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mention, on behalf of the House, that
the late Mr. Piesse and his family have
been associated with the public life of
Western Australia for many, many
years, and that hie, as well as his late
brother, rendered very signal service to
the development of the State. Though
probably lie wvas not in agreement with
many wvir hol similar opinions in this
Chamber, hie was, I believe I may say, a
friend to every man, and he always pur-
suied that course which in his opinion
wias most calculated to preserve and ad-
vance the best interests of Western Atis-
tralia. It may lie remembered of him
that what lie did, he did well, and with
all his heart. I join with the Premier and
die leader of the Opposition in expres-
sing- to the bereaved relatives and friends

my' heartfelt symlpathyv. I ask lion, mem-
bers to rise and carryv the motion.

Question putl and passed ; members
standing.

ADJOURNMENT- SPECIAL.
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan) : I

move-
[That the House at its rising adjourn

until Thursday, 16th, July, at 4.30 p.m.
In submitting the motion, may' I explain
to lion. members that it is usual to ad-
journ, out of respect for the memory of
ain l101n. member whether he is a member
of this House or of another place, over
one sitting day. On this occasion, how-
ever, owing to the fact that the funeral
will he held at Wagin and that I am in-
formed by the leader of the Opposition
that miost of the members sitting on that
side of the House are desirous of attend-
ing- the last rites at Wagin, rendering it
impossible for them to return in time to
be present at a meeting of the House
to-morrow, and as, further, some mem-
bers on this side of the House desire to
attend, we have thought it well that the
House should adjourn until Thursday
next. May I also mentioa that a special
train will leave Perth this evening, reach-
ing Wagin at 7.30 to-morrow morning
and returning to Perth to-morrow after-
noon, thereby enabling members to reach

the City at about half-past ten to-morrow
night. I hope those arrangements will be
found satisfactory, and will meet the
wishes of lion. members generally. I
recognise that at this stage time is very
valuable; but, under the circumstances, it
seenis to me that we could not have done
either any less or any more for the pur-
pose of meeting the exigencies of the
occasion.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 4.44 p.m.

Thursdayj, 161h July, 1914.

Question: State Dairy force, Brunswick ........ 357
Paper presented....................358
Elector.l, South-East Province...........358

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-STATE DAIRY FARM,
BRUNSWICK.

Hon. IV. KINGSMILL (for Hon.
A. G. Jenkins) asked the Colonial Sec-
retary: 1, Has any officer of the Health
Department reported on the Brunswick
State dairy farm during the past two
years? 2, If so, the name of the officer
or officers whd so reported? 3, Will the
Minister lay the report or reports (if
any) on the Table of the House?

The COLONAIL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Inspector Higgs, 20th
November, .1912i Inspector Berry, 12th
November, 1913; Inspector Riggs, 20th
May, 1014. 3, No objection to reports
being tabled: they are tabled in green in
file herewith.
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PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: Reports of
health officers onl the Brunswick State
dairy farm.

-ElaECTORiArSOUTW-EAST PRO-
VINCEJ.

'rThe COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. J. 211. Drew) moved-

T1.hat, owing to the death of the late
C.A. 1Piesse, a member for the Soutth-

East prrtvillce, the seat to be declared
vacant, and that the President be ant-
thorised to issue a warrant to the clerk
of writs for the election of a member
to supsply the vaneqy.

Question passed.

ADUESS5-IN-B EPLY.

Sev~enthI Day-Conlusim.

Debate resumed from the 9th July.
Hon. W. 1PATR1CIK (Central): I

join with oilier members who have spoken
inl all lte nice things" said about new
iineiners. and ait the same time ] regret
the absence of those members who had
been wvith its so long. No doubt tile
greatest: loss we have suffered for many
years past has been thle death of the late
Hon. C. A. Piesse. I am sure we will all
niss his stalwart figure, his kindly greet-
tg and is charming personality. He

was a manl we could ill-afford to lose, a
mian of wide syinp)athy, of big ideas and
of bizaeachievemlen is. We will all miss
him very mluch from the House. In
looking through Ilite Governor's Speech,
1. like other members, consider that some
of ite most important matters concerning
the Stale have been omnitted from that
,document. Therefore, I. do not intend to
go through the diffe rent matters men-
tioned inl the order in which theyv are
given,. bitt will simnply treat of a few
njatters, cuneerujing the State in the order
ini which I have noted them down. The
first is that of tlie mining industry. At-
though the statistics for the present year
are not favourable , showing as they do
some decline as compared with last year,
still, i have great hopes in thle mining in-

dusiry of Western Australia. A few
weeks ag-o I had the pleasure of trayelling
with) His Excellency (lie Governor end
1:l. e Colonial Secretary onl the Murchison,
anid alt bou gh I had been there on a pni-
vate trip within twelve months, I noticed
titnml)cmtse improvements in thle mines at
31ag-ner, at Cite, and at Day Dawno, and
especially at Xfeekatharra. I am quite
conviniced that the ontpnt of gold from
thie Multrehison W'ill ill the ntear future
more thani make up for the decline in
oilier portions of the State. The pro-
sjpects, especially at thle Great Fingal]
and the mines associated with it at Cue
and Day Dawn, give me great hopes of a
large inc;rease in (lie output of gold with-
inl the next few months. I was pleased
to notice at the Great F'in gall (list they
have established a ventilating plant some-
thing, on the lines of those used in the
coal mines in different parts of the world,
but whichi represets, I understand, an
innovationt as far as gold mines are con-
cerned. The result is that thle mniners in
thle deepest levels of that grTeat mine will
now enjoy fresh air. Moreover, within
thle lna week or iwo the night shift has
beetn abandoned at the Great Fingall; so
that nmine. instead of as in (lie past hax'-
ing a bad ninic for mortality, is more
Ithan likely to be regarded inl thle future
ks one Of thle healthiest mines inl the
State. :'.Ardagh said thatl the pre-
sild Govermnmeut Imad doite miore for tile
farmers tihant had any previoius Govern-
lueuit. 'I cannot altogether agree With
hat statement. My! m mpression is that, if

lite had msed tile Word "done" ini[the sense
or tlte Government baying "donxe" the
farmers, lie would have been somewhere
tnearer the trtuth. Last year it was heart-
rending to hear of the nutmber of caveats
long-ed against; farm leases, and the num-
her of bills of sale takenl over farmers'
growing crops. The effect of these
caveatsand bills of sale was in most in-
stances to completely destroy thle farm-
ers' credit. I amn Jptrfectly aware that
the Government sent round the Comn-
mnissioner for the Wheat Belt-I believe
he was chairman of the distressed fan-n-
ct-s wheat fund---specially to collect bills
of sale over (lie growing crops of those
farmers who were in difficulties. it
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seemed to me it was not at all the proper
posit ion for any Government to take up;
nor have the results been at all satisfac-
tory to my mind. I ma, 'y say that the bills
of sale over the growing crops were
grailted by thle farmers to Mir. Sutton as
representing the Minister for Lands, and
Mr. Sutton was authorised to divide the
money among thie creditors of the farm-
ers, reserving a portion for the Govern-
meat by way of payment of rent, of in-
cerest lo the Agricultural Bank, and for

seed wheat and manure. I have before
me an instance wvhiclh shows how this sys-
tem worked out, It seems to me the
fanner referred to in this instance was
reduced to a most miserable condition in-
(Ieed. I-is wheat realised £187 Is. 5d.,
and out of that money the Government
paid 9?7 to different creditors, and re-
served, for the Lands Department
£49 16s. lid.; for the Agricultural Bank
£10 Os. 2d.; and for the Agricultural
D~epartment, £80 2s. 9d., or in all,
£90 2s. 10d. That is to say, that p~racti-
cally the Government took half of this
poor farmer's crop and there "'as nothing
left for the mnan himself. H-ow lie has
mamaged to live since then I have no
idea. At any rate, the whole of the pro-
ceds of this man's crop was divided
.among a few creditors, and the Govern-
ment took practically one-half of it. I
understand that this is typical of a great
loany cases of farmers who are in diff-
culties. Some 20 or 25 years ago. in
South Australia, when the farmers struck
one or two '-ery bad seasons, the
Government in that State advanced
seed wheat. They asked for no se-
curity; they simply fold the farmers,
"Pay it when you can, and~ if you
cannot pay it at all, we will write it
off." The result was that those South
Australian farmers were in a position
to carry on their operations with-
out any danger from their creditors.
I think they might have done the same in
this State. I consider thast the farmers
were vecry cruelly treated, instead of be-
ing w'ell treated. Another way in wvhich
the farmers had been "so well treated"
was the proposal last Year for a land anti
Income Tax Bill. By thait measure, the
farmers would if it had become law prac-

tically have had to pay a double land tax.
I consider that they are quite enough
taxed already, without having any) fur-
thser implosition of (his sort p)laced upon
them. The Commissioner of Railways
(Air. SIhort) advised the Governmenttflin
under the then existing freights, manures
were being carried at a loss and that the
same thing was occurring wvith regard to
Collie coal. The freighlt on manures was,
raised for the farmer, bitt the freight on
Collie coal "'as not raised. I do not think
this requires ally one to do more than
just read between the lines. In the one
case the miners on the Collie coal field
and tilose interested in the field were the
supporters of tile Government, while on
the other hand it was assumed by the
Government that the farmers were tileir
opponenits. At any rate, whilst they in-
creased the freighlt on the mlanures, to the
extent that this increase realised some
£30,000 or £40,000, the freight on the
Collie coal was left as it Was, notwith-
standing the advice of [lie Commissioner
of Railways. To my mind, Mr. Presi-
dent, it is a case of thle grossest injus-
tice on the one hand, and of class favour-
itisin on the other.

I-on. W. Kingsmrill: They' have ap-
pointed a Commnission on the Collie coal
questioii.

