large trade. At the same time T shall be
agreeably surprised if the Government
get back from the timber business any-
thing like what they have expended—tak-
ing the experience of timber companies in
this Stale, they have always had great
difficulties in carrying on and it is only
quite lately that they have shown a little
profit. T am satisfied that this undertak-
ing on the part of the Government will
There ig, however,
The karri country is

not prove a sndcess.
this to be said:
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very rich land and a great deal of it is
not being put to any use. No doubt the
gettlement of that country must follow the
sawmills. The timber is very valuable,
and there is such an enormous quantity
of good marketable timber on the land .
that il would be a suicidal policy to lease
the land for agrienltural purposes untid
the (imber is first made use of, Besides,
the cost of clearing would be sc greal
that T doubt if any of the present genera-
tion would see muoeh settlement there, un-
less ib follows some such scheme as the
preseni Government have taken in hand.
Travelling through that country the other
day and making close observations, T
came {0 the eonclusion that if the Gov-
ernment, iustead of building thousands
of workers’ homes aboul the City and the
central parts of the State, would devote a
sum of money, say, £100,000, to the ¢lear-
ing of small sections of that karri eoun-
{ry, fencing the elearings and erecting
small coltages—the seltler would not ex-
pect so preteatiouns a building as (he work-
ing man apparently reguires in the cen-
fres of population—no doubt a great
henefit would result; but to expect poor
men fo fake up that couniry in its natural
condition and develop it would be to rely
upen a very slow process indeed. If
some arrangement were made to clear the
land—of course adding the price of clear-
ing to the cost of the land—1 have no
doubt that large numbers of blocks would
be taken up straight away. Speaking at
a dinner in London the other night, the
Agent General said thal this eountry
would soon be producing its own butter
and sending away a surplus to the old
country Lo help feed the people there. I
am not so sanguine about it. 1 do not
expect to see the day when we shall pro-
duce half enough to support onr own peo-
ple here. But one thing that would assist
it would be the placing of small settlers
in the karrt country. If a man could go
on a block down there with a° few dairy
cows and grow his own fodder, I have no
doubt that dairying wounld seoo be ecar-
ried on there, if only in a small way. If
the Government would but elear even,
gay, 20 small holdings for a start it would
serve to test the question and show whe-

ther or not the extension of the scheme
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would be justifed. The land is certainly
very good and is suifable for summer culti-
vation, and unless that district from
Bridgetown to Albany is settled and made
a butter producing country, as well as
growing potatoes and apples and other
fruits, T do not think there is much hope
of butter making being earried on in this
State. T feel lhere is a great deal of
dissatistaction in the country at Lhe pre-
seant time. Many of the people are find-
ing it difficult to live. Dissatisfied set-
tlers are protesting against the burdens
ihey have to carry. I am not a member
of the Country party, for I have not been
asked to join, but T am with that party
leart and soul in their objeets. I fully
-believe the Country party wilt be a great
power in this State, and I only wish they
would not go on such narrow lines and
iry to set up a party in opposition to the
Liheral party who have been working in
their interests for years past. Speaking
to the Address-in-repley the Fonorary
Minister (Hon, J. 1. Dodd) said that
blame aitached to this House for the large
defieit, and he insianced the Bill for fur-
ther taxalion which was rejected here last
year. That was one measure for object-
ing to which in the interests of the peo-
ple on the land the Liberal party might
take eredit. T confend that those people
have a great deal to complain of,

The Colonial Secretary: But the Lib-
eral party iniroduced taxalion,

Hon. E. McLARTY : Bui they did not
ingrease it. Your Government wanted
to increase ik, We were satisfied, and T,
as a land holder myself, am not so un-
reasonable as to think the Government
can earry on the affairs of a large coun-
try like this withont revenue. 1 do not
think the local land tax, so long as it is
moderate, is going to hurt anybody; but
when we find there is an inclination to in-
crease the present taxes, when we find
the Federal Government stepping in and
burgling us with enormous taxes, and the
roads boards everlastingly increasing tax-
ation, we see that it is impossible for any
man to hold land and develop it. If a
roads hoard be short of money and go to
the Government, what is the answer?
“Yon munst raise your valuations and in-
¢rease your laxation” Do the Govern-
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ment think there 15 no end or no limit
to wiat the people on the land can bear?
At the present time ii is costing me over
£100 a year for roads board taxes, and
yet the Government are everlastingly
writing to the board threatening that if
they de not put on more taxes the sub-
sidy will be reduced. On one oceasion
recenlly the Government deducted £20 or
£25 from the amount, and when they were
asked why, we were told that it was done
hy way of a fine becanse we did not put
sufficient rafes on the people. T think
the loeal governing bodies are the best
judges of whai people can stand, and ¥
am sure that any man taxed to the extent
we are at the present time has very little
left for development or extension of his
operations. T feel satisfied that if the
Country party get to work on proper lines
ihey will have a preal voice in this State
before long, They will, at all events,
bring about a more equitable form of tax-
ation. Who pays the taxes at the pre-
sent time, and who carries the whole ex-
pense of the country? Practically the few
people that are represented in this Cham-
her, We have to bear the whole burden,
and I think it is quite time we had a dif-
ferent system of taxation altogether, T
am aware that those who have most
should contribuie most, but we find ihag
the mass of the people conlribute nothing
at all, yer are everlastingly clamouring
for heavier burdens on those already
taxed almost out of existence. Like the
hon. member who has just spoken, I was
surprised at the absence from the Gov-
ernor’s Speech of any reference to im-
migralion. If this country is going to
progress and we are to eontinue our rail-
way policy, we must have people to put
on the land and settle the eountry, One
of the most important things the Govern-
ment ¢an give their attention to is the in-
troduction of as many people of the right
class as they can bring into the State.
The Labour party are always afraid that
if we bring in immigrants they will take
someone else’s place, but in my opinion
the more persons brought inte Lhe State
the more work will there be for the la-
bonring men to do.

Hon. ¥. Connor: And they want pre-
ference for unionists,



372

Hon. E. McLARTY: Seo far as pre-
ference to unionists goes, I feel much as
Mr. Patrick expressed himself this evening.
I hope that if any such principle come
before this House it will meet with the
same fate as it met last time. It cer-
tainly will so far as my vote is concerned.
I agreec with the Country party that the
price of land is too high. A great deal
of our land is poor, and if we could get
people to go upon it, clear it, cultivate it
and develop it, the first cost, the selling
price, should be the last consideration.
The conditions imposed on eonditional
purchase land are very reasonable and
fair. Their only object is to force some
men, who have not the inherent in-
dustry, to earry out cerfain necessary
work, If these conditions are faithfully
observed the original price of the land
could be made much lower in many in-
stances than it is at the present time. T
noficed that after the Irrigation Bill was
set aside last year the Minister for Works
at onee stopped the irrigation work at
the Harvey, giving as his reason that the
Legislative Council would not pass the
Bill. Lately, however, a humber of men
have been put on again and are pro-
ceeding with the work. It seems extra-
ordinary that because the Bill was re-
jected the Minisier was compelled to stop
the work. Why on earth did he not keep
on, seeing that he had the same author-
ity .then as he has at the present iime?
Yet, as I say, the men were put off, and
now they have been put on again and the
Minister is going on with the work at a
pretty rapid rate.  According to the
Specch there are a few Bills to be intro-
duced. Tn respeect to railway construe-
tion, I have always been an advocate of its
extension, and most of the projected
railways will have my support. The ex-
tension of the Dwarda-Narrvogin line is
highly desirable. T took a very great
interest in the Bill for that line and I
had a good deal te do with the earrying
of it throngh, T was twitted at the time

with having a little land in the hills and’

wanting a railway to enhanee the value
of that land. As a matter of faet, the
railway did me some injury by catting
up my land, but I am proud to say that
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the railway has sinee proved to be per-
haps the best paying line in the State.
When it is extended to Narrogin it will
be of great benefit to the people down
the Great Southern. At the present
time timber is being railed 200 miles,
whereas when the railway is completed
from Dwarda right through to Narrogin,
this distance will be reduced to 40 or 30
mtles.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. E. MeLARTY: Before tea T was
referring to the construction of proposed
railways before the Hounse last session,
Tn my opinion it wounld he tor the de-
velopment of the Great Southern when
this connection is made between Dwar-
da and Narrogin, and also between
Darkan and Wagin, This will bring
the people of Narrogin 28 miles nearer to
Perth hy way of Pinjarra than the pre-
sent line from York. Of course to peo-
ple living west of Narrogin it wouid he
an immense advantage, more so than to
people on the Great Southern railway. I
know very little about the country
through which some of the proposed rail-
ways are to be built, but T have no doubt
they are all necessary; and when more
particilars are placed before this House
1 hope I may be able to support each of
them. With reference to tne Esperance
railway, this is an old aequaintance. I
see it is introduced again this session.
and [ shall do exactly as T did last ses-
sion, and vote for the railway. I shall do
this because T helieve in de-centralisation.
I have no doubt myself that in that great
extent of country there wust be some
rood land available, and I am not going
to take the respounsibility of telling the
50 settlers who ave domiciled down there
that they do not know gheir own husi-
ness, and that T, who have not seen the
country, think the line will be a failure,
and that the land is not fit for eultiva-
tion. I intend to leave those settlers to
indge of the question themselves. If the
country is to be utilised it ean only be
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put to its full use by means of railway
communication. I do not intend to la-
Liour the question now, but doubtless witl
bave an opportunity of going into it when
it comes before the Hounse later on. With
regard to the very small production from
that part of the State, namely, half a
ton of hay to the acre, and four bushels
of wheat, 1 presume that is produced
without any fertiliser whatever. In fact,
T do not know how people can get fertil-
iser there abt all. My experience is, and
I own a good deal of land myself, that I
should not know how to get half a ton
of hav to the acre on my land witheut
fertiliser. ‘I'he whole of the country,
taking the land along the Great Southern
—and I have been down there this week,
and took the opportunity of viewing the
land on the way-—without ferfiliser, would
give very little better results in the way
of production than the land at Esperance,
in my opinion. Of course there are
richer patches whieh might give a fair
erop, but, taking the land generally, and
basing what T say upon my own experi-
ence, [ am quite ecertain that hay and
corn growing would be an utter failure
if it were not for the unse of fertiliser.
For that reason, I am not prepared to
eondemn that eountry. I do not even know
what nethods of ecultivation have been
adopted doewn there. I must, therefore,
allow Lhe people to be the best judges,
and to know their own buginess best.
There is a great extent of country, and
it would be marvellons te me if there
were not some fair proportion of it fit
for cultivation. Several railways will, I
understand, come befove the House,
when I will deal with them. "1 wish,
however, to refer to a remark made by
the hon, Mr, Dodd, when he said that
through the aetion of this House in not
passing inereased taxation last year,
we were to some exfent respon-
sible for the heavy deficit. I do
not know whether it made very
mueh difference after all. Very soon
after the Bill was rejected by the
Touse a fresh valuation seems to lave
been made on the lands. T do not koow
by whom this was made. The first inti-
mation T had of a new valuation was when

I received a demand from the State Land
Tax Department calling upon me to pay
£130 0s. 7d. I thought that was a very
fair contribution upon my part, and that
if we had not passed ihe Bill in question
we were being got at in some other diree-
tion. No sooner had I paid the State
Land Tax Department this amount
than a demand was made upon
me by the Federal Land Tax De-
parfment. They sent a man erawl-
ing round the country and spying out the
land, and professing to be a judge of land.
He may have been a judge for all T know;
I do not know very mneh abont the man.
Bul he eame armed with instruetions that
a fresh valuation should be wade, and
the result was that they wanted me to
pay £20 in addition to what I had pair
to the State depariment, and I had io
pay it. That was the respectable sum
altogether of £210 that T had te fork out
for a new valuation, T suppose that there
are hundreds of instances like mine. 1
would like to know when there is going
to be some finality in regard to these tax-
ations.