Hon. WV. PATRICK: So far as that
Commission is concerned, it will, in my
opinion, only help to swell the deficit. I
believe that is the only result wvhich "'ill
be likely to be derived from that Com-
mission. Furthermore, all that was neces-
sarv to be known about Collie coal was
made known a few years ago by Dr. Jack
and I consider that [lie money spent on
this Royal Commission is simply being
wasted. In reference to tie land tax,
the hon. Mir. Dodd said in his speech last
week that hie was quite in favour of abo-
lislming- exemptions. He believed that
the public created what was called the
unearned increment, and that conse-
quently they were entitled to be taxed
upon the natural increases in v'al ues.
This unearned increment is always
trotted out when land taxation is talked
about. I may say that some 80 or 40
years ago I was a believer'in the tin-
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earned increment fad myself, but I dlid
not know anything a~bout it at the time.
While it may be just and wise to talk
about the taxation of unearned. inere-
merits in a country such as the Old Coun-
try, wvhere the people are generally all
engaged in manufacturing industries, and
where the wealth is undoubtedly created
by the congregation of people together,
it is a totally different thing in a new
country like this, where the people go out
into the wilderness and transform land
which is worthless at the outset into valu-
able property, and to the gain of the
State in general. No mali is such a fool
as to take tip and cultivate worthless land
-- because it is worthless laud until the
fanrifer improves it -until it grows
into a smilinig cornfield, unless he knows
that the wealth that lie will create will
belong to hint If there had been a rm-
jority on the Government side
in this House last session this ad-
ditional burden would have been put
upon the backs of those who are
already so mutch overburdened. Of course
Mr. President, it appears to be an idea
that the primary producers create only a
small proportioni of the wealth of Aus-
tralia. I have looked up somec statistics,
however, in that valuable pamphlet whichi
was recently issued by the Commonwealth
authorities to ascertain the value of the
different products in Australia up to the
latest date. Last year, it seems, minerals
were valued at £25,620,000; the pastoral
and dairy industries at £71,805,000; and
agriculture at £45,753,000. In other
words, the pastoral, dniry, and ag ricul-
tural industries and injirals totalled a
value of £E148,277,000, while the value
added to the natural p~rodtucts in the
process of manufacture, was said to
have amounted to £60,427,000. To show
thre jrog-ress made by Australia, the pi"-
unity products of Australia were esti-
mated to be worth £143,277,000 last year,
and the value added to the natural pro-
duets in the process of nianufacture, was
estimated to amount to £60,000,000. As
compared with the Old Country probably
that £60,000,000 would only he worth
£30,000,000 or perhaps not more than
£40,000,000. It is an artificial value, for

our manufacturers cannot compete with
the outside wvorld, and in fact sell all their
goods to the people in Australia. That
is to say, the manufacturer disposes of
his goods to the primary producer, or to
those who derive their incomes from the
primary producer. It is worth while, in
this connection, to drawv attention to the
tremendous expansion of the primary pro-
dluctions of Australia. In 1901 minerals
were worth £22,000,000, whereas last year
they' were worth £25,000,000. The pas-
toral and dairy industries were worth
£36890,000 iu 1901, and in 1912 they
were worth £71,895,000, and the agricul-
tural industry worth £2-3,000,000 in 1001,
as ag-ainst £4.5,000,000 in 1912. So that,
when I he Govern went inlk about putting
an additional tax on the land, t hey' are
taxing- the industries from which the wvhole
wvealth of Australia, practically speaking,
is derived. I think, Mr. President. that
one of the p~roblemns of the future in this
country, and in fact in all civilised coun-
tries at any rate, is the enormous conges-
tion of the p~opu~lationi iii the big cities
and in the towns. I believe Western AiisA-
tralia is just abo~it as bad as any other
portioni of Australia and probably any
p~ortionl of tile world in this respect. At
the present time the estimated population
of Perth and suburbs is 106,000, and of
the outside municipalities, according to
the 1011 census, 143,000. That is, roug-hly,
speaking 250,000 people, out of a popu-
lation of a little over 300,000, living iii
the townis. I have no hesitation in saying
that it, would be very much helter if
50,000 of these people now" in (lhe townls
were scattered about over the country.
There is no doubt that this State deserves
a great deal of credit for its educational
syvstem. But the educational systemn can-
not be laid claim to by any one particil-
lar Government, because it is the oulconie
of the wvork of a number of Governnelrtb
during- the last 10 or 15 years. But, Mr.
President, while we have free technical
schools, free secondary schools, and a free
uiniversity* in the city, and free higher
education in one or two of the large
townus of thle State, and iii addition to
these technical schools and the university
we have a great public library free to the
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public and maintained by the public at
large, these facilities are to all intents
and purposes not free for the people in
the baekbloeks. If a farmier or a miner
in the back country has a particularly
brilliant boy or brilliant girl who lie de-
sires should enter into some professional
career, the matter of fees is a mere baga-
telle. The real cost is that connected
with the boarding and lodging of the boy
or girl in the city, so that the benefits of
free education, so far as higher education
is concerned, and] of free university edui-
cation and so on, are not at all equal,
as between town and country, although
the people in the country undoubtedly
provide a large portion of the means
for carryinir on this great expenditure of
public moneys. There is one matter I
would like t0 say a few words about,
and that is the question which has been
raised in this House in regard to the car-
penters' strike, namely. the question of
preference to unionists. The lion. Mr.
Cornell has blamed this House for that
strike. Hie said that if it had not been
for the Legislative Council-I am slpeak-
ing from memory and think that that is
practically the effect of what hie said-
the strike would not have taken place.
All I can say is that so long as I
am a member of this House I shall
raise my voice in condemnation of
the introduction of preference to union-
ists in any' measure. I look upon pre-
ferenee to unionists as simply going back
to the barbarous times of the Middle
Ages. T do not think there is a bit of
(difference between telling a man that if
lie does not believe in certain doctrines
(ihnt lie wvill be tied to a stake and
burned, and in telling a man that if he
does not join a union he wvill not be able
to work, and to earn his owyn living. I do
not think there can be anything miore
hypocritical than to talk about equality
of opportunity. in such circumstances.
The Attorney General, in an extraordin-
ary speech made at Esperance, extracts
from which I will read to the House, said
that we had] prevented a great many
things, and that amongst other things
we hadl prevented Parliament from pas-
sing a Hill providing for equality of op-

portunity for all. I-low can there be
equality- of opportunity if you tell a man
that lie is not to be allowed to work un-
less hie Joins a certain union? It is a
piece of mockery' . I cannot understand
howv any man having full possession of
his ordinary senses can stand tip and, on
the one hand, talk about equality of op-
portunitv, and] on the other hand say
"You must stand aside, you cannot work
unless you join this or the other unjon."
In iny opinion this doctrine of prefer-
ence to unionists, if it is not thrown over-
board by the Labour party, will practic-
ally break all unions to pieces. The
same sort of thing applies to the aboli-
tion of the contract system. It interferes
'vii I individual enterprise, and with
individual initiative. All the great
things%, as you, Mr. President, doubtless
know, wvhich have been done in this
world, and which have helped to build
tip the present civilization, have been the
result of individual initiative and indi-
vidual enterprise. In the last eight or
ten years wve have had wireless telegraphy,
flying, machines and similar inventions,
and it is difficult to keep pace with
what is being done entirely by individ-
uials and wvhich will always be done by
individuals. There is another matter we
have heard a reat deal about, and that
is centralisation. I1 consider that about
the worst form of centralisation wve can
have hasi been exemplified during the
administration of the present Govern-
ment within recent years. I will illus-
trate wihat I mean, to show how unsatis-
factory fronm every point of view has
been this centralisation. The Minister
for Works considered it wvise to amalga-
mate all the Avater supplies, and we have
now a big office on the other side of the
railway line, where everything in connec-
tion with water supplies is controlled.
Some years ago, while I was in Cue, the
people there inaugurated a water supply.
The wvater was reticulated in the main
street before any other town ia the State
outside the metropolitan area, and this
was done by local taxation. Nothing
whlatever wvas borrowed. The time came,
however, wvhen the supply wvas found
to be too small because the price had
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been reduced and the demand had in-
creased enormously. A scheme was car-
ried out by the Government for Cue and
Day Dawn by which the water was
brought in from Jack's Well, some 15
miles distant, at a cost of £622,000, and
a water board was appointed to take
charge of the matter. This Cue-Day
Dawn board carried out their work satis-
factorily for eight or nine years up to
the end' of last year, and paid to the
Government about £1,500 a year.
representing interest at 41/ per cent. an(1
a sinking fund( of 3 per cent. There was
no0 loss shown until about a couple
of years ago, when, unfortunately,
tire board became involved in a
lawv suit with a firm in Perth,
The board lost the suit anid they
wvent behind 1o t(lie extent of £2,000 or
£8,000. The AMinister for Works, in spite
of the protests of the people of Cue and
Day, Dawn. and( in, spite of the fact that
thle member for the district, Mr, Chesso,,
w-as one of thle strongest supporters of
tIhe Government. and was also chairman
of the water board, took possession of
the scheme anid this, too, in spite of the
fact that the board endeavoured to show
to the Government that there would be
no difficulty ill paying- off their shortage
in two or three years. The Minister, how-
ever, was obdurate, and the scheme is
being controlled from Perth to-day. I will
tell lion. members the result of that
action. The board in Cue-flay Dawn hadl
a revenue of about £5,000 a year-I aim
speaking approximately. They had been
receiving over £83,000 per annum from
the Great Fingall Aline. This mine wvas
satisfied to (alk-e the water at 3s. 6d. per
thousand gallons and although they had
a suppl 'y of their own, they wvould have
gone onl rising that supplied to them by the
board. The Minister for Works, on tak-
ing possession, increased the pice to thre
mine, and the authorities at that mine
promptly replied that they would not take
any more anid they would resort to their
own supply. What is the result? The
Cue-Day' Dawn people have been robbed
of their property, which would have been
their own in the space of a few years,
anid the Government are now saddled with

a loss of between £3,000 and £C4,000 a
year. T he position is that the taxpayers
generally will have to bear the burden.
There has also been reference made dur-
iug the course of the debate to the pur-
chase of tile Perth tramaways. All I
can say is that I am glad that I was one
of tire opponents of that purchase at
that time, anid the longer I think of it
the more I aim satisfied that thre transac-
lion wvas a very foolish One. One of my
conitentions was that the system could
have been made a payable one if it
had been controlled entirely by the muni-
cipal bodies. Let me tell hloll. members
what municipalisation means. Last year
the t ramway system in the city of Gls-
gow carried 336 million pasisengers anid
had a revenue of £1,075,000. The pas-
sengers increased during the year by 2.5
illihions a.nd] the revenue by £70,000. Thre

way in which that was done 'was, of
course, by means of halfpenny sections.

Wecould not do that here, but if we
introduced] penny sections I am certain
that our sy' stem wvould bring in a greatly'
increaser] revenue. It will never be sat-
isfactor 'v while tirpesnfasae
levied.relretfasae

Hon. 11. J. Lynn: YOU Most compare
thre two p~opulations.