Hon. J. Gornell: T would like to change
places with the hon. member.

Hon. E. McLARTY: The people never
know when they are going to stop. 1T
supposed that when I had paid my land
tax that I should be clear for the next
few meonths, but that was not so. Not
only that, but they go back for four years
and eall npon me to pay the difference
between what I have already paid and
the amount of the new valuation, that is,
the valne placed upon the land by the
Government authorities. 1t is a hard
case. I do not know who the individual
is who eould put any actual value upon
anybody®s land, In my case I bought
some small town allotments, the upsef
price of which was £25. The Government
valuation is £30. In some instances the
valuations have jumped from £50 to £100;
in others from £100 to £150, and others
again from £150 to £200. I do not, of
course, know, if I ever wanted to sell,
whether these valuation would he reached,
or anything approaching them. On the
value of rural lands there is no man liv-
ing who can judge of the different con-
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ditions in this State, We have a gen-
tleman living far up on the Midland rail-
way who was sent down south for the
purpose of making an inspection and
making valualions. He went over a good
deal of the country certainly, and I thinlk
he was a very fair and just man, and a
good judge of land values, but T contend
that the eonditions in the south are so
vaslly different from (hose in the north
that he eould not possibly arrive at any
approximate idea as te what the values
of the Jands are. Only last week I had
occasion to travel out some 40 miles east
of Northam. I really felt that I knew
very little about the land there. When
I got into that country I found it was
altogether different from the land upon
which I bad been living most of my life,
and I think it would be very hard indeed
for me Lo say what this land was worth.
I Formed an idea, however, that there was
a good deal of agricultural land and land
snilable for wheat growing, but T conld
not presume lo go there and set myself
up as a judge, and place any value upon
the land. The Federal Land Tax Depart-
ment, however, send a man round. He
goes to a place and asks you what the
value of the land is. You tell him 10s,,
and he says it is worth £1, and you have
to go to the Supreme Court if vou wish
to appeal against the deeision. How you
are going to prove that your opinion is
right as against his, I do not know. A
great deal of land is certainly not worth
the amount at which it is valned. T hope
there will be some finality in this matfer,
angd that we will know soon what amount
of taxation we have (o pay, and that
definite values will be placed upon the
land. Ii appears that the Taxation De-
partment can run up the values of land
for laxation purposes as much as they
like. Nohody knows what one has to
pay. The whole position is most unsaf-
isfactory, and I am not surprised at the
strong protests whieh bave been entered
against it. I have nothing furlher to
say, excepl to express my pleasure in
supporting the Address-in-reply.

Hon, F. CONNOR (North): As one
of the old members in (his House, T must
say something in snpport of the Address-
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in-reply. I regret, Sir, that two members
of this Honse whom I had the pleasure of
gitting with, have passed away. I refer
to the late Hon. R. W. Pennefather and
ihe late Hon. C. A, Piesse. Their loss
to this House is a distinet one, and their
loss to the couniry generally is greater
still. 1 think they were two very excellent
members of any Legislature, and that the
whole of 1he community must agree that
ihis is so. I want briefly to say ihat 1
am sarry for the absence of two members
who sat right belind me, T refer to Mr.
Moss and Mr. Connolly. T think their loss
foo is a distinet one, partieularly in the
ease of My, Moss, both to the House and
to the country, But against {hat we have
the faet that there are certain new mem-
hers who have come to this House. I have
listened with preat pleasure to the
speeches of some of the hon. members
who have not long been here, and who
are even new to politics and particularly
new fo this House. I am pleased
to welcoine them lere, and I am sure
thal what they say and what they do will
be of henefit to the country., 1t is rather
hard to talk very effectively or to be
very gushing anyvhow, to a House such
as we have here just at present., I should
like to say, referring o the Speech, that
it is, in my opinion, quite commonplace.
Two appointments since the last meeting
of the House have been made which meet
with my approval. The first is the ap-
pointment of Mr. Justice Medlillan io
the position of Chief Justice, and the other
is the appointment of Mr, Justice North-
more ou the Supreme Court Bench.
1 think (he Government are fo be
congratulated upon having appointed
these wmentlemen to snch high and
hanourable positions, ¥ think the
Government will not be sorry, and neither
will the eountry be, for these appoint-
ments. Speaking generally, [ wish to
refer fo the fact that the whole of the
business of this State, aeeording io the
Speech, as far ag the finanees are con-
cerned—1 mean the whole of the banking
business—has heen transferred to the
Commonwealth Bank. That in itself may
be a good thing. I am not going to dis-
pute it. But T would ask hon. members in
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this House to remember that there were
financial institutions in this couniry whieh,
hefore the advent of the Commonwealth
Bank—bhefore the Commonwealth could
write their name to a piece of paper and
say it was money—which could have been
availed of. I do not know ihat it would
be absolutely an unmixed blessing when
the time comes for ihe whole of the
business to be iransferred to (he Com-
monwealth Bank. The question of work-
ers’ homes has been discussed frequently.
1 am in favour of workers’ homes, I am
in favour of helping the wan who is
prepared to show his hona fides in the
counlry, and io scltle wn i, but people
must be able to say that they have some-
thing which belongs to them., That is
the basis of a country’s prosperity. But
T would bLke to point out that there are
greater ideals to be brought before this
country, even before workers’ homes, It
15 all right to provide homes for the
people who deserve them, provided the
country can afford to do so, but let us
make a comparison between the people
who, praetically speaking, came here
yesterday or the day before, and ihe
people who have been here thirty years,
those people who have been established
in the far North, and who have had no
consideration. I am in favour of work-
ers’ homes, but T am also in favour of
giving consideration to the people who
have developed the resources of this coun-
trv by going with their lives in their
hands into the far nlerior, and devoting
the best portion of their lives o (he
opening up of the back blocks. They
are the people who have a vight to con-
sideration, as well as those who are
praciically newcomers, and who are being
given workers' homes on either the free-
hold or leasehold system., We are told
in the Governor's Speech that a Bill is
to be introduced to provide for eonstitu-
tional reform. What is constitutional re-
form? Perhaps the Colonial Secretary
will enlighten us when he speaks. I cer-
tainly want to know what it means. We
are told also that the Trrigation Bill is
to be brought down again. Thai was be-
fore us last session, and cerfain sngges-
tions were made in regard to the measure,
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which another place would not aceept.
Then it is proposed to introduce a Land
Act Amendment Bill. T do not know to
what lhat refers. It has me completely
puzzled, T thought thal the Minister for
Lands had finished everything in connec-
tion with land reform when he framed
his famous regulations, which nearly burst
up the whole country, and whieh certainly
stopped development. I will not discuss
the Initiative and Referendum Bill; T am
opposed fo that absolutely. I am not
opposed to railway construetion, so long
as the finances of the country ean sland
it, and =0 long as everybody gets a fair
portion. We have heard a lot of talk
in another place about what this House
has done in connection with Bills, and we
are told that we are opposed to the wishes
of the people, but let us go a litile afield
und look at what is happening in the
Federal Parlinment, where Bills more
moaterial than any which have bheen
brought down here have heen submitted
by lhe Iouse of Representatives io the
Seuate, and thrown out by the Senate.
Another place has not a good word to
say abont the Legislative Council of this
State. and not a bad word about the
Senate. Here we do our best to try and
see that bad legislation is not passed,
but the Senate does not consider any-
thing; it simply says, “Because you will
not be with nsg, we will throw ownt all
legislalion which you submit to us.” "1
merely bring this forward as an object
lesson which this House might study. It
baoils ilself down fo this, that the Senate
and another place in this country are not
taking their responsibilities seriously.
What are they doing? They are simply
listening to the words or ideas of a few
people who constitute the Trades Hall
party, of not only the State but the Com-
monwealth, and they are told by eaueus
what they have to do.

Hon. J. Cornell: How does your party
do it. By mental ielepathy¥

Hon. F. CONNOR: I do not helong
to any party; T am a member of a non-
party House, and I can talk as a non-
party man, The hon. member is guided
absolutely by caucus.
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Hon. J. Cornell: I own up to it; the
hon. member will not,

Hon. F. CONNOR: There is a new
party ecoming info existence in this State,
known as the Farmers and Settlers. I
welecome that party to this House. T think
their advent in politics will be of use, but
I think they are a little bit previous, and
I warn them, or perhaps I should net say
warn them, but they seem to have the bit
between thelr teeth before having been
broken in, and it is & fair thing that they
should take advice from older politicians
and not try, as they are doing now, to go
the whole hog. Their time will ome. I
want to get down lo practical sluff in con-
nection with what I have fo say. I notice
there i1s one paragraph in the Governor's
Speech which says “My advisers have con-
tinued to give special consideration to the
requirements of the North-West, with the
result that the bhuwldings. jetties, and
tramways generally are now in a good
state of repair. while warer supplies have
been extended and improved.” Is that
the policy for the North? Is that what
the North is going to get from this Gov-
ernment? Ten milions of loan money
have been expended lately here, and what
has heen done for the North? Nothing,
The North has been positively ignored.
The heart of this State, when most of
the hon, members in this House at pre-
sent were not in Western Australia, was
the backbone and the hope and salvation
as it tarned out, of this State. Yet, in
the Governor’s Speech, if you please, we
find these words—“The future of. the
meat trade in Australia, and partieularly
in this State, has engaged the careful at-
tention of my advisers. Plans are now
being matured by which the stock-raising
industry in our Northern distriets will
receive encouragement without endanger-
ing the interests of consumers within the
State.” If ever there was n bald state-
ment made, it is that statement. It is a
statement without meaning—vyes, it has a
meaning, aund it is this, that this Govern-
ment will not do anything except what
the people who are right close by them,
and e¢an give them votes, will ask for.
That is what the statement means, if it
has any meaning. Mr. Millington said,
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and I agree with him, “I think those who
have listened attentively to the address
delivered must conclude that each and
every industry in the State hag been at-
tended to” That is another bald state-
ment, because nothing has been done for
the North, for the people who have borne
the heat and burden of the day, Lefore
even my friend the Colonial Secretary
was a member of Parliament. Absolntely
nothing has been done, and I thank Mr.
Cornell for some of the remarks he made
in addressing this House when he pro-
claimed that the North was neglected.
The main issue so far as I am eoncerned,
as a representative of the people of the
North of Western Ausirplia is, has the
North any rights? Have the people there
the vight to sav “We want cerfain things
done, because we are taxed and we pay
out taxes.” Tf they have, then I as a re-
presentative of the North will say “Give
us our rights, becanse up to now we have
not had them.”” T would like to point out
lo hon. members who are comparatively
young in polities this fact, that the far
North of Australia was the salvation of
this State, not only in rezard io the pas-
toral business, but more partienlarly, may
1 say. in connection with gold mining,
In the early days, I am speaking of tle
year 1886, when I was in the North, the
one feature of Weslern Australia which
made the outlook for the futare at all
hopeful was the discovery of gold in the
Kimberleys. I say without hesitation
that we would have no goldfields now if
it had not been for the early Kimberley
days and the pioneers whe found gold
there and subsequenily in the Eastern
goldfields. Therefore, I ask, why shounld
we be ignored? Why should nol the
North have some say and receive some
consideration in couneetion with the dis-
tribution of the finanees?

Hon. R. J. Lynn: What about the
Slate steamships?

Hon. F. CONNOR: I will come to
them later. It is the people in the North
of Western Australin who are to be
thanked for ihe development of our gold
industry which has made this State the
great State which it is. These develop-
ments afterwards enabled people to go-
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upon the land and to engage in the agri-
cultural indusiry. The whole thing rests
upon the beginning of the gold industry
in the Kimberleys in 1886. Very little
constderation has been given to this por-
tion of the State, seeing that it was the
means of the whole of this State being
opened up. Before the advent of many
hon, members in another place and in this
place it was necessary that certain things
shonld be done to develop this eountry.
Few of the present sitting members were
in Parliament when many of these works
were initiated. Almost before the pay-
ment of members there was a band of men
who were not afraid to look forward and
who determined to open up this country.
They built railways, water schemes, and
harbour works; they built the great East-
ern Goldfields water scheme and the Fre-
mauntle harbour works, This was before
many of the present members entered
Parliament and ecried about details of
small Bills, I am sorry that the Hon-
orary Minister (Hon, J. E. Dodd) is not
in his seat, I think he is intensely earnest
in what he savs and honest in every opin-
ion he expresses, but his ideas are too
small. His ideas concern the details of
an Irrigation Bill or a Mines Regulation
Bill, or something of that kind, These
things will not open up this country or
make it grow or bring it into prominence
before the rest of the world. The people
in the early days built railways, harbours
and water works and helped the goldfields
in every possible way. They constructed
schools, public buildings, hospitals, and
roads and it was done by a mere handful
of people, 70,000 to 80,000 in nunber and
not more. We have listened to hon. mem-
bers of yesterday, mushroom members I
call them. They spoke about the great
development and what they have done,
but they forgob that greater men went
before them, men before whom they
should bow down and to whose opinions
they should pgive consideration. Modest
as I am, may I be permitted to say that
I was one of those early members. West-
ern Australia, in common with the rest of
the Commonwealth, must live on its ex-
port trade. All the discussion regarding
free trade and protection is mere piffle;
all the talk about the Country party and
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the cheapening of commodities is piffle;
we must encourage export and I want to
educate the Colonial Seeretary somewhat
as to how, why and where be ean help
to make this a great country. The coun-
try should have been opened up and its
resources developed. This has not been
done and it is not being done and it will
not be done. This is a calamity for West-
ern Australia, We are allowing one of
the greatest estates which we possess, to
slip out of our hands. We are allowing
the Federal Government to walk all over
us and to elean us out and to close up one
of our best ports. There has been a great
deal of discussion regarding the price of
meat; it is one of the main issues before
the people at the present time. In this
connection the Government have done
their best, In their unwisdom and ignor-
ance they rushed inte certain proposi-
tions which will not bear the light of or-
dinary commercial understanding. They
were warned, by myself among others,
regarding the enterprises into which they
were rushing. They rushed into the pur-
chase of steamers and a whole lot of
other things, but the steamers represent
the prineipal undertaking, To make that
scheme a success the Government required
to be only statesmanlike, but they have
not even an ordinary politician in their
clan; there is nothing statesmanlike about
them. They are allowing one of the finest
provinees to be wiped oft the slate as far
as Western Aunstralin is concerned, the
noble port of Wyndham, and to be wiped
off the slate by Port Darwin, o port which
is not entitled to be the outlet for that
country. Any practical eattle man or any
man connected with the business of grow-
ing meat could tell the Government this.
Port Darwin, however, fs walking in and
taking out of our hands what would be
of immense bhenefit in many ways, not
only in eonnection with the cheapening
of meat, but alse in connection with the
development of the northern portion of
this State, There is cuuntry to the ex-
tent of ten million acres lying idle and it
is better eountry than has yet been taken
up. I am referring to Brockman’s coun-
try. He opened that up and explored it
and proved that it contains hetter pas-
toral propositions and better watered
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country than has yet been taken up. This
eountry would be faken up if it were
proved that the Government were in ear-
nest in the matter of giving facilities to
pastoralists so that they would be able
to handle their produce, but this has been
neglected by the present Government.
The Government have rushed into the
purchase of steamers. I will tell them
how they ean make their steamers a sue-
cess. The only question is whether it is
not now loo late. The Federal Government
have arranged with an English syndicate,
the Union Cold Storage Company, repre-
senled by Sir William Vesey, who is at
present in  Australia, lo ereet freezing,
ehilling, boiling down and canning works
at Port Darwin. Port Darwin is not the
plaee for (hese works. The place for them
is at Wyndham., Wyndham is the natural
pott, and eattle could be walked on the
hoof into the werks. There is not an-
other mnatural port to compare with
Wyndham, and yet the Government have
allowed the Commonwealth to get in a-
head of them, notwithstanding that the
question has been brought up so often.
Two years ago this month I made a long
speech in which I showed where the Gov-
ernment were losing ground and in what
way they could recover lost ground and
add a new province to the State. This
was by instituting at Wyudham or Derby
a small Chieago and conserving to this
eonntry what is now going to a port which
has no right to it and where the natural
conditions are opposed to the success of
the scheme. We should have had some
influence in the direction of seeuring eon-
sideration {o ihe induslry in order to help
the development of the Northern portion
of this Stale. 1 do not want to go inte
figures. The hon. Mr. Patrick eut the
ground from under my feet when he
quoted figures to show that up to the
30th June, 1913, £22,813 had been lost
on the State steamers.

The Colonial Secretarv: You did nol
take the Treasury returns as a basis. You
are quoting the year before last,

Hon, . CONNOR: I gave
date-—io 30th June, 1913.

The Colanial Secretary: Yes.

you the
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Hon. F. CONNOR: On the audited ae-
counts there is a loss shown of £22,813
for that year. To the 30th June, 1914,
the present year, there is not an audited
account. When the account is audited, [
am afraid, a great deal more loss will be
shown. However, what it does show is
that there has been a loss of £19,256,
That is a total of £42.069,

The Colonial Seeretary: Those were
the Treasury Hgures. They do not show
the profit and loss account.

Hon, ¥, CONNOR: Here they are
now, and they are published. T will not
go into delails over them, but those are
the published returns,

Hon, R, J. Lyun: The Treasury returns
are approximatiely correet.

Hon. F. CONNOR: They are not ap-
proximately correet, and that is the
trouble. The hon. gentleman who leads
in another place has told us a lot of
things. I do not want to cut them to
pieces, but his figures are awfully funny,
He says the Government have reduced
the freight on cattle from £4 to £2 10s.
As a matter of fact, the rate at present
charged on the Government steamers is
£83 6s. from Wyndham,

The Colonial Seeretary: It is £2 10s.

Hon. F. CONNOR: Very well; I will
take that as correet. I disenssed that in
reply lo an interjection by the hon, gentle-
man in this ITouse, when I said that
£4 included some of the charges which
he now says are between the £2 10s. and
the £3 6s. Does the hon. gentleman fol-
low me? 1 do not think he does. I do
not think he wanis to. Where ignorance
is bliss ’tis folly to be wise.

The Colonial Secretary:
quotes we got.

Hon. F. CONNOR: That rate of £4 in-
cluded fodder and attendance. I say it
did inelude those charges. I om not
merely thinking thig; 1 kpew it. The
hon. gentleman who leads a party in an-
other place, has told us that every Kim-
herley grower—it is the small grower
he is talking aboul-—who shipped 750
head of eattle had £1,500 hard cash put
into his pocket by the Government, Sup-
posing the hon. gentleman’s figuregs are

I know what
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right, and that he has reduced the rate by
30s., how does that prove that a grower
in shipping 750 cattle saved £1,500% The
whole thing will not hold water. It is
all the greatest possible piffle.  People
should not take it serionsly; but, unfor-
tunately, outsiders who do not under-
stand the subject take those figures seri-
ously. T will give the Colonial Secretary
the figures of his own Government.

The Colonial Secretary: Is fhat the
Hansard report?

Hon. F. CONNOR: Yes; but I am not
reading Hansard. I am gquoting from
some notes I made myself. I will read
the statement given—

The Premier: As a result of the
service we have actunally put £1,500 in
hard ‘eash into the pockets of every
Kimberley producer who has shipped
750 head of cattle.

Hon. J. Mitchell: How do you make
that out, at 10s. per head?®

I do not know, and neither does the Pre-
mier. The Premier ¢ontinued—

I am giving the figures. As a result
of the serviece we have aetually put
£1,500 hard ceash into the pocket of
each Kimberley producer who has
shipped 750 head of cattle.

That is the tale. It is all on the same
basis as when the Government tell us
they have reduced the price of beef. Be-
fore I sit down I will prove that the
Giovernment have not reduced the price
of beef. But we will get past this stage
now, because it is all not worth talking
ahout. Nobody reaily believes in it. The
Minister may tell me; but I know; I am
in the game; I know what he does not
know. I tell him all this talk about the
reduction in the price of beef is the
greatest possible piffle, and not worthy of
being repeated to sensible men.

The Colonial Seeretary : You say we
are selling the beef too cheap.

Hon. F. CONNOR: So the Govern-
ment were, and they will find that out.
The hon. gentleman will find that out
when he comes down to the facts, when
he goes into the accounts of Yandanooka.
That is a nasty word, is it not, Yanda-
nooka? The CGovernment will find that
they are selling too cheap. They put cat-
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tle on the Yandauooka estate at a price
at which the eaitle cannot be made to
pay when they are put off again. I shall
not enter into some of the details that T
could go inlo in conpection with this
matter, because I might be giving away
gecrcts. Mr. IIolmes might be able to
back me up in that; but I will pass it
over, if the Colonial Secretary will
allow me. Of course, if he de-
sires partienlars, I will give them,
Now, is Yandanooka paying ? Yanda-
nooka is an estate bought for the purpose
of subdivision, to enable the people of
this State to settle on the land. That
purpose has not been carried out. The
estate 15 used now for the purpose of
putting cattle on it and taking them away
from it again. Bome of the cattle are
not too good, and most of them are very
had; and eertainly the price paid for the
cattle which have been put on Yanda-
nooka plus the cost and the railway
freights and other things, makes the price
realised when they are brought down to
the North Fremantle markets and sold an
unpayable one. Taking into econsidera-
tion interest on the money paid for the
purchase of the station, and the expendi-
ture involved in the upkeep of the sta-
tion, there is no doubt that this partieular
proposiiion shows a decided loss. I would
like to know from the Minister where
that loss is going to be pnt. Will it be
debited to lean aceount, or will it be
debited against the profits made in the

. three butchers’ shops, which are killing

between 20 and 24 bullocks per week
between them, not enough for one small
wholesale buteher? There is interest to
he paid, and there iz a loss in trading.
Certainly there is a loss in trading in
connection with the ecattle supplied to
Vandanooka. T have proved that elearly,
Further, there 1s interest and there are
working expenses in connection with that
£140,000 scheme. I say that transaction,
taking the eost of cattle put on the estate,
and the amount received for them afier
they were sold, absolutely shows a loss.
I will prove that right up te the hilt, if
necessary, Next as (o the price of meat,
which comes into this argument more or
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less. We are told that the Government
have rednced the price of meat to the
people here. I do not say that they did
not reduce the price of meat in one or two
particular shops. They may have done
that. But who benefits by that? A few
people in the metropoliian area. Bui
who pays for it if those people in the
metropolitan area are getting their meat
cheaper than they should get it, at lower
prices than the meat is worth in the open
market by auction sale? Who pays for
that? The people generally, and in par-
tieular the people ofethe far North, who
get no benefit whatever in return., I
want to hinge all my remarks on the fact
that I am here as a representative of the
North of this State to try and get some
justice, which up to the present the North
has not heen able to get. Will the
Colonial Secretary tell us whether in com-
puting the cost of the delivery to the
2,000 people, say, who receive this cheap
meat in Perth, the cost of the abatteirs
at Kalgoorlie, of the abattoirs at Mid-
land Junetion, and of the abattoirs and
sale vards at North Fremantle has been
included? TIs that cost debited againsi
the profit made in the meat shops? And
while T am on that question I would
warn the hon. gentleman that as far as
Midland Junetion abattoirs are concerned
I do not think they will ever operate, be-
cause no drainage has been provided in
connection wifh them. The people living
in that distriet have their common law
rights and their ordinary rights, and they
say that once the Governmenf commence
operations there will be legal troubles.
However, that is a matter in which the
Government must look out for themselves,
I believe, further, that the Government
put those Midland Junction yards on
railway gronnd—ground which the Rail-
way Department now elaim, and to which
I think they have a right. I was going
to speak ahout all this cheapening of
meat, and T am sorry to see that the
Colonial Secretary has gone away.