Hon. IV. PATRICK: The population
of Perth arid suburbs is about a tenith
of that of Glasg-ow, anid if thie fares
we're reducred we would expect anl in -
creased profit. The system will never
alhowv a satisfactory profit tinder exist-
ing conditions. No one will pay 3d. to
tr-avel a fewv hundred yards. Another
matter that was prominently brought be-
before thre House is the price of meat.
In .1911 we had 5,411,000 sheep:
in 1912, 5,498,000 ; and in 1913,
4,418,000, arid as we have been
experiencing a drought in the north-
ern parts of thre State for a considera-
able time, the position is likely to be-
come even worse. When the Colonial
Secretary aiid I were on the Mur-
chison a little time back, every-
thing was looking very bad indeed, but
I believe rain has fallen since then.
The fact, however, remains that there
must still be anr increased shortage of
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Sheep. I am soM' A-r. Kirwan is not
htere because 1 desire to make some refer-
nece to the Esperanee country. If
were convinced that that country was
good for agricultural settlement I would
vote for the construction of tile railway.
The land there ha~s been settled in a way
for some 16 or 17 years, but in not a
single year have the returns from the
cultivation which has becin carried onl
been at all satisfactory. Last session the
Colonial Secretary when introducing a
measure for the construction of the line,
informed members that hie had been
through the country and declared that lie
saw laud there which was quite equal to
the best land in the Victoria district.
I have no hesitation in saying that the
Colonial Secretary was convinced of that
because I believe tile country to look at
does give one tile idea of being fertile,
but to say that it "'as equal to the best
in-the Victoria district is to say that it is
equal to the best land in Western Ails-
tralia. Last season the average result
of the wheat crop in the Esperance dis-
trict was 4.2 bushels and the year be-
fore it was 3.2 bushels. The average
of hay last season w"as 8 cevt.
wheaten, and 12 ewt. oaten. There
are a great many places on the
goldfields where you can grow a fair
crop of bay, but; a result like that from
hany or grain will not come within cooce
of paying expenses. Wheat cannot be
grown unless the yield is at least ten or
eleven bushels. Ar. Kirwan made a
statement that what Mr. Colebatchi had
quoted was not fair at all, because at
Grass Patch the average was somewhere
about 15 bushels of wvheat, and two to
two and a half tons of ha3'. We can
imagine what a miserable result would be
obtained from land the average yield of
one portion of which is 15 bushels. I
cannot conscientiously agree to the ex-
penditure of several hundred thousand
pounds on the construction of this rail-
way, because that is the amount which
will be involved. . wvould not encourage
people to go on that land because the re-
sults obtained up to the present show
that it is totally unsuitable for the cuilti-
vation of grain. I was astonished that

there was no mention made in the Gov-
ernor's Speech of the question of immi-
gration. We know what an important
matter that is. There is nouselhiding our
heads ii' the sand. Australia wvill never
he in a satisfactory position until it has
a population of 20 or 30 million people
and tlhat -an only he brought about by

a sysem o immgration throughout the
whole cont ineilt. We, howvever, own
about a third of the continent, and it is
our duty to see that we pursue tile policy
of bringin ill igranits here. I was as-
tonishied to notice all absence of reference
to this matter from the Governor's
Speech, because at the West Australian
dinner wvhiek was held in London re-
cently, Sir Newton Moore in speaking to
the toast of Western Australia said-

I1 am, delighlted to be able to assure
301o1 that almost the whole of the 30,000
emistrauls wvho have gone to Western
Austr-alia during my time of office have
(lone wvell. I heard practically no comn-
pilain[l, during my visit, but, on the
other hand, met many people who
thanked me for putting them in the
%vayv of prosperity and happiness in our
wulnderfal country. I am sure that it
will be satisfactory to you to know
that there is to be no calling a halt in
our immigration policy, and that I
have been fully empowered by the Gov-
ernment to continue along the existing
line.

Seeingr that Sir Newvton AMoore has been
instructed in this direction, it is extra-
ordinary that the Government have made
110 mention whatever of this great ques-
tion in the Governor's Speech. The hon.
Mr. Allen, iii his very able address, one
of the best addresses, if not the best, I
have heard fromi a new member during
tile tell 'yeaxs T have been in this House,
dwelt, and rightly so, on the great im-
portanice of prov iding better harbour ac-
coninlodation at Fremantle. I want to
point out that better harbour accommo-
dation is just as necessary at the port of
fleraldion as it is at Fremantle. A tin-
kering policy will be of no use to Get-
ahdton. This port, with some three great
trunk lines and many smaller lines of
railway, running into it, is the centre of

363



364 [COUNCIL.]

the second gold-mining field in the State,
the port of the greatest pastoral por-
ion of the State, and the centre of what

wvill be quite equal in grain growing to
the present best portion of the State in
the immediate future. Somewhere about
half a million bagcs of wheat were handled
at Oeraldton during the recent season.
When I went to Northampton some ten
years ago, we used to get wheat from the
Greenough Flats, and anyone who has
not lived in the district can have
no conception of the tremendous
implortance of providing better bar-
bor accommodation at Ocraldton as
quickly as possible. The sentiments
uttered by the lion. 'Mr. Allen in re-
gard to Fremnantle I would repeat in re-
gard to Geraldton. The Government
ought to get the very best outside advice
so that a proper harbour scheme may be
carried out. There wvill be no danger i n
expending several millions sterling onl the
harbours of Western Australia, because
there will be no difficulty in collecting
sufficient revenue to pay interest on the
money borrowed. It is a great p)ity that
tilc Government, instead of experiment-
ing- with so many schemes, which are al-
most certainly doomed to failure, schemes
such as limber mills, steamships, brick
works. butcher shops, and a good man 'y
others which wvould be multiplied a great
mdiv fold. I daresay. if the Government
could] lay -I heir hands on the money, did
not exp end thme several hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds sunk in these schemes
to improve thme hiarbours of this State.
it is slated in time Governor's Speech
t hat a Bill will be introduced] to amiend
the Constitution. Although we have noe
details. as to what the Government will
attempt in Ibis diretion, we know what
this means; they' do not propose to
a mend the Constitution of another place.
In conversation, a few days ago, with a
gentleman who sat as a Labour member
in this House some 'years ago-I w'ill not
ment ion his 'ine- the mnatter of the
Electoral law was introduced, and lie said,
"Myv opinion is that you should abolish
bolii Houses, and substitute a Honse with
household suffrage. What is thie good of
giving the vote to a man who can put his
swa. onl his back at any time and walk

out of the coumtry? The man with a
stake in the countrv is the one who should
have the say." This gentleman's pro-
posal was practically to abolish the lower
House, because to all intents and pur-
poses the present franchise of the Legis-
lative Council is household suffrage. The
hon. Mlr. Kingsmnill, I think, mentioned
that some melnb.ers of the Government
had been going about the country like
roaring lions, seeking whom they might
devour. Tme lion, member did not use
exactly those words, but that is what lie
indicated. I would like to read a few
extracts from a speech made by thme At-
torney Genieral at Esperance, regarding
the iniquities andl misdeeds of this house
during the sessions in which the Labour
Government have been in powver. Among
other things, the Attorney General said-

They have gone from platform to
platform and p)oured forth their conl-
demnation on all we have ever done, on
all wve propose to do, and onl all we be-
long to and represent. They have cursed
us as if the Labour organisation has
come fresh from thme inferno with the
stench of "Old Nick" upon us. They
have used Billinnsgaite-

What 1 am reading is surely a good
sample of Billingsgate--

as wvell as the dictionary to denounce us
in every form. and they have got the
assistance of thie editorials of nearly
all the Press in the State. The great
leading journals have polluted their
columins with the filth of diseased ima-
gination, for they have not gone uponl
fact. The great dailies have poured
forth falsehood upon falsehood, and
when the falsehood is corrected, they
attack us again wvith thme same false-
hood, dished up in another form. Jour-
nalismn has been prostituted in order to
daniin the Labour party. Great mea-
sures intended for the benefit, of time
State. like the Irrigation Bill, intro-
duced for the purpose of making more
fertile and fruitful the irrigable dis-
tricts of the State, were unceremoni-
ously torn up, cast aside, or trampled
upon. Measures anticipating the fu-
ture amid bringing in industrial peace
amongst men, like my Arbitration Bill,
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were torn up, slaughtered on the very
threshhold of that institution.

The Attorney General, by the way, said
that our Arbitration Act was the finest
in the world.

A measure to give some power to the
*people to regulate legislation, like the

Initiative and Referendum Bill, was
-waitedi for with relentless malignity ott

the very steps of that institution and
clubbed to death.

This is a sample of thie language which
has been used in reference to this Chain-
her. 'Until the present session, members
of this House have remained sileint wheu
abuse was being heaped ujpon them in
antilher place and from the p)Iatforms by
representatives of the Government, but
it is going a little too far to use language
Such as I have quoted in reference to (the
L.egislative Council. What is the Legis-
lative Council? It represets 55,000 elec-
tors in this State: it represents all thie
thrift and practically all1 the enterprise:
it represents all the taxpayers of the
State. Before Federation, the Govern-
ment had power over the customns, and
it would have been quite a proper thing
to have had a more liberal franchise for
this House, because at. that time the whole
of the taxation was paid by the whole of
the people of the State, but we must not
forget that the taxation which can be im-
posed by the State Parliament at the
Ipresent time falls on a fraction of
the people, while those who run the
Government represent many thousands
of people on whom no taxatiotn im-
posed by the State falls. We al
know the Attorney General, and we
take more than a grain of salt with his
statements. He allows his tongue to run
away with him on many occasions, but
oil this occasion at Esperance not only
must his tongue have run away with him,
but his reason must have deserted him also.
At about the lime when this speech was
made by the Attorney General, the I~est
Auzstralian of the 2nd April stated, among
other things-

What valid complaint has the La-
bour Party, which uses its majority
brutally in the Lower House, against
the searching analyses to which its
measures are subjected iii the Legis-

lative Council? Only in the Upper
House are Bills discussed on broad
lines. As a deliberative House, the As-
sembly is farcical; and, as many of the
Bills -whichi receive its imprimatur are
immature, anti even impossible, it is
not a matter for surprise that the Leg-
islative Council has, on occasion, re-
jected them.