Member: Things are too warm for him.

Hon, F, CONNOR: I was about to
refer to the question of the distribution
of meat. This talk of the cheapening of
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meat to the people hoils itself down to
the faet that in the whole of this State
three Government buichers’ shops are
operating, one in Perth, one in Fremantle,
and one in Subiaco. I do not know
which 15 the Subiaco shop, hut I suppose
it is the football barrackers’ one, Now,
this is an extraordinary thing—and [
know what I am talking about—that the
whole of the meat distribnted in the
butchers’ shops belonging to the Govern-
ment of this State pans out at from 20
to 24 bodies a week. That is the turn-
over for the whole of the three shops:
and that is not sufficient, or not more
than sufficient, to make a success of an
ordinary small wholesale butcher’s estah-
lishment. The whole of the output of
the butehers’ shops run by the Govern-
ment is not more than sofficient to ecarry
on, or show a profit for, one butchery
doing 20 to 24 bodies a week. Does the
whole of the State benefit by that? T do
not think it is so. I think a few people
who go to the shops here benefit. Tnstead
of 2,000 benefiting, I would say only a
fonrth of that aumber benefit; say, 400
or 500 people; no more. Then we must
take into consideration that these Gov-
ernment shops sell absolutely for cash and
that they will not deliver. I do not think
that is fair trading. If the Government
hutcheries went all over the State, and
gave everybody in the State the oppor-
tunity of buring meat at those prices, it
would be different. Buf it is not fair
trading to establish just two or three
shops by way of proving the proposition
of the Government, and to establish those
shops rmight up against men who are
battling their way and who have not
the finances of the country at the back of
them to meet any deficit that crops up.
I do not think that is fair trading.
As a warning, I would ask the Colonial
Seeretary to take into comsideration the
fael that we are about lo lose in this
State one of ifs greaiest assets, namely,
the distribution of the meat necessary for
the people of the State. Take, for ex-
ample, New Zealand. In the Dominion
you will see meat works dotted all over
the country, and although they have there
only about 20 millions of sheep each year,
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they distribute to other parts of the world
from four to five million lambs and mut-
ton. There is an example which this
State should follow. Even to-day, in face
of the fact that there are all these meat
works dotted all over New Zealand, bigger
concerns are being put up on eo-operative
lines. We should have something like
that here. We should have some assist-
ance in the far North to grow meat for
the people. Up to the present we have
not had that assistance. We can take also
Queensland. Ten or 15 years ago Queens-
land was in a state of very great depres-
sion indeed, The people there connected
wilh the pastoral industry were in a very
bad state. However, the Government as-
sisted private enterprise to establish meat
works, with the result that Queensland
has prospered. We have the possibility of
heing able to rival Queensland and New
Zealand. 1 wish it to be clearly under-
stood that 1 am only trying to bring home
to the Government the fact that they have
missed the ’bus, or nearly missed the ‘bus;
that it is possible for them yet to re-
trieve the sitwation; trying merely to
bring home to them the faet that if they
will assist the people to get a water sup-
ply at Wyndham, the people there will
be able fo find their own way afierwards.
It is not yet too late because, although
Port Darwin, by the faet that an agree-
ment has been eniered into with an Eng-
lish eompany, hag the first say, still they
have to build their railway to get out and
bring their stoek in. There is yet time to
retrieve the situation, There is yet a
hope that we may save that province to
this State, It would indeed be a political
sin and a calamity generally if we were to
lose it. T wish to bring that home to the
Colonial Secretary, and I ask him to try
to save the sitnation, to try to conserve
fo this State a great industry which is
about to be lost to it, if the Government
do not take the necessary steps. I ask
that it should be paramount in their
ideas; then afterwards, when we get these
measures brought before us, the Irriga-
tion Bill, the Mines Regulation Bill, and
new railway Bills, we will rush them along
and pass them through for the Govern-
ment. . But, first of all, the Government
must remember the people who were the
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first to open up the resources of the State
—I was one of their representatives 20
odd years ago in the Parliament of this
State—and 1 plead here and now that
some justice shall be done to the district
1 am referring to.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew): Ii is almost unnecessary
for me to say that Mr, Colebatch is a keen
eritie, a close reasoner and knows exactly
what weapons to select from his armoury
when engaged in conflict with an adver-
sary. That is a proposition which I think
all will admif who have had Parliamentary
experience of the hon. gentleman, On top
of all this bhe 15 an uncompromising op-
ponent of the present Adminisiraiion.
But, if the case made out against the Gov-
ernment by Mr. Colebateh is the best that
can be put forward, then I and my col-
lengues have every reason for gratifiea-
tion. The attack was a singularly weak
one, and it was gunite evident that My,
Colebatch was suffering from & poverty
of material. Mueh of ihe material he
used mn the conrse of his address will not
bear a critical examination, or even u
superficial inspection, There are several
connts in the indictment he framed
against the Government, The Workers’
Homes Board wili not advance money—
for what purpose?—to buy jerry built
houses; but prefer to add residences lo
those already erected. Freights on fertili-
sers have been raised. The Perth tram-
ways are being run at a loss. The min-
ing industry has not had a chance, The
gold yield bas gone down for the first
five months because of an industrial
trouble at Yonanmi last month; becaunse
of that, the only industrial trouble in
the mining indusiry which we know of,
the gold yield has gone down. The
sleeper contract has been bungled. The
Government are selling meal too cheaj.
The Minister for Education has framed
an obnoxious regulation. Immigration
has fallen off. We have increased the
public debf by £20 a head. The State
Savings Bank profits have decreased.
Our exports have dropped. Imports have
enlarged. The selection ballot and pledge
-—adopted not only by the Labour party
but also by the Country party, two re-
presentatives of whom we have in this



352

Chamber—are excrescences on the Consti-
tution. And last, but I suppose not the
least, the members of the Ministry have ex-
ploited the leasehold lands of the Crown.

It will thus be seen that the hon. gentle-
man was at his best, and did not hesi-
tate to introduce the personal element in
order to give a finishing touch {o his al-
tack. With regard to the slalement that
Ministers have exploited the leasehold
lands of the Crown, if they have been
doing so they certainly bave not been ex-
ploiting the eondilicnal purchase lands,
which was done by some of our prede-
cessors. And when I make that remark
T inlend no retlection on those genilemen.
They had a perfeet right to do so, pro-
vided that they did npot uniilise any in-
formation not available to ihe general
public. Wilh regard to the statement
made, I may say that Ministers did—if is
well known; they made no secret of it--
select pastoral areas in the State. But
where did they go? To far distant Eucla,
a rabbit and dingo-infested locality, and
they took up pastoral land. They have
no security of lenure whatever; the land
can be resumed at any time by any Gov-
ernment without one penny compensation
being paid, exeept for improvements that
gre in aceordance with the law. This land
was open for selection for years. It was
tuken np years ago and abandoned, and
the same opportunity of securing it was
available lo everyone else in a similar
measure as it wag to Ministers. Mr. Cole-
bateh touched on lhe increased rate o
fertilisers carried on the Govern-
ment railways, and Mr. Baxter also
allnded to the same matter. The reasen
for the action of the Government will ba
formd in the report of the Commissioner
of ‘Railways for 1913. The Commissioner
wrote—
Fertilisers are earried at 4d. per
tén per mile—a rate which, I believe,
-1i8 without parallel in Australia. It
“wis infroduced in November, 1907; the
Cgeownds for its adoption being the en-
~eommgement of wheal-growing, and the
“development of new agriculbural areas.
Tt wag 'gaid then that the fertilisers
- wollld be ¢arried in ‘wagons which other-
“wised woild rin empty to the country
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to relurn to the coast laden with wheat;

that it was necessary in order to induce

the more general use of fertilisers, and

50 inerease the yield per acre; and that

the low frieght granted would foster

the prosperity of the agricultural in-

duslry, and thus in other directions add

to the revenue of the Department.
The Commissioner then showed that the
fertiliser traffic had not been arranged
as expected, and that for the year 1912.13
only 62,181 tons of fertilisers were
hauled an average distance of 170 miles,
at a Joss to the State of £27,594.

Hon. J. J. IHolmes: ls there anything
about the rate on coal in that report?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : T will
toneh on that later. 1 think all who give
this matter impartial consideration will
agree that it would be unfair to the gen-
eral taxpaver that this state of affairs
should continue, The in¢reased rates rs-
present no great burden to the farmer, 1t
is estimated that a 5-ton truck of fer-
tiliser is sulficient for 150 aeres, The in-
creased rates are as follows:—For 50
miles, 3s. 9d. per ton, or 1.50d. per aere;
for 75 miles 3s. 4d. per ton, or 2.1d.
per acre; 100 miles, s, 3d. per ton, or
2.50d. yer acre. From these figures it will
be seen that the increases range from
114d. to 2%ad. per aere, aceording to the
distanee hauled. The average yield in
eonnection with last season was 12
bushels to the acre, and on that basis the
maximum increased cost per acre, owing
to the imposilion of fertiliser rates that
will enable haulage to be carried on with-
out loss, would he one-fifth of a penny
rer bushel. The old rates meant
a positive loss to the department,
and the new rates imposed by the
Commissioner of Railways will leave
no margin of profit. The expenditure on
working railways in Western Australia is
heavier than is the case in the Eastern
States owing in some measure to the high
cost of fuel and water. The interest bill
also is inereasing rapidly in consequence
of the enormous

Hon. H. P. Colebateh: Cost of eon-
struction,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
expansion of railway eonstruetion in this
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Btale through the agricultural distriets.
The net result of the operation of the spur
lines through the agricultural districts for
1012-13 was a loss of £47,878. Now, the
Government are desirous of assisting the
struggling farmers in every possible way.
They have shown that théy are so desirous
in a practical manner since they have been
in office. But the rate enjoyed previpusly
in connection with the carrying of these
fertilisers was not only enjoyed by the
struggling farmer but also by the old
established farmer who was in a perfectly
satisfactory position to pay for value re-
eeived. We were carrying these fertilisers
at a loss for the old established farmer
who had thousands of acres under cultiva-
tion and who was in a position to pay
the Government for the value of the ser-
vices rendered to him by the railways of
the State. Mr. Colebateh has alluded to
what he ecalled the attitude taken up by
the Premier with regard to the increase
in the fertiliser raies and the increase on
the freights of Collie eoal. He stated
that a deputation of coal miners, the
politieal supporters of the Government,
had waited on the Premier, that the Pre-
mier had received them and promised that
the matter would be referred to a Com-
mission, but that on the cother hand, the
farmers who had desired an interview
with the Premier in regard to the imposi-
tion of fertiliser rates had had their re-
quest refused. The request was refused,
that is gquite correet, and it is the only
portion of Mr, Colebatch’s  statement
which was correct. The deputation which
wailed on Lhe Premier was not a depufa-
tien of coal miners, and it was not made
up of supporters of the Government. It
was a deputation of the mine owners who
were hostile to the Government and the
Premier did promise to gei a Commission
appointed to go into the matter.