As a matter of fact, measures such as the
Irrigation Bill, to which the Attorney
General referred, were not rejected by
this House. lThe Irrigation Bill was
amended in this Chamber, and as amended
it was practically on all fours with the
irrigation law in New South Wales at
the present time, In that State there
exists the bigge.st irrigation scheme in
Australia, and one of the biggest in the
world. In regard to the great rtuestion
of irrigation, I had some experience of it
in the W~est Indies many years ago. I
have been in A ustralia. for thirty years, so
that hon. members will realise that I am
referring to a somewhat distant period,
bitt I know that irrigation, while it gives
wonderfujl results, is a very costly pro-
cess, and the proper people to consult
with regard to irrigation schemes are
those wholi are engaged in this work. One
of the chief. amendments made to the Bill
in this Chamber was that the control
of irrigation districts should be in the
hands of the people who would maintain
it and would have to pay for it. It
would be very unwise on the part of the
State, which hais not too much money to
throw away, to enter at the present time
into any great expenditure on a matter
of this kind. Up to the present, as apart
from lprivate irrigation schemes, which
have been very successful iii Australia,
the irrigation schemes carried out byN
Governmients in the Eastern States have
certainlv iiot proved a success. Even in
the Gloulburn VallIcy, wIt h contains the
finest tract of land in Australia, and
where there isa mtagnificent wvater sup-
ply, the irrigation scheme has up to the
present nmoment resulted in a huge loss.
Only the other (lay in the Victorian Leg-
islative Assembly 'Mr. W. Billson, the De-
puty-Leader of the Labour Party, is re-
ported to have spoken as follows :
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He considered that the Address
mighl-t with advantage be amended to
the effect that the Government did not
possess the confidence of the House,
but lie felt that at the present time there
would be no chance of carrying an
amendment. owing to the nearness of
the general elections, lie did not think
that the Corner party would make any
movement against the Government.
Dealing with closer settlement-

Closer settlement is practically a portion
of the irrigation policy of Victoria.

lie said it hadl been a ghastly failure
from begining to end. Nine of the es-
tates purchased had proved a desolate
failure, while the State was said to
be losing £500 ai day on irrigation.

A loss of £500 a day on irrigation! That
is what the leader of the Victorian La-
bour Party said in criticising the Vic-
torian Government. Now, Mr. 'Milling-
ton, in his speech extolled the Govern-
ment for their splendid administration. I
consider that the administration of the
present Government has beei just about
ais bad as it could have been. It has
been eharacterised by big schemes. State
steamers, timber mills, powellising works,
implement works, and so on; and the
result has been, I may safely say,
nothing but reckless borrowing and
reckless spending. I think we ought
to take a lesson from the results
of some of the experiments of a like
nature which have been made iii the East-
ern States. Hare is at little paragraph
wh ichi appea red on time 2n d Juily in the
WIest Auslralian-

The failure of the attempt to estab-
lish State brick works at WonthaggiM,
Victoria, was referred to by [lie Mini-
ister for Railways (Mr. Mecinnon) to-
(lay. lie said that of the £10,000
voted towards the works by Parlia-
nient, not quite £:60 remained, but hie
wvas of opinion that when all of the
accounts had been settled this venture
of the State might represent a loss of
over £10,000.

We all know the result of the State
steamers. We know that those steamers
lost over X20,000 daiiirig thle year ended

3001 June, .1913. The statement of re-
ceipis and expenditure for the year ended
3Uth June, 1914, showed a loss of some
£19,000. We do not know anything yet
about thle loss on the timber mills. We
eanuol say* there is going to be a big loss
on those mills, but it does not requiire
mutch of the prophetic faculty to say that
there is sure to he a much bigger loss on
limbier millIs than on either the, steamers
or oin filie i mplenient works. The imple-
mneat Nvorlcs show a deficit of over £41,000.
I should like -just to enter a protest with
rega rd toa these so-called implement
works. We coinntiallyv read in the news-
payjers about th agricultural im plemnent
w~orks established by the Sate. But that
is an entire misnomer. The manufacture
or' agricultural implements at the works
is praetieAll a side line. No doubt it is
a portion of the wvork, but really the es-
tablishnent represents a Government
Fotindi'v, at general foundry wvhere work
is d]one for [lie harbour works and so
forth. I have no hesitation in saying-
although I do not like to be a prophet of
evil-tliat the Government will lose a
great deal more mioney by the implement
works than even by the State steamrers.

Tfie Colonial Secretary: You sup-
lported I le implemient works last year.

Hall. WV. PA'TRjIC: Yes; but that
ig another matter. it is the admninistra-
tion I take exception to, the way in which
the whole thing has been nianaged. We
have n ow 1.2 months' experience of man-
agemeut. by the present Government, and
it las been of a very unsatisfateory
nalt re indeed. One matter which is not
nentioned in the Governor's Speech-and

of coarse it is oiie of the most important
mnatters of all-is the question of tbe
finances. The statement issued the other
day showed an accumulated deficit of
£:454,000 odd. The lion. Mr. Dodd, in his
sieeclt on tlie Address-in-reply, said this
was duie to the increases in wvages granted
by (lhe Government. He spoke in much
ltme samne way as at the Bohemia Hall on
tlie 2nd December last year. On that
occasion lie was speaking,1 I will not say
in the samne strain as the Attortney Gen-
eiad. because the lion. Mr. Dodd does not
use Bilhinatie, hut hie spoke to the fol-
lowvingz effect :-
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The Government had to increase
wages to the extent of some hundreds
of.tlhousauds of pounds in the Railway
Department, thle Education Depart-
ment, and in fact in almost every
branch of the State's activity; but their
efforts to obtain the means for paying
these increases bad been baulked by
the Legislative Council.

That is what the lion. MY. Dodd said ait
the Bohemia Hall onl the 2nd December
last, and hie spoke much to the same
effect in his place in this House last
week. The Premier, speaking in another
place, said that the farmers owed for
vents and interest, and for seed wheat
with 'which they had been suppbed by the
seed-wheat board, and in respect of pay-
ments to the Agricultural Bank, no less
a sum (ian £219,159, all of which hie said
was lost to the revenue of the country.
So, in onc case we have Mr. Dodd attni-
bitting the deficit to the fact that the Gov-
erment had been compelled to increase
wages and to the further fadt that this
Chamber baulked the Government from
obtaining thle necessary funds to pay
those increased wages; and on tile other
hand "-e have the Premier saying that the
farmers are to blame for the deficit, that
had it not been for the advances and re-
missions to farmers there would practi-
cally have been no deficit. Now this has
been repealed ad nauseum in the papers
and elsewvhere. We have been told over
and over again that thle deficit is due to
the advances mnade to the former. I do
not know hlow much money is owing by
the farmers to the Agricultural Bank,
but I can say that wvhatever amount is
owing by them to the Agricultural Bank.
has nothing wvhatever to do with the ques-
tion of tie deficit. The income and the
exrenditure of the Agricultural Bank
do not appea~r in thle returns of the State
finances; they' are not included in the
ordfinary income and expenditure. If
the operations of the bank have affected
the finances in any way, it would be only
ii) respect of interest not having been
paid on some of the money lent by the
Government to the bank. That could
certainly not be any large amount. Howv-
ever, I. have looked through the returns of
income and expenditure for the last

year which were published in the news-
papers a few days ago, and I am quite
unable to find where the farmers owe the
Government anything of any consequence.
There is one aspect of the matter which
we must not forget. It thas not been
owving to a fall in revenue that the Gov-
ernment have piled up the deficit. From
year to year the revenue has been in-
creasing. In 1191-12 the Government
raised £13 9s. 6d. per head of the popula-
tion; in the following year they raised
£:14 I~s. 9Id. per hlead; and in thle year
just finished it comes to something like
£C15 2s. 6d. That is to say, there has been
an increase in revenue, and thle deficit has
not resulted because the revenue has
fadled. The deficit has resulted from the
fact that the expenditure has increased
wore rapidly than thle revenue. To show
that, so far as the public accounts are
concerned, the deficit cannot be attributed
to thie farmers, one need only look at the
land revernue. Tn 1912-13 the land rev-
enue lotalled £361,013; last year it wvas
£f078,000 odd, or £16,400 odd more than
in tlie previous year. Those are the
amounts of money that were actually re-
ceived in the shape of revenue through
the Lands Department. The Government
have received last Year from land a greater
revenue than the previous year by £C16,000
or £17,000. So far as; I can find out, it is
not expenditure onl the land that has
caused the deficit, because the expendi-
ture on lands and surveys in 1912-13
wvas V3,l50, whilst last year it was
E77:6563. In other words, whilst there
was during.- last year an increase of
£C16,449 in the revenue, there was a de-
crease in expenditure onl land and sur-
veys of £E5,594. Thus there was a dif-
ference of over £22,000 in favour of the
revenue last year as compared with the
previous year. And yet Mr. Scaddan
says that the deficit can be accounted for
by money owing to the Government by
the farmers of this State. I say that is
a libel onl the farmers. I say, further,
it is qunite evident that every copper the
Government can screw out of the farmer
they do screw out of him. It is a simple
matter to ascertain from the statements
issued by the Government themselves how
the deficit has arisen. Last year the
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steamers showed an excess of expenditure
over revenue of £19,255; that is to
say, the outgoings were £10,255 more than
tile ingoings.

'Thle Colonial Secretary: That includes
interest and sinking fund and deprecia-
tion.

Hon. W. PATRICK: Those items are
not included there.

The Colonial Secretary: You are
speaking of the balance-sheet for the
year ended :30th June, 1913.

Non. %V. PATMiCK: No: thle rear
just dlosed. 1 fully admit that thle Gol-
oniia] Secretary is cquite right, however.
The £22,000 fromt the previous year was
a genuine statenment, aind it showed that
the actual loss, according to a properly
audited balance sheet, was £22,000.

Member: I's the balance sheet correct?
Hon. IV. PATH ICIK: I shalt not

enter into the d~tails. I am not going
to say whether the accounts are correct
or not. I have a right to assume that
a statement issued by the Government is
perfectly correct. I am referring to
last year because it is during last
year that the farmers are supposed
to have caused this great deficit.
The difference between the ingoing and
outgoing to the 30th June was £C19,255,
and the difference between the expendi-
ture and the revenue from the State Tm-
pleient Works was £41,000. I see that
there was onle account which showed a
small credit balance, and that was the
State hotels, but it seems to me a miser-
able balance, only £2,000 on a busines of
over £E30,000. I understand that an hotel
keeper who has transacted a business of
£30,000 and can show only a profit of
£2,000 would not be able to pay thle
£10,000 to £1.5,000 ingoing which often is
paid. That profit did not help to reduce
the deficit veryv much, In these two items
alone there is a sum of £60,000, and thle
increase in the deficit last Year was
£140,000, and here is £602'000 accounted
for in two items alone. It is impossible in
the statistics before us to arrive at thle
loss in other departments, because they
are crowded into thle item-other works
and services. If we could lay otir hands
on the figures in connection with the tim-

her m ills, brickworks, Yan da nooka estate,
and a great many other concerns carried
on by the Government, I think we could
easily account for more than thle deficit
of last year. ']'here is one matter to which
attention was drawn by Mr-. Cullen,
and that is tile question of the release of
the man Bennett, a manl whom the judge,
when condemning, had said was unfitted
to live. He was not a person whio ought
to be allowed to live. I do not think
there could have been a greater piece of
folly than the release of a mian of his
staip. and( that is the sort of tinig that
has brput-'I~t aqbout lynch law iii Amnerica,
and if muany cases of that kind were al-
lowed in this State, or aniy other State
it) Australia. u-c would soon have vigi-
lance committees and lynch law.

Hon. J. Cornell: Thle hon. mnember is
wrn nhsoiin of lyncih law inl Am1-

erica.
Hon. WV. PATRICK: The lion. niem-

ber is entitled to hold his opinlion. I shiall
hold mnine. I lived iii America for somte
years, and I k-now the origini of the law,
and it was the failure of justice there. A
manl would be sentenced to a few years
of imprisonment for a serious crime. The
only thing that can handle the law iii
America is moniey. It would be a very
sad thing- tod bring abouit such a condition
of affairs in this State, and I have no
hesitation in saying that by this action
the Attorney General has polluted Iustice
at the fountain head.

Hon. E. 'MeLARTY (South-West) : It
is not my intention at this late stage in
the debate to make any very lengthy re-
marks. I listened to the Governor's
.Speech with a gr-eat deal of attention, and
found some bright spots in it. at the same
time I am unable to find nuch cause for
congratulatido as the mrember wvho muoved
the Arldregs-in-reply or as thc member
who seconded it did. It is satisfactory
to know thatt thie harvest, notwithstandin~g
the fact that the season was not as good
as wve might have wished, was a good one
and that the production of wheat was
greater than inl any previous year in the
history of thle State. This is a very satis-
factory condition of affairs, and it is also
due to the Government and thle Railway
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Department to say' that praise is due to
them for the very' satisfactory way in
wvhich the harvest was handled. I heard no
complaints. It was anticipated months
before that there would be a tremendous
nmudclle, that the wheat would not get
down and that su mejcent provision was not
being made, and all that kind of fault-
finding, but I desire to give credit where
credit is due, and I think credit is due to
the Railway Department for the very
satisfactory way in which they handled
the harvest. There are also other causes
for congratulation. We are all very
largely interested in the mining industry
of the State, and we find the output of
g-Old last year was much larger than in the
previous year. This means prosperity' to
every other industry of the State. Also,
the output of Collie coal is a record one.
'Chat is an industry that perhaps many in
the State hardly realise the importance of.
I have seen a good deal of this industry,
and I know it is supporting a consider-
able population at the present time, and
1 believe when better facilities are af-
forded, which I am pleased to see will
shortly be provided at the port of Bun-
bury for hunkering,. this industry 'vwill in-
crease. The coal seems to have increased
in quality, there have been very few corn-
plaints about it, and now that the demand
for bunkering- coal is increasing every
month it is going to be a great asset to
the State, and the time arises for some
better facilities to be given at the nearest
port, wlych is Bunbury, for the handling
of that product as well as the improve-
ment to the harbour for the great timber
business. I anticipate that in the near
future there will be a large shipment of
wheat from the Eastern portion of the
Great Southern Railway at Bunbury. The
lion. member who moved the Address
seemed to think that everything- had been
done well. There was no fault to find, that
inmprovements had been made in every
direction. It seems to me he did not take
int0 consideration that wve want something
wvith which to pay the enormous debt that

we have been accumulating during the ad-
ministration of time present Government.'
The loan indebtedness has increased by
10 million pounds. We have enormous

interest and sinking fund to pay every
year. Last year it amounted to £C1,384,000,
and that in itself is a matter for serious
consideration. Naturally, we expect when
we spend this vast amount of loan money
that it should be on reproductive works,
and not be a burden on the State.

The Colonial Secretary: Arc you sure
of your figures. tell millions?

Hon. E. i\IcLARTY: I think so. It
is over nine millions. that is in the state-
ment. I stand corrected if I am wrong.
At all events, thie interest last year or
since the Labour Government have been
in power, ls amountedl to nearly
£338,000, ad that is a Prett 'y consider-
able addition to the interest and sinking
fund wvhich ive had previously to the Lab-
our Administration coming into powver, so
that I think we ought to consider very
carefully how the money is being ox-
pended, slnd what we are getting in re-
turn. In connection with the railways,
we are all agreed, hut there are many
things I strongly disapprove of. I am
quite confident, as I said before, that
some of the Government enterprises wvill
end in failure and disaster. I have re-
ferred on several occasions to the steam
boats and butchers' shops. I have always
contended that it is impossible for the
Government to make any reduction in the
prices, and I contend that they have not
done so. They certainly have reduced the
cost of freight to the shippers, and that
has been a considerable help to the squat-
ters who have been, able to take advantage
of it. For my own part, I regret to say
it has not been a penny in amy pocket,
but a few have benefited by the reduced
freights, and it has fallen onl the tax-
payers to make up the deficiency. I am
one of the unfortunates who has had to
put his hand in his pocket to make up the
deficiency caused by the running of these
boats. in the Governor's Speech mention
is made of some proposal to bring about
a better supply of stock in the North. I
am interested to know what that improve-
ment is to be, and bow it is brought about.
I am quite sure the country is in need of

~oestock, but how the Government are
oing to improve matters it is very diffi-

cult for me to understand. I may further
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say with regard to the retail butchering
business, I am absolutely opposed to it.
I think the Government are acting in a
very unfair way towards men who have
been iii the butchering business for years,
while the benefit which the public receive
is not worth considering. At the present
time what is the position The Govern-
mieat set about bringing down the price
of stock and freights, but stock and sheep
arc dearer in the State to-day, I sup-
pose, than they ever have been. The prices
may have been uip as high as they are to-
day for a week or two, but this year has
been a record year for high prices for all
descriptions of stock. How are people
going to sell meat cheaply when fabulous
prices have to be paid for stock? It is a
matter of supply and demand, and
there is not the stock procurable
to bring about a reduction in price.
Another reason why meat must be high
priced is that the production is situated
1,500 or 2,000 miles away from the cen-
tres of consumption. That in itself will
always necessitate meat being at a high
price in this State. [ would like to see
the Government, after giving it a fair
trial-and I am prepared to credit themj
for having tried to bring about a better
condtion of things--close these shops and
admit in a manly way that they find it
imnpossible to carry out the intentions they
had when they opened them, that they have
done their best and find it is better to
close the shops rather than lose any more
money upon them. Thanks to the Pre-
mier, I had an opportunity the other day
of visiting the karri country and the State
sawmills and seeing what was going on
there. An enormous amount of money
has been spent in providing fine up-to-date
mills and makcing all preparations for a
large trade. At the same time T shall be
agreeably surprised if the Government
get back from the timber business any-
thing like what they have expended-takz-
ing the experience of timber companies in
this State, they have always had great
ditficulties in carrying on and it is only
quite lately that they have shown a little
profit. I am satisfied that this undertak-
ing on the part of the Government will
not pirove a sudeess. There is, however,
this to be said: The karri country is

very rich land and a great deal of it is
not being put to any use. No doubt thre
settlement of that country must follow the
saw~mills. The timber is very valuable,
and there is suich an enormous quantity
of good marketable tiiaber on the land
that it would be a sulicidal policy to le
the land for agricultural purposes until
the timber is first made use of, Besides,
the cost of clearing would be so great
that I doubt if any of the present genera-
tion would see much settlement there, un-
less it follows some such scheme as the
present Government have taken in hand.
Travelling through that country the other
day and making close observations, I
came to the conclusion that if the Goy-
eranwent, in stead of bil diing thousands
of workers'* homies about the City and the
central parts of the State, would devote a
sum of mnoney, say, £100,000, to the clear-
ing of small sections of that karri coun-
try, fencing the cleaings and erecting
smiall cottages-the settler would not ex-
pect so pretentious a building as (lhe work-
ing man apparently requires in the cen-
tres5 of population-no doubt a great
benefit would result;, but to expet poor
men to take up that country in its natural
condition and develop it would be to rely
upon a very slow process indeed. if
some arrangement were made to clear the
land-of course adding the price of clear-
ing to the cost of the land-1 have no
doubt that large numbers of blocks would
be taken up straight away. Speaking at
a dinner in London the other night, the
Agent General said that this country
would soon be producing its own butter
and sending away a surplus to the old
country to help feed the people there. I
am not so sangunine about it. 1 do not
exp.'ect to see the day when we shall pro-
duce half enough to support our own peo-
ple here. But one thing that would assist
it would be the placing of small settlers.
in the karri country. If a man could go
on a block down there with a few dairy
cows and grow his own fodder, I have no
doubt that dairying would soon he car-
ried on there, if only in a small way. If
tire Government would but clear even,
say, 20 small holdings for a start it would
serve to test the question and show whe-
thter or not the extension of the scheme
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would be justified. The land is certainly
very good And is suitable for summer cali-
vation , and unless that district from
Bridgetown to Albany is settled and made
a butter producing country, as well as
g'rowing potatoes and apples and other
fruits, I do not think there is much hope
of butter making being carried on in this
State. I feel there is a great deal of
dissatisfaction in thre country ait the pre-
sent time, M~any of the people are find-
ig it difficult to live. Dissatisfied set-
tiers are protesting against the burdens;
they have to carry. I am not a member
of thre Country' party, for I have not been
asked. to join, hut I am with that party
heart and soul in their objects. I fully

beleveth Conty party will he a great
[power in this State, and I only wish they
would riot go on such narrow lines and
try to set up a party in opposition to the
N iheral party who hlave been workiing in
theirl interests for years past. Speaking
to the Address-in-replay the Honorary
MI'inister (11on. J. E. Dodd) said that
blame attached to this, House for thie large
deficit, and hie insianced the Bill for fur-
ther taxation which was rejected hcre last
year. That was one measure for object-
ing- to which in the interests of the peo-
pte onl the land the Liberal party might
take credit. I contend that those people
have a great dent to complain of.