Hon., E. M. Clarke: They got a re-
duction.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: As
te whether the increased rate should be
reduced, a proviso was made. The Gov-
ernment would not even make the con-
cession of a Royal Commission until the
mine owners had agreed to supply the
Giovernment and the Government depart-
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ments, including the ramway system, at
4s, a ton instead of 6s. a ton as they had
tendered. The coal rates are not so un-
profitable to the railway system as the fer-
tiliser rates, Coal rates are ¥%4d. per tou
per mile, whereas fertiliser rates are Md.
per ton per mile, the lowest in Australia,
if not in the whole world. The hon. gen-
tleman also commented upon the regula-
tions under the Educalion Act in regard
to seholarships, and stated that the prin-
ciple was a votien one. I can say this,
that if it iz a rotten one, it is a prineiple
which has received endorsement throungh-
out Auslralia. At any rate, three Aus-
tralian Staies have ncted npon the same
prineiple. The position is this, that until
this year candidates of the secondary
schools at whieh these scholarships had
never previously been leld were not
allowed to compete. Some restrictions
had to be imposed. The Government pro-
posed to make a eoncession, but at the
same (ime they had to exercise some de-
gree of caation. At the suggestion of the
headmasters of the secondary sehools, who
were met in conference by the Director
of lXdueation, it was decided to malke the
seholarships open to all with an income
limit if the lalter was thought necessary.

Hon. H. P. Colebateli: Are you aware
that the headmasters unanimously deny
that?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
was not aware of that, 'This statement
which [ give to the House was made by
the Director of Education. The action
taken, at any rate, was in the interests of
the non-State schools which previously
bad received no recognition whatever in
the matter.

Hon. H, P. Colebateh: Every one of the
headmasters denies this.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: It
must be remembered that the State high
schools are still free and that this is
equivalent to a scholarship covering a
term of years, and all who are admitted
can even now receive their education free,
but if the income is in excess of £250 a
year the Grovernment refuse to supply
them with free board and lodging. In
New South Wales, Victoria and Queens-
land such scholarships are open only to
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children of parents with a limited income.
In New South Wales the total income
must not cxceed £200 or £50 per ahnum
for each member of the tamily; in Vie-
toria ii must not exceed £250, whatever the
size of the family., In Queensland it
must not exceed £156 per annum or £50
For each meniber of the family. Our re-
gulations in this connection are more gen-
erons than exist in any other of the Aus-
frahan Siates.

Hon. . P. Colebatch: Why did you
nol put the regulations on the Table of
the Ilouse?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. Mr. Colebateh had sneered at the
references in the Speech to the profitable
working of the Perth tramways. 1 think,
however, the hon. gentleman was speak-
ing without his book. For the eleven
months of the year the earnings from the
Perth iramways were £107,495. The
operating costs, including rolling stock
and expenditure on the track, outbuild-
ings, and £9,166 spent on repairs,
amounted to £65,479, leaving a balance
of £41,016. The interest, of eourse, has
tu he debiled against that, but there is
no need to provide for depreciation, The
asset is not only fuily maintained, but
is even enlarged out of revenue. There
is no neeessity. consequently, to make any
provision for depreciation. The track is
kept in order, and if any rolling slock is
required il is purchased, and so right
along the line. He says that the “pur-
chase of the trams was the first specific
agl of eentralisation thal can be charged
against any Qovermment.” It is very
hard indeed to take the hon. gentleman
serionsly or o discover how he arrives
af such a conclusion, Of course we will
be prepared o admit that the City must
benefit indireelly to a very consjderable
extent from the faef that the trams are
nationalised, but that is not a propesition
which will be aceepted by the hon, gentle-
man for one moment. It is very strange
indeed, if this was an act of eentralisation,
that it was opposed in this Chamber and
in another place by every member who is
representing the City in either House.

Hou. H. P. Colebatch: Oh, no!

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Not
only was it opposed, but it was eharaeter-
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ised as coufiseation and deseribed as day-
light rohbery. There was even an attempt
made by My, Somwers to bring Mr,
Mollox here to the Bar of the House in
order that be might profest against the
robbery that was aboul to be perpetrated.
Tlis House guve-its sanetion, however, (o
ille mepsure which was introduced by
the Governmenl, although Mr. Cole-
batehh endeavoured io kill the Bill by
moving that it be read “this day six
months,”  1f the pnrchase of the Perth
tramways was an aet of centralisalion,
the first specific act of eentralisation
which has heen committed by any Gov-
ernmment in the State, this House lent is
approval to the deed. We now come to
the question of butehers’ shops. Mr.
Colebatch stated  that 1,300 people
were getfing cheap meat and that
300,000 were paying for it. The
tune, however, has altered very nuuch
since lhis malter was first discussed in
the Legislative Couneil, Twelve months
ago hon. members ridiculed the idea that
the Government were selling eheap meat.
I'hey stated that we had not brought down
the price of meat a fraction of a penny
in the past. Now it appears that the
chieap meat has arrived at last. It s
said that we are selling it at a loss. Cer-
tainly, for three or four weeks last vear
we were aetnally selling at a loss of about
£30 a week, but we have soon pulied our-
selves together. The idea of the Minister
for Agrienlture, who controls this par-
ticular department. is to preserve uni-
form prices thronghout the year. THa
I'as done so, and highly suceessfully foo.
It is stated that because the price of
mutton is high at the present time, the
State steamers have failed in achieving
the ohject for which they were bought,
Rut evervbody should know that the State
sleamers were not put on fo bring down
the price of mufton in particular. but
especinlly to hring down the price of
Leel, and they have fulfilled that object.
Thev have brought down to the metro-
polilan area a eonsiderable quantity of
meat since they were put on.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: To the
buceaneers.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I will
deal with that presently, With regard to

beef
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the State steamers, T think that the re-
marks of Mr. Holmes are sufficient
reply to all eriticism which has heen
indulged in in conneclion with this par-
ticular enterprise.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do you mean my
remarks on the administration?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
feel that no Government which will ever
wet into power in the future will dare to
tnke off these steamers, Mr. Holmes's
argumenis in reference to the proposal
are, in my opinion, unchallengeable. He
stated that the producers of the North-

West were as mueh entitled to con-
sideration as the produncers of the
South, When we come to consider

that in order to assist the agricultural
industry this State is prepared to suffer
a loss of something like £48,000 a year in
commection with our agricultural railways.
and surely when this nuestion of provid-
ing these small producers in the North-
West with facilities to bring down their
sfock to markét is also considered. eriti-
cism should be silenced. WWhat was the
position before the State steamers were
put on 7 No small holder had an oppor-
tunity of gelting his stoek to market
direct, FBvervone was considered a small
holder who was prepared to ship no
more than 3,000 head of stock. He who
had less than 3,000 head of stock to ship
was regarded as a small holder. Conse-
cuently he could not get any accommo-
dafion from those who were running the
ships. Unless he was prepared to send
down 3.000 head of stock in five or six
different shipments, the steamship ecom-
panies had no fime for him whatever.
All that bas, however, heen removed.
The State sieamers have been put on,
every accommodation that was necessary
lias been supplied to the producers in
the North, Some of Mz, Holmes’s state-
ments were inaccurate, but I propose to
deal with these later. In regard to the
Tsperance railway, T am only making
brief reference to it now, I shall have
ample opportunity at a later stage of
going fully into the question. There is
a Bill coming down and it will be neces-
sary for me to introduce it. Members
will no doubt express their feelings in
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connection with that project and I shall
have an opportunity of replying to them.
There is no doubt that the official re-
ports supplied by the Registrar General
vequire to be, dealt with, If these re-
ports weve a sure indieation of the valne
of the disirict as an agrieultural pro-
dueer I do not think it would be possible
to  justify (he undertaking. I can
assure the House, however, that these
figures are absclutelv misleading through
no fault at all of the statistician.
Mz, Colebateh supplied figures which T
accept as correct, as to the extent of
land in the Esperance district, under cal-
tivation. His figures showed that there
were 1,574 acres under wheat, 2,117 an-
der wheaten hay, 41 under ocats, and 279
under oaten hay, making a total of 4,011
under ecultivation there. T deny that
there are anything like 4,011 acres under
proper eultivation throughout the whole
of (he Esperance area, I was down there
last July and got into toueh with a great
majority of the producers in that dis-
trict. I saw many farmers, and those I
did not see I got information about, and
from my observations and from what I
could glean, T can say that there are not
more than 700 acres of land in that dis-
triet under proper eultivation, as we
know it in the other agricultural dis-
triets of Western Australia. At Grass
Pateh T saw 160 aeres under proper eul-
tivalion at Mr. Thompson’s farm; I saw
200 acres cultivated by Dr. Richardson,
and also 200 acres cultivaied by his son.
I saw 10 and 20 acres at different places
cultivated in the best possible manner,

and in every instance where proper
methods were adopted the crop was
everything that could be desired. With

regard to the crops of Dr. Richardson
and his son, and Mr. Thompson, I
had not seen any like them in other
districts of the State. If hon. members
would only give the matter a moment’s
eonsideration, they would come to the
conelusion that there was no likelihood
of such a large acreage as that mentioned
by Mr. Colebatch being under ecuitiva-
tion there. There are 56 settlers all
told in that agrieultural area, and that
number includes the owner of Grass
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Pateh farm. IF all the 56 settlers culti-
valed their land it wounld mean an aver-
age of 71 acres each in order to make
up the 4,011 acres gquoted. The thing is
preposterous. In many instances very
large areas have been merely scratched,
but as for cunltivation, there is nothing
approaching the area quoted. The pro-
cedure adopted is that the land is mul-
lenised, and while live roots are still

in the soil, the ground is merely
seratched over and no fertilisers are
used, It costs £7 a ton to get
fertilisers to this part of  the

State, so that hon. members will see the
impossibility of using them there. As
these areas have been merely seratched
over, the statisties furnished to the
Registrar General and which are rtead
by members of Parliament and the pub-
lie, are misleading and will eontinue to
be misleading.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Will you sab-
mit details when you bring down the
Railway Bill?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Iam
prevented from doing so. All these re-
turns are confidential and cannot bemade
public. If I were in the position to sup-
ply members with the information in re-
gard to the individual erops, I would pro-
bably be able o clear the atmosphere in
an effective way. But even according
to Mr. Colebateh’s figures——

Hon. H. PP. Colebateh: They are not
my figures, they are offieial figures.

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY: T am
throwing the responsibility on fhe hon.
gentleman.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: T refuse to take
it; they are the Registrar General’s
figures.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
lion., member submitted them, and I
accept them as correct, and I be-
lieve they ave. According to those
figures, during 1912-13, 2.672, acres
were under cultivation, and last geason
the acreage was 4,011, an increase of G5
per cent. in one yvear. Does it not show
that these settlers have some confidenece
in the district, when, though this House
has repeatedly refnsed them the railway

[COUNCIL.) .

enabie them
produce to market,
increasing the

which they desire, to
to ecarry their
they have gone on
aereage under cultivation 2 At any
rate, it is elear that they lave
inereased it by 65 per cent., in one year,
according to the figures supplied by Mr.
Colebateh, and which I believe are cor-
rect. Mr, Colebateh appeared to favonr
ihe through line. He did not say so ex-
uctly, but many who are not aware how
he voted in conneetion with the project
previously might be apt to come to snch
a eonelnsion. When we brought down
the Bill for the construction of the rail-
way before, Liie hon. member voted against
it. 1 am not in a position to say whether
he spoke against it; at any rate he
showed his opposition to the propesal.
His remarks with reference to the isola-
tion of the land I do not propose to
stress. At the same time they
show a onarrow spirit, and if the
principle eontuined in the contention
were acied upon, it would mean that
we should confine the development
of Western Australia to areas already
in loneh with the railway system. Then
the hon. member went off like a Maxim
gun in reeiting the iniquities of the Gov-
cernment, He said that the Government
had increased the publie debt to the ex-
tent of £20 a bhead. They may have done
that, [ have not taken time to go into the
matter, but it they did, the Government
id so largely with the approval of the
hon, member himself. The Loan Esti-
mates are subinitted to this Touse once
a year, and T have seen hon. members
examining them very carefully. I have
heard eriticism of the policy of the Gov-
ernment, and of their proposed under-
fukings, but, perhaps in regard to State
enterprises, I do not think that during
the past three years there has heen any
adverse comment on any of the other
undertakings whieh have been submitted
by the Government to this Flouse for its
consideration. I admit that not only
the hon. member but other hon. members
have shown strong opposition lo the
trading enterprises of the Government,
but the money spent in conneetion with
these enterorises is merely a drop in the
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ocean. The total amonnts to something
like £241,000, and it has been said that
the Clovernment have raised something
like £10,000,000.