The Colonial Secretary: But the Lib-
eral party introduced taxation.

lion. E. MeLARTY: But they did not
increase it. Your Government wanted
to increase it. We were satisfied, and TI'
as a land holder myself, am not so un-
reasonable as to think the Government
call carry onl the Affairs of a large coun-
try like this without revenue. I do niot
think the local land tax, so long as it is
moderate, is going to hurt anybody; but
when we find there is an inclination to in-
crease the present taxes, when we find
the Federal Government stepping in and
burgling uIS with enormous taxes, and the
roads boards everlastingly increasing tax-
ation, we see that it is impossible for any
man to hold land and develop it. If at
roads hoard be short of money and go to
thle Government, what is the answer?
"You must raise your valuations and in-
curease your taxation." Do the Govern-

inent think there is no end or no limit
to what the people on the land can. bearl
At the present time it is costing me over
£E100 a year for roads board taxes, and
yet the Government are everlastingly
writing to thme board threatening that if
they do niot put on mnore taxes the sub-
sidy will he reduced. On one occasion
recently file GJovernment deducted £20 or
£25 from the amount, and when they were
asked whyv, we wvere told that it was d]one
by wa~y of a fine because we did not put
sufficient rates on the people. I think
the local governing bodies are the best
judges of ;vhat people can stand, and T
am sure that any man taxed to the extent
we are at the present timne has very little
left for development or extension of his
operations. I feel satisfied that if thle
Country party get to work on proper lines
they wvill have a, great voice in this State
before long. They will, at alt events,
bring about a more equitable form of tax-
ation. Who pays the taxes at the p~re-
sent time, and wvlo carries the -whole ex-
pense of the Country? Practically the few
people that are represented in this Cham-
ber. We have to bear the whole burden,
and I think it is fquite time we had a dif-
ferent systemn of taxtion alttogether. I
am aware that those who have most
should contribute most, but we find that
the nias of the people contribute nothing
at all, yet are everlastingly elamouring
for heavier burdens on those already
taxed almost out of existence. Like the
hon. member who has just spoken, I was
surprised at the absence from the Gov-
ernor's Speech of any reference to im-
mnigration. If this country is going to
progress and we are to continue our rail-
way policy, we must have people to put
onl thme land and settle thme country. One
of the most important things the Govern-
ment can give their attention to is thle in-
troduction of as many people of the right
class as they can bring into the State.
The Labour p~arty are always afraid that
if we bring in immigrants they will take
someone else's place, but in my opinion
theo more persons brought into the State
the more work will there be for the ]a-
bonring men to do.

Ron. F. Connor: And they want pre-
ference for unionists.
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Hon. E. McetARTY: So far as pre-
ference to unionists goes, I feel much as
Mr. Patrick expressed himself this evening.
I hope that if any such principle come
before this House it will meet with tlie
same fate as it met last time. it cer-
tainly will so far as my vote is concerned.
I agree with the Country party that the
price of land is too high. A great deal
of our land is poor, and if we could get
people to go upon it, clear it, cultivate it
and develop) it, the* first cost, the selling
price, should be the last consideration.
The conditions imposed on conditional
purchase land are Very reasonable and
fair. Their only object is to force some
men, who have not the inherent in-
dustry, to carr 'y out certain necessary
work. If these conditions are faithfully
observed the original price of the land
could be made much lower in many in-
stances than it is at the present time. I
noticed that after the Irrigation Bill was
set aside last year the Minister for Works
at once stopped the irrigation work at
the Harvey, giving as his reason that the
Legislative Council would not pass the
Bill. Lately, however, a number of men
have been put on again and are pro-
ceeding with the work. It seems extra-
ordinary that because the Bill was re-
jected thle Minister was compelled to stop
the work. Why onl earth did he not keep
on, seeing that be had the same author-
ity then as lie has at the present time?
yet, as I say, the men wvere put off, and
nlow the ' have been put onl again and the
Minister is going onl with the wvork at a
pretty rapid rate. According to the
Speech there are at few Bills to be intro-
duced. In respect to railway construc-
tion, I have always been an advocate of its
extension, and most of the projected
railways will have my support. The ex-
tension of the Dwarda-Narrogin line is
highly desirable. I took a very great
interest in the Hill for that line and I
had a good deal to do with the carrying
of it through. 1 was twitted at the time
with having a little land in the hills and'
wanting a railwny to enhance the value
of that land. As a matter of fact, the
railway did me some injury by cutting
up my land, but I sin proud to say that

the railway has since proved to be per-
haps the best paying line in the State.
When it is extended to Narrogin it will
be of great benefit to the people down
the Great Southern. At tlhe present
time timber is being railed 200 mile?.,
wvhereas when the railway is completed

fromn Dwarda right through to Narrogin,
this distance will be reduced to 40 or' 50
miles.

Sitting suspended fromn 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

R~on. E. MeLARTY: Before tea I 'as
referring to the construction of proposed
railways before the House last session.
In my opinion it would hie for the de-
velopment of the Great Southern when
this connection is made between Owar-
da and Narrogin, and also betveen
Darken and Wagin. This will bring
the people of Narrogin 28 miles nearer to
Perth by way of Pinjarra, than the pre-
sent line from York. Of course to peo-
ple living west of INarrogin it would be
an immense advantage, more so than to
people on the Great Southern railway. I
know veryv little about the country
thiroughi which some of the proposed rail-
%v' i's are to be built, but I have no doubt
they are all neccessary; and when more
lparticalars are placed befo~re this House
1 hope I may be able to support each of
them. With reference to tr~e Esp~erance
railway, this is anl old acquaintance. I
xee it is introduced again this session,
and I shall do exactlyv as T did last ses-
sioni, and vote for the railway. I shall do,
this because I believe in de-centralisation.

hablve no doubt myvself that in that great
extent of country there miust be some
g-ood land available, and I am not going
to talke the responsibility of telling the
60 settlers w~ho arc domiciled down there
that they (do not know their own busi-*
ness, and that 1, who have not seea the
country.), think the line will be a failure,
and that the land is not fit for cultiva-
(ion. I intend to leave those settlers to

judge of the question themselves. If the
country is to he utilised it can only be
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putt to its full use by means of railway
communication. I do not intend to la-
bour the question now, but doubtless will
have anl opportunity of going into it when
it comes before the House later on. With
regard to the very small production from
that part of thle State, namely, half a
ton of hay to the acre, and four bushels
of wheat. 1 pesime that is produced
wi thou t any fertiliser wvhatever. In fact,
I do not knowv how people can get fortil-
iser there at nil. Mly experience is, and
I own a g-ood deal of land mn'yself, that I
should not know how to get half a ton
of hay to the acre on myv land without

friiser. '1he whole of the country,
takinz ( lie land along the Great Southern
-and I have been down there this week,
and took the opportunity of viewing the
land onl thle wvav-without fertil iser, wvould
give very little better results in the way
of production than the land at Esperance,
in imy' Opinion. Of course there are
richer patches which might give a fair
crop, bitl, taking the land generally, and
basing what I say Up)on mY ciil experi-
enee, I ami quite certain that hay and
corn growing would be an titter failure
if it wtere not for the use of fertiliser.
For that reason, I am not prepared to
condemn that country. I do not even know
what mnethodls of cultivation have been
adopted down there. I must, therefore,
allow the people to be the best judges.
and to know their own business best.
There is a great extent of country, and
it would be marvellous to inc if there
were not some fair proportion of it lit
for cultivation. Several rail way' s will, I
understand, come before the House,
when I willI deal wvithi them. 1 wvishi,
however, to refer to a remark made by'
the lion. Mr. Podd, when hie said that
through the action of this House in not
passing increased taxation last 3-ear,
we were to some extent respon-
sible for the heavy deficit. I dto
not know whether it made very
much difference after all. Very soon
after the Bill w'as rejected by thle
House a fresh valuation seems to have
been made onl thle lands. I do not know
by whomn this was madie. The first inti-
mation I had of a new valuation was wvhen

I received a demand from the State Land
Tax Department calling upon me to pay
£130 Os. 7d. 1 thought that was a very'
fair contribution Upon my part, and that
if wve had not passed the Bill in question
wye were being got at in some other direc-
tion. No sooner had I paid the State
Land Tax Department this amount
than a demand was made upon
me by the Federal Land Tax De-
partment. They sent a manl crawl-
ing round the coun try and spying out thle
lead, and professing to be a judge of land.
lie may have been a judge for all I know;
I dto not know very ninch about thne man.
Bilt lie camne armed wvith instructions that
a fresh valnuat ion should be made, anil
the result was that they wvanted me to
pay £$O in addition to what I had pail
to thne Stale department, and I had to
pay it. That was the respectable sum
altogether of £210 that I had to fork out,
for a niew% valuation. I suppose that there
are hundreds of instances like mine. 1
would like to know wvhen there is going
to be sonic finality in regard to these tax-
atiolls.

Hon,. J. Cornell: I would like to change
lplaces with thle lion. niember.

Hon. E. McLARTY, The people never
know when they are going to stop. I
supposed that when I had paid my land
tax that I should be clear for the next
few months, but that "'as not so. Not
only that, hut they go back for four years
and call upon inc to pay the difference
between whalit 1, hav-e already paid and
thle amount of the new valuation, that is,
the valueo placed uplon1 thle land by the
Governmnit authorities. It is a hard
case. I do not know wvho the individual
is who could put any actual value upon1
anybody's land. In uty ease I bought
some small town allotments, thle upset
prilce of wvhicli was £25. The Government
va luation is £50. In sonic instances the
valuations have jumiped from £:50 to £100;
iii others from £100 to £150, and others
again from £150 to £C200. I do not, of
course, knowt, if I1 ever wanted to sell,
ivhetber these valuation would be reached,
or an 'ythiug approaching them. On the
value of rural lands there is no man liv-
ing who canl judge of the different eon-
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ditions in this State. We have a gen-
tieman living far upl on thie Midland rail'
way who wvas sent down south for the
purpose of mnaking an inspection and
making valuations. He wvent over a good
deal of the country certainly, and I think.
hie was a very fair and just man , and a
good judge of land values, but I contend
that the conditions in the south are so
vastly' different from those iii the north
that lie could not possibly arrive at any
approximate idea as to what the values
of the lands. are. Only last week I had
occasion to travel out some 40 miles cast
of Northam. I really felt that I knewv
very little about the land there. When
I- got into that country I found it was
altogether (lifferent from the land uponu
which I had been living most of my life,
and I think it would be very hard indeed
for me to say what this land was worth.
I formed an idea, however, that there was
,a good deal of. agricultural land and] land
suitable for wheat growing, but 1 could
not presume to go there and set myself
up as a judge, and place any value up)on
the land. The Federal Land Tax Depart-
inent, however, send a luau round. 'He
goes to a place and asks you what the
value of the land is. You tell him loS.,
and lie sat's it is worth E£1, and you have
to go to the Supreme Court if you wish
to appeal agaiist the decisioni. How you
are going to prove that your opinion is
righlt as ag-ainst his , I do not know. A
great deal of land is, certainly not worth
the amount at which it is valued. I hope
there will be sonic finality in this matter,
and tlat we will know s00on what amnount
of taxation we have to pay', arid that
definite values will be placed upon thle
land. It appears that the Taxation De-
partment can run uip the values of land
for taxation purposes as much as they'
like. Nobody knows what one has to
p'1 y3. 'The whiole position is most nnsat.-
isfactory, and I nam not surprised at the
strong protests which have been entered
against it. I have nothing further to
say, except to express my pleasure in)
supporting the Address-ia-reply.

Hon. F. CONNOR (North): As one
of the 01l1 members in this House, I must
say something in support of thie Address-

in-reply. 1 regret, Sir, that two members
of t his Houise w ho m I had the pl eas ure of
sitting- with, have passed a-way. I refer
to the late lion. R. WV. Pennefather and
the late Hon. C. A, Piesse. Their loss
to this House is a distinctr one, and their
loss to thle country generally is greater
still. I think they were two very excellent
members of any Legislature, and that the
whole of t ire community must agree that
this is so. .1. want brieflY to say that I
am sorry for thie absence of two mnenmbers
who sat righit behind mne. I refer to Mir.
M1oss and Mr. Conuolly. I think their loss
too is a distinct oie, particularly in the
ease of Mr. Moss, both to the House and
to t ire country, But against that we have
the fact that there are certain new mnem-
bers who have conic to this House. I itive
listened with great pleasure to the
speeches oif some of the lion, members
who1 have not long been here, and who
are even new 10 polities and particularly
new to this House. I am pleased
to welcome them here, and I am suire
that what they sat' and what they do will
be of benefit to thle Couintry. it is rather
hard to talk very effectively or to be
very gushing anyhow, to a H3ouse such
as we have here just at present. I should
like to say, refer ring to the Speech, that
it is! InI Mt' opinlion,' quite commonplace.
Two appoiutineiits since thle last meeting
of the House have been made wvhich meet
with my aipproval. Tile first is the ap-
pointnlienr of Ai1r. Justice MI~e3.ill to
the position of Chief Jnusti&'!, and the other
is the appointment of M\r. Justice Nsorth-
mnore onl the. Supreme Court Bench.
]. th1ink thie Glovernment are to be
cong-ratulated upon having dippointed
hese gentlemen to such high and

luolonrable positions. I think the
Government will not be sorry, and neither
w"ill the outntry he, for, these appoint-
mueats. Speaking generally. 1 wish to

rfrto tile fact that the whole of the
business of this State, aecording lo the
Speech, as far as the finances are eou-
ceraed-I mnean the whole at! the banking
business-has been transferred to the
Common wealth Bank. Tlhlat in itself may
be a good thing-. I ant not going to dis-
pute it. But I would ask bon. members in

374



[16 JULY, 1014.]37

this i-ouse to remember that there were
financial institutions in this coun try which,
before the advent of the Commonwealth
Pak-hcfore the Commonwvealth could
write their name to a piece of paper and
say it was money-which could have been
availed of. I do not know that it would
be absolutely anl unmInixed blessing when
the time comes for the whole of the
business to be transferred to [ie Conm-
monwealth Bank. The question of work-
ers' homes has heen. discussed frequently.
I1 an, in favour of workers' homes. I am
in favour of helpinng the manl who is
prepared to show is bona fides in the
country, and to settlie in it. but people
must be able to say that they, have seone-
thing which belongs to them. That is
the basis of a countr~y's prosperity. But
I would like to point out that there are
greater ideals to be broughlt before this
country, even before workers' homes. It
is all righit to provide homes for the
people who deserve them, prov'ided the
country can afford to do so, but let us
make a comparison between the p~eople
who, practically speaking, camne here
yesterday or the dlay before, and the
p~eople who have been here thirty yecars,
those people who have been established
it, the far North, and who have had no
consideration. I am in favour or work-
ers' homes, but I ami also in, favour of
giving consideration to the people who
have developed lime resources of this coun-
try by going with their hives in their
hands into the far interior, and devoting-
the best portion of their lives to thie
opening up of. thle back blocks. They
are the people who have a right to con-
sideration, as wvell as those wvho are
practically newcomers, and who are being
given workers' homes on either thie free-
hold or leasehold system. We are told
in the Governor's Speech that a Bill is
to be introduced to provide for constitu-
tional reform. What is constitutional re-
form? Perhaps the Colonial Secretary
will enlighten uts when lie speaks. I cer-
tainly want to know what it means. We
are told also that the Irrigation Bill is
to be brought dowvn again. That was be-
fore uts last session, and certain sugges-
tions were made in r egard to the measure,

which another piace would not accept.
Then it is proposed to introduce a Land
Act Amendment Bill. I do not know to
what that refers. It has me completely
puzzled. I thought that the Minister for
Lands had finished everything in connec-
tie,, will, land reform when he framed
his famous regulations, which nearly burst
upt the whole countryv and which certainly
stopped development. I will not discuss
the Initiative and Referendum Bill; I am
opposed to that absolutely. I am not
opposed to railwvay construction, so long
as thle finances of the country can stand
it, and so long- as everybody gets a fair
portion. We have heard a lot of talk
in another place about what this House
has done in connection with Bills, and wve
are told that we are opposed to the wishes
of the people, but let uts go a little afield
mid look at what is happening in the
Federal Parliament, where Bills more
material than any wvhich have been
brought dowvn here have been submitted
by thie House of Representatives to the
Senate, and thrown out by the Senate.
Another place has not a good word to
Gay about the Legislative Council of this
State. and not a bad word about the
Senitte. Here we do our best to try and
see that bad legislat ion is not passed,
Ibut tile Senate does not consider any-
thing,; it simply says. "Because you will
not hie with us, we will throw out all
legislation wvhich you submit to uts." I
merely, bring this forward as an object
lesson which this House might study. It
boils itself down to this, that thie Senate
and anot her place ii' this country' are not
taking their responsibilities seriously.
What are they doing,? Tlhey are simply
listening to thle words or ideas of a fewv
people who constitute the Trades Hall
party, of not only the State but the Com-
monwealth, anid they are told by caucus
what they have to do.

Hon. J. Cornell : How does your party
do it. By mental telepathy?

Hon. F. CONNOR: I do not belong
to any party; I am a member of a noni-
party House, and I can talk as a nion-
party man. The hon. member is guided
absolutely by caucus.
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Hon. J. Cornell: I own up to it; the
hon. member wvill not.

Hon. F. CONNOR: There is a new
party coming into existence in this State,
known as the Farmers and Settlers. I
welcome that party to this House. I think
their advenit ini politics will be of use, but
I think they are a little bit previousI and
I warn them, or perhaps I should not say
wvarni thenm, but they seem to have the bit
between their teeth before having been
broken in. and it is a fair thing that they
should take advice fromt older politicians
and not try, as they are doing now, to go
the whole hog. Their time will come. I
want to get down to practical stuff in con-
nection with what I have to say. I notice
there is one paragraph in the Governor's
Speech which says "Mly advisers have conl-
tinued to give special consideration to thie
requirements oif the North-West, with the
result that the buildings . jetties, and
tramwvays generally are no"' in a good
state of repair. while waler supplies have
been extended and improved." Is that
the policy for the North? Is that wvhat
the NXorthi is going, to get from this Gov-
ernaicut? Teni milions of loan money
have been expended lately here, and what
has been done for the North? Nothing.
The North has been positively ignored.
The heart of this State, wvhen most of
thle hon. members in this House at pre-
sent were not in Western Australia, was
the backbone and the hope and salvation
as it turned out, of this State. Yet, in
the Governor's Speech, if you please, we
find these words-"'The future of. the
mneat trade in Australia, and particularly
in this State, has engaged the careful at-
tention of my advisers. Plans are nowv
being matured by which t he stock-raising-
industry in our Northern districts wvill
receive encouragement without endanger-
ing the interests of consumers wit hin the
State." If ever there was a bald state-
ment made, it is that statement. It is a
statement without meaning-yes, it has a
meaning, and it is this, that this Govern-
went will not do anything except what
the people who are right close by them,
and can give them votes, will ask for.
That is wvbat the statement means, if it
has any meaning. Mr. Millington said,

and I agree with him, "I think those who
have listened attentively to the address
delivered must conclude that each and
every industry in the State has been at-
tended to." That is another bald state-
ment, because nothing has been done for
the North, for the people who have borne
the heat and burden of the day, before
even my friend the Colonial Secretary
was a member of Parliament. Absolutely
nothing has been done, and 1 thank Air.
Cornell for some of the remarks hie made
in addressing this House when lie pro-
claimed that the North was neglected.
The main issue so far as I am concerned,
as a representative of the people of the
North of Western Auistralia, is, has the
North any rights? Have the people there
the vrht to say "We want certain things
d]one, because we are taxed and we pay
out taxes." if they have, then I as a re-
presen~tative of the North will say "'Give
uis our rights, because uip to now we have
not had them.'' I would like to point ott
(o [tonl. members who are comparatively'
young in politics this fact, that the far
North of Australia was thie salvation of
this State. not only in regard to the pas-
toral business, but more particularly, may
I say. inl connection with gold mining
In thle early' days. I am speaking of the
.year 1886, when I was in the North. the
one feature of Western Australia wvhich
made the outlook for thle future at all
hopeful wvas the discovery of gold in the
Iiniberley'N s. I say without hesitation
that we would have no goldfields now if
it had not been for the early Kimberley
days and thle pioneers who found gold
there and subsequently in the Eastern
goldiields. Therefore, I ask, why should
we be ignored? Why should not the
North have some say and receive some
consideration in connection with the dis-
tributiou of the finances?

Hon. R. J. Lynn: What about the
Slate steamshipis?