Hon. E. M. Clarke: You are nol vut
of the wood yet,

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY: 1
am prebty well certain and 1 can justify
my statement, that Mr, Colebatch and
olher members would have inereased the
public debt considerably more if they
had been afforded an opportunity to do
s0. We find evidence of that last session
in various ways, and in speeches made in
the debate on the Address-in-reply. If
we accepted the propoesals of hon. mem-
bers of this House, the public debt would
not only be increased £20 per head, but
it would have been increased something
like £40. To give hon. members an idea
how the public debt had been increased,
I will furnish a few items—only a few
—I have not had time to go into the mat-
ter thoronghly. The workers' homes were
responsible for £529,000; railway exten-
sions for £3,400,000. TIs there any ob-
jection to these proposals? Everyone is
in favour of workers’ homes, and every-
one wants railways, and when I rose in
my plaee to move the second reading of
Railway Bills last session hon. members

said that there was no necessity for
speeches.
Hon. J. J. Holmes: Not if we are

getting value for our money.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
Perth  trams were responsible for
£500,000. The Legislative Council ap-

proved of the purchase of the tramway
system. On immigration—and it is said
that we have done nothing in this diree-
tion-——we spent £200,000. The Agricnl-
tural Bank—there is no objeetion to this
inelitution, surely--was responsible for
£621,000, while, in regard to the State
implement works-—and I am sorry to see
ihat we have lost one avdent supporter
m  Mr. Patrick—we spent  £40,000.
Walter supplies and sewerage were respon-
sible for £681,000, and the Fremantle
harbour for £201,000. These are only
a few ifems, but they show what we are
doing in order to develop the material re-
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sources of Western Ausiralia. The total
amounis fo £6,170,000. Then there is the
developtent of agricuiture. A huge sum
has been spent in that divection, as well
as in the development of mining. Mr.
(‘clebateh said in regard to immigrafion
that we were drifiing, and that the other
States had been doing more. Tet us see
what the other Staftes did in the 12
months ended 31st December, 1913, These
returns are made up for the calendar
vear, singe when 1 do not think any re-
turns have been made available, In that
period Vicloria introdueed 12,146 immi-
grants, New South Wales 9,861, Western
Australia 7,708,

Hon. H, P. Colebateh: It is since then
that I spoke about.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Queensland 4,758, and South Australia
2,7569. When we come to consider the
population of Vieloria and New South
Wales, and also consider the size and
population of Western Australia, mem-
bers will see in proportion to the popu-
lation we have done vastily more than any
of the other States,

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: But it is since
then that [ refer to.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
There was a lull in the first quarter., The
second quarfer showed an improvement.
The 1ull was not due to any aclion on the
part of the Government. T was going to
read to members an extract from the
speech made by Sir Newton Moore, the
Agent General, at the West Australian
dinner, but Mr, Patrick bas saved me
that trouble. Sir Newion Moore stated
definitely that he had not been asked to
call a halt in regard o hnmigration, but
1 will admit that, owing (o the better-
ment of the industrial condilions of the
Old Couniry, there has been difficulty in
getting immigrants.  Another reason is
that there were eerlain arrangements
made wilh the Eastern States. They pro-
posed to fall into line with us, but the
promise was not adhered to, There is
another reason why the iniroduction of
immigrants into Western Aunstralia has
not been on the scale which hitherto ob-
tained, Reference has been made to the
faet that our Savings Bank deposits are
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decressing. Fverveone expected that, and
evervone knows the reason for the de-
crease. and Mr. Colebateh better than
anyone else, There is competition by the
Federal institution at the present time.
That is solely responsible for the de-
crease., It is not due fo any action of
the present Government or any feeling

of insecurity. It is simply and
solely due te our monapoly hav-
ing been supplanted by the es-
tablishment  of  another  institution

to compete with that already in existence.
Again, as compared with 1911 the hon.
member stated that exports are decreas-
ing and imperts are increasing, I point
out that the exports in 1911, which the
hon. member took as his basis, because the
previous Government were then in power,
included a very heavy export of gold to
India in eonneetion with the Durbar. The
deerease is due to less gold and specie
being exported in 1913 than in 1911, Dur-
ing 1911 our exports totalled £10,606.863.
Of this. gold and specie represented
£7.019.967, leaving the bhalance £3,556,806
for pencral merchandise. In 1913 the ex-
ports totalled £9,128,607, of which gold
and specie represented £4,370,263, but
general merchandise amounled fo £4,758,-
344. We exported general merchandise
io the exient of £1,171,448 wore in 1913
than in 1911, but in gold and specie we
went back, This may be due to business
exigencies or to the inscrutable designs of
Providence, but certainly the Government
are not to blame. The increase in the ex-
port of general merchandise of £1,170,-
000 shows that the country is prosperous
under the present Administration. The
true indieation of the permanent wealth
of o country is its export of general mer-
chandise, and it will be seen from the
figures that during the last three years
our exports in this direction have in-
creased beyond all anticipations. The
reason for the inerease of imports is very
obvious. We have been carrying out a
very heavy public works poliey. It has
heen stated that we have borrowed ten
millions of money; this is news to me.
‘We have horrowed a considerable amount,
but we bave been carrying out a publie
works policy without parallel in the his-
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tory of the State for a similar peried.
We .have been introduecing large quanti-
ties of material, quantities far in excess
of anything imported previously during a
similar period. And not only has the
State been making heavy impottations in
this respect but the Federal Government
also, in eonnection with the eonstruction
of the Trans-Australian railway. There
is one solitary item apart from rolling
stock and machinery, namely jute goods,
the inereased importation of whieh since
1011 amounted to £153,000. The hon.
Mr, Colebateh should be aboul the last to
complain regarding the inerease in im-
ports in comsequence of his attitude in
connection with the Jrrigation Bill, the
object of which was to make this State
self-contained. If that Bill had become
law when it was introdueced hy the present
Government three years ago. we would
be well on the way to provide a remedy
against these heavy importations of food-
stufls which should be produced here. An-
other complaint is that there has been a
deerease in the acreage of land taken up.
We admit that this is so, but there has
been more bona fide settlement, The boom
days when land was sold at excessive
prices, regarding which {he hons. Mr.
Carson and Mr. Baxier so loudly com-
plained last week, are over. Instead of
the speeulator and the land-boomer being
in aclive operation, the hona fide settler
is going on the land, To-day we are suf-
fering from the effects of the system in-
troduced by a previous Government, and
we have to bear the burden of the conse-
quences which have followed.

Hon. J. Cornell: St. George’s Terrace
farmers have become a (hing of the past.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
appreciated very much the tone of the
remarks of the hon. Mr. Holmes. They
were framed in a spirit which is all too
rare in this Chamber, in my experience.
1 quite expected that he was a
champion of the State steamers,
because I had read in the Carnarvon
Times the report of an interview he gave
on the day after his election, in which he
siated tbat his advocacy of State steamers
had induced many of the electors to vote
in his favour. The hon. member had
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three or [our opponents, but all of those
gentlemen were in opposition to the en-
terprise.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They want the
sleamers, bul they want them run pro-
perly.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
that is =o, the reporters could not have
given a correet account of their meetings,
because from my reading of the reports
they were strongly hoslile to the State
running a sleamship service, and if they
were all in favour of it there must have
been -a strange -inconsistency somewbere.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The trouble is that
the steamers are not run propetly.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
arguments of the hon., member in
support of the service are unan-
swerable, I have given my reasons, and
it is not necessary to repeat them. Prev-
ious to the establishment of this service,
Port Hedland producers received no
consideration whatever from the shipping
companies. The Kimberley district trade
engzaged the whole of their attention. I
think this is perfectly correct, and T am
making a statement whieh figures will
prove to be aceurate. In 1911 only 500
head of caitle were shipped from Port
Hedland, but in- 1912, when the State
steamers eame into competition with the
other vessels, 6,000 head of catfle were
shipped from that port. The result is
that private enterprise in this distriet
will be eneouraged, and the same applies
{hronghont the Kimberleys, and it will
before long resnit in large traets of pas-
toral country being taken up by private
enterprise. ] must offer an objection to
one of the statements made by the hon.
AMr. Holmes. He stated that our steamers
are carrving almost solely for large hold-
ers. This is not a fact, and I can prove
it. We have accommodated every small
man who has applied for space to date.
Several small men have applied and have
been provided with aecommodation. T
admit that there are insiances where small
men have secured spaee and have after-
wards sold {heir bullocks to large holders,
and the mobs have eome down apparently
as belonging to the large holders. But
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ihis is a waiter which dves not concern
the adminisiraiion of the department.
Had we not placed the steamers in the
frade, the producers would not be able te
sell their stock to the large owners at the
prices which they now obtain. The hon.
Mr. Holines made n general statement and
1 will give a specific reply to it. This
vear we are ecarrying stock for Bridge,
Erennan, F. Taylor, Alex. Dunbar, M.
J. Durack—who has no conneetion with
the firm of Connor, Doherty, & Durack—
Robt. Sexton, Chas, Newman Boothy,
MeDonald Bros., Farquharson, Mortimer
Kelly, Gordon Buchanan, Holmes Bros.,
the Stock Department, and the Aborigi-
nes Departwent. These are all small

owners, -The large owners for whom
we are ecarrying—this  information
is taken from the ™hooks of the

State steamship service—are Elder, Shen-
ton, and Connor, Doherty. We are bring-
ing down 7,300 head for the small hold-
ers, and we are bringing 1,319 head for
{he large holders. I fail to see how it can
be maintained with any degree of aecur-
acy that we are running the ship to bring
down ecattle for the large holders of stock.
T may say also that the nnmber of cattle
offering this season is eonsiderably larger
than we ean ship, and a s{rong recom-
mendation was received from the acting
manager that we should eharter a vessel
in order to accommoduie the producers
of the North-West. After giving the mat-
ter a great deal of eonsideralion, we came
to the conclusion that it was not wise to
charter, and Lhat if there was a necessity
for another vessel the best thing the Gov-
ernment could do wounld be to buy one.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: (ive them freezing
works and you will not want to by any
more steamers.

The COLONTATL, SECRETARY: The
lion. Mr. Holmes referred to the mortality
among the “Kwinana” stoek. Tt is cer-
tainly frue that heavy mortality occurred
during the first two trips. It was a very
hot summer in the North, and the catile
were unable to stand it. We started the
scasan much earlier this year than last.-
During the first irip the cattle were
vervy greatly overheated and were all
“tongning” when placed on board, and
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some of them actnally died in the yard.
The master of the vessel protested against
shipping cattle in this condition, but the
shippers insisted on him carrying out his
contract. Since then the weather has been
normal.  On her last lrip, this steamer
brought down 780 head and there was no
mortality. On the previous trip she
hrought down 716 head and only twe
head died, The “Western Australia” has
made two trips recently, and was free
from nortality. I wish to compliment
the hon. Mr. Carson on the tone of his
speech; it was pre-eminently fair. He
advoeated the bulk handling of wheat;
the Government have already taken action
in this eonneetion, and a board were ap-
pointed to thoroughly investigate the
matter. The board’s reecommendations
are now under consideration and definite
steps will be taken on the return of the
hon. Mr. Bath from the Eastern States.
The hon. gentleman complained of the
high prices charged by the previous Gov-
ernment for land to setflers in the dry
areas. The Government have had this
malter in hand and before very long they
will annonnce their policy. I may say
that the Government sre thoroughly in
sympathy with the agitation for the re-
duetion of prices. Meanwhile none of
these farmers who appear to be .entitled
to consideration and who have been re-
commended by the board as worthy of
recognition, will suffer hardship in any
shape or form if thev can be legitimately
assisted by the Government. The hon,
member stated that the State hotels were
not paying, and the hon. Mr. Patrick said
that only £2,000 profit had been made
last year. It is sorprising to me where
hon., members obtain such infermation.

Hon, W. Patriek: It is in the return.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon, member stated that no interest or
depreciation had been charged. The hon.
Mr. Carson made this statement through-
onl his election, and it is altogether in-
acenrate. The gross profits of the
Dwellingup and Gwalia hotels during
1912 and 1913 were £3,725 and £2,091
respectively, and the net profits were
£3,208 and £1,318 respectively, A bal-
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ance sheet was laid on the iable of the
House last year, but I daresay it was not
examined ny those hon. members who
have criticised the State hotels, At any
rate they appear to have very little know-
ledge as to where to find out the financial
position of the hotels.

Hon. W. Patrick: I quoted from the
latest returns.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Not
only is provision made for interest on
capital but for depreciation and for the
re-payment of capital. Affer making all
these debits, o very substantial profit is
shown. DBesides this, every convenience
in the way of aceommodalion is afforded
in comecfion with the hotels, and the
money 35 provided out of revenue. The
Government are not anxious to show a
big profit in connection with the running
of those holels. Mr. Lynn pointed out
the necessity for some definite scheme
heing decided on in regard to harhour
improvements at Fremantle. That is a
matter which must be definitely settled
before very long, The Government fully
realise the position. It is a very big
question, and a wrong move may prove
disastrous to the State. The House, I am
quite certain, does nof expect the Govern-
ment to rush into one or other of the
sehemes whieh have been proposed, with-
out Ministers being first’ thoroughly satis-
fied that the scheme will be a snccess. The
matter has heen giving us very serious
thought. When we find one representative
of the Fremantle district in this House,
the hon. Mr. Lynn, tending towards
one scherme, and then find the hon. Mr.
Allen practieally denonncing that seheme
and pointing ont the dangers which may
follow if that scheme were adopted, when
gentlemen who have so muoeh experience
in connection with Fremantle as a port
and a harbour express such diverse
opinions, the, Government have a right to
he cautiouns.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: But we have not ex-
pressed diverse opinions.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : In
such ecireumstances obviously it is neces-
sary that the Government should he very
careful with regard to any move they
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make. At the same time, the iaiter is
one which cannot be very long delayed,
andl the best possible method should be
followed in order to arrive at finality.
The deficit has been commented upon,
and to judge from certain speeches
one might come to the conelusion that this
State had never had a defieit before.
The Moore-Wilson Administration built
up a deficit of £46,000 until it reached
£385,000; and it took them six years he-
fore they could show a surplus on paper.
They showed that surplus through their
action in not paying £33,000 worlh of ae-
counts which ought in jusiice to have been
dealt with by their administration—a fact
whieh, [ am assured by the Treasurer,
was commented upon by the Auditor Gen-
eral at the time. Now, the deficit can
very easily be acvounted for. It was fore-
seen, Certain steps were taken by the
Government which rendered the deficit
inevitable. It was due in no sense to mal-
administration. The Government delibe-
rately increased the salaries of publie
servants and extended the time for the
payment of land rents. The arrears of
land rents amount te £150,0400, and in
striet justice we should be given credit
for that amount by any person who at-
tempts to criticise us in connection with
the finances,

Hon. W. Patrick: But there are al-
ways arrears of land rents.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : These
are arrears in consequence of exlensions
of time granted by the Government.

Hon. W, TPatrick: But you had the
same revenue ali the time,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
should have had this revenue in the Trea-
sury chest. Under ordinary conditions,
we would have had it. We might have
had it if we had pressed the farmers for
it,  The farmers would have found the
rent if we had pressed them; and in that
case the deficit to-day would have been
reduced by £150,000. Turther, the Gov-
ernmeni deliberately inereased (he sal-
aries of railway employees by £212,074,
of the police by £25,3%4, and of the teach-
ers by £35,000. That is up to date, and
makes a total of £425458. Those four
items alone aceount for the deficit of to-
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doy. 1 listened to the hon, Mr. Cullen’s
speech, and there is very litile indeed in
ihat speech calling for a reply. The
hon. member confined himsetf mainly to
generalities and abuse. His principal
stock in trade appears to be vituperation,
with side-lines in the shape of funny
anecdotes and parables, Fe stated that
there had been a blight over the State for
three years, that Ministers were incom-
petent, that they were worse, that they
were corrupt, that they were in office just
to serve their supporters, that they were
maligious, that they injured public ser-
vants from spiteful motives. No proof
at all was furnished by the hon, member
—it was unnecessary; Mr. Cullen’s ipse
dizit shonld be considered all-sufficient.
Mr. Cullen flings about aspersions with-
out any attempt whatever at justifieation.
Then with unparalleled effrontery, I say,
he staled that this House can realise the
non-party ideal. Just imagine Mr. Cullen
approaching the consideration of any
questions snbmitted by a Labour Govern-
nent with a calm and unbiassed judg-
ment! There has been a curious develop-
ment in connectton with Mr, Cullen's
speech. It was delivered on the afternoon
of the Tth mstant in this House, and on
the morning of the 8th instant the Grent
Southern Herald published a supplement
parporting to he a report of the hon. gen-
tleman’s address. In that report, how-
ever, Mr. Cullen was made to say things
that he never uttered at all. There is a
series of specifie statements, a sort of dia-
logue—it was inteuded to be a dialogue,
but il had been mutilated, I suppose, in
the course of transmission by telegraph.
I daresay it was telegraphed to the Great
Southern Flerald by some enterprising re-
porler late at night. The report eontains
a series of specifie statements which T am
sure must have been news to every hon.
member. The Minister for Works was
pictured as travelling through Wooroloo,
and then there was a graphie account of
an interview the Minister had with the
men employed in the erection of the sani-
lorium. The important subject diseussed
was smoke-oh. Very amusing indeed. T
will just read a few sentences. This is
supposed to be what Mr. Cuallen stated in
this House—
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In illustration of Ministerial pander-
ing to the union hosses, it was only ne-
cessary to cite the Minister for Works
at Wooroloo. The unionist foremau
had given the men four smoke-ohs on
tull pay per day. The men modestly
asked that over and beyond these “sit
down” smoke-ohs, they, as good sup-
porters of the Government in office,
should be allowed to smoke all the time.
This was too much even for unionist
foremen, and the men downed their
tools, The Minister for Works said he
wonld go up himself and settle the dis-
pute on the spot, He did so, and bhe
took up as his helper the secretary of
the union, who was part and parcel of
the whole trouble, When Mr, Johnson
met the men they satisfied him that they
could do just as much work with their
pipes in their mouths as they had done
without them.

And so on. Most interesting, but cer-
tainly not a correct report of the pro-
ceedings which took place in this House.

Member: That is what he ought to have
said.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Tt
may be what the hon. Mr. Cullen intended
to say, but in the conrse of his remarks
here he certainly made no reference what-
ever to this interesting episode. Now 1
wonder very much whether the hon. gen-
tleman las any ground of complaint
against the reporter who telegraphed this
speech to the Great Southern Herald,
which newspaper, I believe, is owned by
the hon. gentleman himself, BEvil-doers,
as a rule, shun the light; but the gentle-
man who telegraphed this report seems
o seek the limelight, becauvse be posted a
copy of the supplement under cover of
an envelope io every member of Parlia-
ment, I believe, and probably to every
public institution in this State. It seems
to me thal in the inierests of the House a
gsearch should be made for this culprit,
and that every effort should be made lo
discover him. When discovered he should
be expelled from the gallery, because the
presence within the precinets of the Cham-
ber of a seribe with such a fertile ima-
gination is a menace 1o the peace of hon.
members. Now, if the accusations made
by Mr, Cullen are {rue—I mean the acen-
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sations to which I have previously refer-
red, as distine{ from what is stated in tne
supplement—if the Government are cor-
vupt, then Mr. Cullen should have the
conrage to say so outside, on the public
platform, or in ihe eolumns of his news-
paper. Up to dale he has refrained
from taking this course. But under eover
of privilege he makes statements which
ke knows very well no one ean call npon
bim to prove, 1f he has the courage of
his opinions, he will say outside whai he
says here. If he wishes to make state-
ments which would possibly form the sub-
jeel of a prosecution nnder the Criminal
Clode, he should be prepared to make them
oniside, or else remain silent.  Again,
with regard to the Collie-Narrogin line,
we have another of the charaeteristic re-
marks of thai hon. member. He says—
The Government exempted only one
line from the terminal charge, and that
line serves their supporters—the Collie-
Narrogin line.
That is incorrect, and Mr, Cullen must
have known it to be ineorrect. All the
main lines have been exempted from the
terminal charge, They always were. Dis-
triet charges were only raised on the Nar-
rogin-Darkan section when it was purely
an agricwltural railway, and when its
traffie was purely for the requirements of
the local settlers. When, however, the
line was completed te Collie, the whole
became o main line for the general use of
the State for the purpose of the ear-
riage of eoal and timber. The faet that
the line was Inid wilh GO-lb, rails ought
1o be conclusive evidence that it is a main
ling, for no line laid with 45-1b. rails is
regarded or treated ns a main line in this
State. Next, the hon, Mr, Cullen had the
audacity to chide the Government for uol
re-introducing the Plant Diseases TRill.
When 1 stated that T felt the House
had rejected the measure last ses-
sion, he pooh-poohed the idea and
said it  was nothing of the kind.
On locking up Hanserd 1 find that
an amendment was moved “That Lhe Rill
be read a second time this day six
months.” However, the amendment got
no support and the measure went into
Committee. Then Mr, Cullen himself
moved “That progress be reported,” and



{16 Jury, 1914.]

in consequence of that the Bill was
shelved, Sir Edward Wittenoom and
others, ineluding Mr. Holmes and My,
Connor, have strongly supported the eree-
tion of freezing works ai Wyndham. T
may say that it is a malter of which the
Government have not lost sight,  They
have been giving the subjecl serious con-
sideration for some time past. But there
18 one aspect of the ecase which I am sorry
wag not dealt with by those who urged
the necessity  of establishing freezing
works at Wyndbham, and thal aspect is
the position held by the pastoralists who
confrol a large number of the stock in
that distriet. 1t would never do for the
Government to erect freezing works at
Wyndham and place themselves at the
merey of three or four holders of stoek in
that part of Western Australia, Very
large expenditure would be involved, and
unless some very definite agreement could
be arrived af, and, further, unless it could
be shown that the proposition was prac-
ticable, it would, in my opinion, be un-
wise to spend money in the erection of
the freezing works. If there is a way out
of the difficulty, if those who advocate the
erection of the works can sbow that the
undertaking is justifiable, that the works
can be kept going for at least six monihs
of the year, and that there will be no diffi-
culty in regard to dealing with the large
holders of stock in that country, then I
think they will receive a large amount of
sympathy, and more than sympathy, from
the Government.

Hon. J. J. Holies: If you get a guar-
antee that they will support it, will yon
erect 1t? Svmpaihy i no good.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : Sym-
pathy always goes before action, and the
Government have been more than sym-
pathetie, because ihey have acted.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But the Federal
Government have zone a good deal fur-
ther.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
difference between the Federal Govern-
nient and our Government is that every
move the Federal Government makes is
published to the world. On the other
hand, when we make a move we say no-
thing about it.

4ud
Hon. J, J. Holmes: Beecause it is nof
worth mentioning,

The COLONILAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Baxter doubts {he soundness of 1ihe
claims of the present Government to be
the friends of the farmer. I certainly
expected some recognition from that hon.
gentlemany, who comes here as n repre-
sentative of the Country party, and 1
did think he would be one of the first
to admit that the Government had done
a grent deal for the agrientturists, There
15 the £150,000 I referrcd to as arrears
of land rents, and fhere is the interest
owing to the Agricultural Bank, £67,979.
These people have not been pressed. Then
there are arrears for water supply,
£12,000, and seed wheat and fertilisers,
with other direct assistance, £80,506, or a
tolal of £428,385; and not one word of ve-
cognition from the representalive of the
Country party, Ivery farmer in dis-
tressed cireumsiances who has approached
the Government hLas got sympathy, con-
sideration and velief. It was rather
ungenerous, then, for Mr. Baxier fo
speak of the losses on the Stale sieamers
which help the small pastoralists in the
North, when we have done so much to
help the agriculturists down here.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Tt is not Mr. Bax-
ter’s fault; he takes his instructions from
COUEnS.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Patviek has spoken on a subjeet in con-
nection with which he addressed the
House last year, and to which T replied;
vel the same old bogey is trotted ont
again, Mr. Patrick said the Government
have “done” the farmers, and in support
of that proposition he refers to what
the Government have done relalive to the
supply of seed wheat and fertilisers, and
what they have done in -order to secure
the repayment of the money which be-
longs to the Stale. He asserted that
eaveats are lodged against leases and that
bills of sale are taken against growing
erops, And why not? Why should not
the Government take proper security for
any money they advance to the agrieul-
tural or the mining or any other com-
munity? I am surprised indeed to hear



394

Mr. Patrick, who is a shrewd business
man, give utterance to the statement that
the Government should take no security
at all for any money they advance in
this diveciion. Fe must remember that
we are dealing with loan moneys bor-
rowed from the British investor. What
would be thought if we acted on the prin-
eiple suggested by the hon. member and
it gol abroad thar we were handing out
fertilisers and wheat to Tom, Dick and
Harry, without taking any seenrity? We
would be denounced by all hon, members,
and rightly so, if we acted as the hon.
genlleman recommended.  Although the
caveats are lodged against the leases, and
bills ot sale taken over the growing erops,
the eredit of the selectors, insofar as the
Agricultural Bank is concerned, is in no
way affected. T got that information
from: dir. Paterson last year. When it
is a Government bill of sale or caveat,
or when it is any form of assistance
rendered by the Government, it is not
taken into eonsideration by the Agrieul-
tural Bank in estimating the value of
the security. Then the hon. genileman
referred to the question of harbour ae-
commodation at Geraldion. He said that
a tinkering poliev will be of no use for
Ceraldton. I agree with that. We do
pot want any tinkering poliey, and I
do not think the present Government
will adopt any tinkering policy. It is
the only Government which has seriouwly
tackled the qmestion. Just prior to the
last general eleetion, when hon. Frank
Wilson went up to Geraldton, a deputa-
tion approached him and made a request
in connection with the harbour works;
but Mr, Wilson treated the whole thing
as o joke. As soon as the present Gov-
ernment came into power they realised
that it was a serious question, and had
soundings and survevs made of the har-
bour. which took a considerable time;
and as soon as the surveys and soundings
were effected the people of Geraldton
expected a harbour by return of post.
But a great dea] of consideration had to
be given to the question. There was a
number of schemes and, as in the case
of the Fremantle harbour, thev all had
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to be carefully and cantiously considered.
I can assnre the hon. member Lhat as
tar as the question of harbour works
for Geraldton is concerned, the (Govern-
ment are folly alive to the situation, and
before long a scheme will be adopted
which will meet al! the necessities of the
situation.

Hon. W, Patrick: T hope you will re-
member ihe size of the steamers trading
there.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. gentleman, in addition to being a
shrewd bunsiness man, is an acecomplished
accountant, and it surprised me very mueh
that he should take the Treasury returns
as indicative of profit and loss, He said
there was a deficit of £40,000 on the
implement works, That would be as-
tounding indeed if true. The figures are
correct, but they do not represent the real
state of affairs.

Hon. W. Patriek: They are all we have
to go upon.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
hon. gentleman showld not comment on
the situation until he has something safe
to go upon. We have some 500 men down
there, and there have been heavy impor-
tations of material and supplies, in order
that the works might be earried on for a
time. extending over several months; and,
apart from that, everything sold from the
works is sold on long terms. The Govern-
ment are giving credit to the farmers, and,
seeing this, how ean the returns appear
in the Treasury figures, which deal cnly
with financial matters? The hon. gentle-
man should wait till the halance sheet
comes down,

Hon. W. Patrick: That is too long to
wait.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Then
he will be in a position to decide whether
there is a profit or a loss. But to publish
to the world that there is a deficit of
£40.000 on the implement works is very
unfair, Tt will get into cireulation and
be believed.  The financial situation of
the works has been grossly misrepresented
by the hon. member. He is in good comn-
pany. beeause one of the leading news-
papers was led astray to the same extent.
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Hou, 1. ). Holines: it is your duty to
put the House and the eonntry right.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
accounts have to he made up, hooks have
to be wrilten up, and audited by the

Auditor General; and when all that has

been done a balance sheet will be sub-
mitted, Tt was very amusing to hear mem-
bers claiming that the result of the Leg-
islative Counecil elections reflected the will
of the people and should be taken a3
indicative of the doom of the present Ad-
wministration at the approaching general
elections. Disaster may threaten the Gov-
ernment, but I eontend that the Counecil
elections furnish no safe guide. My ecol-
league, the hon. Mr, Dodd, showed the
great progress which the Labour move-
ment had made in regard to the Legs-
lative Couneil. This progress has made
it possible, as he pointed out, For a Labour
candidate to run within eight votes of
a gentleman of Mr, Allen’s ability and
populanty, The progress is very marked
indeed, Ten years ago a Labour Govern-
ment were in power in Western Australia
and there was only one pledged represen-
tative of the Labour party in this Cham-
her; now there are five. But, owing to
preseni eonditions, the Labour party have
ne hope of gaining a majority in fthis
Chamber, and while those conditions re-
main, responsible Governmeni will be a
faree so far as this State is concerned.
For one thing, the franchise is confined
to a privileged section. But there is a
worse evil, namely plural voting. It is
possible under hat system for a member
to he returned to the House without hav-
ing the confidence of the residents of the
provinee which has elected him., As a
matter of fact, some of these elections
have been controlled and dominated by
the absentee vote, by the vote of the capi-
talistic ¢lass, who hate the Labour party
like poison. Two years ago, when I sat
for re-clection, 1 discovered fo my great
surprise nn fewer than 290 absentee voters
on the roll. At one of the polling booths
233 postal voles were recorded, Of these,
161 were for my opponent, and the vast
majority came froin the metropolitan area,
and the southern distriets, while 71 were
for me, and most of mine eame from
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within my own province, During the
recent province eleetion 1 visited Kal-
goorlie in connection with Mr. Millington’s
candidature, and I discovered there were
200 ahscntee postal votes to come in
from the metropolitan arca, While such
a system obtnins members cannot reason-
ably claim that Council elections are a
reflection of the will of the people, or
even of the people resident in the pro-
vinee whieh veturns the member. The
Assembly elections are the only safe
guide. Mr. Carson said that only one
Assembly election had been held since
the general elections. That is not a fact;
there have been four. The Government
have been successful in three, and the
Liberal party won the other seat, but I
am of the belief (hat they will not retain
i very mueh longer.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Not if you get the
Cieraldton harbour going in time.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. Sir E. H. Wiitenoom stated that
1 had ridienled the members of the Legis-
lative Council. I am not given to ridicule
as a rule, and I certainly indulged in no
ridicule on that occasion. I peinted out
several socialistic projeeis which certain
anti-socialistic members of the House had
warmly reccommended; but 1 forgot all
about the State freezers at Wyndham,
for which Sir Bdward Wittenoom is an
ardent advocate. Next time I go to Gerald-
ton I will be able to add to the list whiek
T supplied on that occasion the proposed
State freezing works at Wyndham, Other
members of this House have spoken and
expressed their views. I have not dealt
with all of them. Some of the speeches
I have merely touched upon and others
1 have not veferved to at all. I can assure
hon. members that no diseourtesy is in-
tended. Tndeed, in some cases my omis-
sion in this ease may be regarded asi a
token of appreciation. I have listened
lo those speeches very earefully and
have found them both interesting and
instructive. T can assure hon, members
than in realising my duty I have come
to the conclusion that T am not here to
carp and cavil at or to gquarzel with hon.
members hceause they happen to hold
different views to myself. I am here I
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think to snpply explanations to members
so far as [ am in a position to furnish
them and to the hest of my ability, and
{0 remove misconeeptions which may have
misled hon. members and eansed them
i draw wrong conelusions,

()uesiion and Address

adapted,

put passed :

ADIJIOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
JoM Drew) : T move—

That the House al its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 281k July, af 4.30 p.m

Question passed,

House adjourned at 10.3 p.m.

Legislative EHsscembly,
Thursday, 161k July, 1914.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

FPAPERS PRESENTED
By the Honorary Minister (Hon. W.
C. Angwin): 1, By-law No. 15 of the
Municipality of Ceraldton, 2, By-law
No. 112a¢ of the Metropolitan Water
Supply.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE HAR-
BOUR FACILITIES.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Minister
for Works: 1, Are the (Government aware

that the Fremantle harbour was taxed,

to its ulmost capacily during the recent
wheat season? 2, In view of the natural
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Inerease expected this year, what steps
are heiny taken to provide adequate ae-
commodation and facilities for handling
the next wheat harvesi? 3, Whal is the
total number of men now employed in
connection with works te prowvide such
inereased accommodation? _

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, On rare occasions there were
more ships awaiting berths at Fremantle
than there was accommodation for, but
this is by 1o means an uneommon vir-
cumstance in the ports of the world, 2,
An amount of £20,000 has been author-
ised to he expended on alterations to the
roilway hnes on the North Quay and the
provision of stacking areas. Orders have
been placed with the Agrienltural Im-
plement Works for the manufacture of
Teur (4) additional wheat loaders, and
quotations are being obtained for six
(G) additional pedestal loaders. A small
commencement has been made with al-
terations to lines, The scheme provides
for tire handling of 48,000 bags of wheat
a day. 3, About 20 men at present he-
sides those employved by the manufac-
turers of machinery. In addition to the
ahove, some 233 men are employed in
extending the North Quayv westwards
and in dredging the harbour, which form
a malerial part of the extension of the
rarbour,

QUESTION—LAXD TAXATION,
VALUATIOXNS.

Mr. LEWIS asked the Premier: 1,
Can information relative te valuations
for land taxation purposes be obtained
from the Commissioner for Taxation on
payment of a fee? 2, 1t so, what is the
fee and the usnal procedure to obtain
this?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Land Tax
Assessments ave, by Seclion 45 of the
Land and Toncome Tax .\ssessmenti Act,
1907, open to inspeetion on payment of
the prescribed fee. 2, The fee prescribed
by Regulation 49 is one shilling for the
inspeetion of entries relating to any one
taxpayer. On payment of this fee the
documents are produced for inspection.