Hon. F. CONNOR: I will come to
them later. It is the jpeople in the North
of Western Australia who are to be
thanked for the development of our gold
industry which has made this State the
great State which it is. These develop-
ments afterwards enabled people to go-
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upon the land and to engage in the agri-
cultural industry. The whole thing- rests
upon the beg-inning of the gold industry
in the Kimberleys in 1886. Very little
consideration has been given to this par-
tion of the State, seeing that it was the
means of the whole of this State being
opened up. Before the advent of many
hon. members in another place and in this
lplace it was necessary that certain things
should be clone to develop this country.
Few of the present sitting members were
in Parliament when many of these works
were initiated. Almost before the pay-
ment of members there was a band of men
who were not afraid to look forward and
who determined to open up this country.
They built railways, water schemes, and
harbour works; they built the great East-
ern Goldfields water scheme and the Fre-
mantle harbour works. This was before
many of the present members entered
Parliament and cried about details of
small Bills. I am sorry that the Hion-
orary Minister (Hon. J. E. Dodd) is not
in his seat. I think he is intensely earnest
in what he says and honest in every opin-
ion lie expresses, but his ideas are too
small. His ideas concern the details of
an Irrigation Bill or a 'Mines Regulation
Bill, or something of that kind. These
things will not open up this country or
make it grow or bring it into prominence
before the rest of the world. The people
in the early clays built railways, harbours
and water works and helped the goldfields
in every possible way. They constructed
schools, public buildings, hospitals, and
roads and it was done by a mere handful
of people, 70,000 to 80,000 in number and
not more. We have listened to hion. mem-
bers of yesterday, mnushroom, members I
call them. They spoke about the great
development and what they have done,
but they forgot that greater men went
before them, men before whom they
should bow down and to whose opinions
they should give consideration. Modest
as I am, may I be permitted to say that
I was one of those early members. West-
ern Australia, in common with the rest of
the Commonwealth, must live on its ex-
port trade. All the discussion regarding
free trade and protection is mere piffle;
all the talk about the Country party and

the cheapening- of commodities is piffie;
we must encourage export and I want to
educate the Colonial Secretary somewhat
as to how, why and where he can help
to make this a great country. The coun-
try should have been opened uip and its
resources developed. This has not been
done and it is not being done and it wvill
not be done. This is a calamity for West-
ern Australia. We are allowing- one of
the greatest estates which we possess, to
slip out of our hands. We are allowing
the Federal Government to walk all over
uts and to clean uts out and to close up one
of our best ports. There has been a great
deal of discussion regarding the price of
meat;i it is one of the main issues before
the people at the present time. In this
connection the Government have done
their best. In their unwisdom and ignor-
ance they rushed into certain proposi-
tions which will not bear the light of or-
dinary commercial understanding. They
were warned, by myself among others,
regarding the enterprises into which they
were rushing. They rushed into the pur-
chase of steamers and a whole lot of
other things, but the steamers represent
the principal undertaking. To make that
scheme a success the Government required
to be only statesmanlike, but they have
not even an ordinary p)olitician in their
clan; there is nothing- statesmianlike about
them. They are allowing one of the finest
prov'inces to be wiped off the slate as far
as Western Australia is concerned, the
noble port of Wyndhiam, and to be wiped
off the slate by Port Darwin, a p~ort which
is not entitled to be the outlet for that
country. Any practical cattle man or any
man connected with the business of grow-
ing meat could tell the Government this.
Port Darwin, howvever, Is walking in and
taking out of our hands what would be
of immense benefit in many ways, not
only in connection with the cheapening
of meat, but also in connection with the
development of the northern portion of
this State. There is cwuntry to the ex-
tent of ten million acres lying idle and it
is better country than has yet been taken
up. I am referring to Brockman's coun-
try. He opened that up and explored it
and proved that it contains better pas-
toral propositions and better watered
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country than has yet been taken tip. This
country would be taken up if it were
proved that the Government were in ear-
nest in the matter of giving facilities to
pastoralists so that they would be able
to handle their produce, but this has been
neglected by the present Government.
The Government have rushed into the
purchase of steamers. I will tell them
how they can make their steamers a suc-
cess. The only question is whether it is
not now too late. The Federal Government
have arranged wvith anl English syndicate,
the Union Cold Storage Company, repre-
sented by Sir William Vesey, who is at
present in Australia, to erect freezing,
chillingI boiling downi and canning, workls
at Port Darwin. Port Darwin is not the
place for these works. The place for them
is at Wyndhiai. Wyndham is the natural
port, and cattle could be walked onl the
hoof into the works. There is not anl-
other natural port to compare with
Wyndham,. and yet the Government have
allowed the Commonwealth to get in a-
)lead of them, notwithstanding that the
qluestion has been brought up so often.
Tw~o years ago this month I made a long
sp~eh in which I showved where the Gov-
ernment were losing ground and in what
way they could recover lost g-round and
add a new province to the State. This
was by instituting at Wyndham or Derby
a small Chicago and conserving to this
cm n try vwhat is now going to a port which
has noe right to it and where the natural
conditions are opposed to the success of
the scheme. We should ]lave had some
influence in tile direction of securing con-
sideration to the industry in order to help
the development of the Northern portion
of this State. I do not want to go into
figures. The lion. Mr. Patrick cut the
grround from tinder my feet when lie
quoted figures to show that tip to the
3001 June, 1913, £E22,813 had been lost
onl thle State steamers.

The Colonial Secretary: You did not
fake ilie Treasury ret urns as a basis. You
are quot ing Ilie year before last.

lion. V. CONNOR: I gave 3 ou1
date--to 30th June, 1913.

The Colonial Secretary : Yes.

tile

Hon. F. CONNOR: On the audited ac-
counts there is a loss shown of £22,813
for that year. To the 30th June, 1914,
the present year, there is not an audited
account. When the account is audited, I[
am afr aid, a great deal more loss will be
shown j. However, what it does show is
that there has been a loss of £C19,256.
That is a total of £42,069.

The Colonial Secretary: Those were
the Treasury' figures. They do not shlow
tile p~rofit and loss account.

lion. P. CONNOR: Here they are
now, and they- are published. I will niot
go into details over them, but those are
the published returns.

lon. Rt. J. Lynn: 'The Treasury returns
are approximately correct.

I-ion. F. CONNOR: They are not ap-
proximately correct, and that is the
trouble. The lion. gentleman wvho leads
in another place has told us a lot of
things. I (10 not want to cut them to
pieces, bilt his figures are awfully funny.
Ile says the Government have reduced
thle freighi on cattle from £4 to £2 10s.
Aks a matter of fact, the rate at present
charged on the Government steamers is
£:3 6s. from Wynidham.

The Colonial Secretary: It is £2 10S.
loe. F. CONNOR: Very wvell; I will

take that as correct. I discussed that in
reply' to all interjection by the hon. gentle-
mail in this House, wvhen I said that
£4 included some of thle charges which
lie now says are between the £2 10S. and
the £3 Its. floes the lion. gentleman fol-
low me? I do not think hie does. I do
not think lie wantIs to. Where ig-norance
is bliss 't is folly to be wise.

Thle Colonial Secretary: I know what
quotes wve got.

lion. F. CONNOR : That rate of £4 in-
eluded fodder and attendance. I say it
did( include those charges. I Lim not
merely' thinking this; I know it. The
bon. genltlemanl who leads at party in an-
other place, Ias told us that every Kim-
berley grower-it is the smnall grower
he is talkinz about-who shipped 750
head af cattle had X:1,500 hard cash put
into his pocket by the Government. Sup-
posing, the lionl. gentleman 's figures are
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right, and that he bas reduced the rate by
30s., how does that prove that a grower
in shipping 750 cattle saved £1,500 9 The
whole thing will not bold water. It is
all thle greatest possible pifile. People
should not take it seriously; but, unfor-
tunately. outsiders who do not under-
stand the subject take those figures seri-
ousl 'y. I will give the Colonial Secretary
the figures, of his own Government.

The Colonial Secretary: Is that the
)'Ians&rd report?

Hon. F. CONNOR: Yes; but I am not
reading Hansard. I am quoting from
some notes I made myself. I will read
the statement given-

The Premier: As a result of the
service wye have actually put £1,500 in
hard cash into the pockets of every
Kimberley producer who has shipped
750 head of cattle.

lRon. J. Mitchell: How do you make
that out, at 10s. per head 9

I do not kno-w, and neither does the Plre-
ruler. The Premier continued-

I am giving the figures. As a result
of the service we have actually put
£C1,500 hard cash into the pocket of
each Kimuberley producer who has
shipped 750 head of cattle.

That is the tale. It is all on the same
basis as when the Government tell us
the y have reduced the price of beef. Be-
fore I sit down I will prove that the
Government have not reduced the price
of beef. But we will get past this stage
now, because it is all not worth talking
about. Nobody really believes in it. The
Minister may tell me; but I know; I am
in the game; .F know what he does not
know. I tell him all this talk about the
reduction in thle price of beef is the
greatest possible piffle, and not worthy of
being repeated to sensible men.

The Colonial Secretary : You say we
are selling the beef too cheap.

I-on. F. CONNOR: So the Govern-
ment were, and they will find that out.
The hoin. gentleman will find that out
when he comes down to the facts, when
he goes into the accounts of Yandanooka.
That is a nasty word, is it not, Yanda-
nookal Thle Government will find that
they are selling too cheap. They put cat-

tie on the Yandaniookca estate at a price
at which the cattle cannot be made to
pay when they are put off again. I shall
not enter into somne of the details that I
could go into in connection with this
matter, because I might be giving away
secrets. Mr. Ilolnies might he able to
back me up in that; but I will pass it
over, if the Colonial Secretary will
allow me. Of course, if he de-
sires particulars, I will give them.
Now, is Yandanooka paying9? Yanda-
nooka is an estate bought for the purpose
of subdivision, to enable the people of
this State to settle on the laud. That
purpose has not been carried out. The
estate is used now for the purpose of
putting cattle on it and taking them away
from it again. Some of the cattle axie
niot too good, and most of them are very
bad; and certainly the price paid for the
cattle which liave been put on Yanda-
nooka plus the cost and the railway
freights and other tbings, makes the price
realised when they are brought down to
the North Fremnantle Markets and sold an
unpayabie one. Traking into considera-
tion interest on the money paid for the
purchase of the station, and the expen di-
ture involved in the upkeep of the sta-
tion, there is no doubt that this particular
proposition shows a decided loss. I would
like to know from the Minister where
that loss is going to be put. Will it he
debited to loan account, or will it be
debited against the profits made in thle
three butchers' shops, which are killing
between 20 and 24 bullocks per week
between them, not enough for one small
wholesale butcher? There is interest to
be paid, and there is a loss in trading.
Certainly there is a los~s in trading in
connection with the cattle supplied to
Yandanooka. I have proved that clearly.
Further, there is interest and there are
working expenses in connection with that
£140,000 scheme. T say that transaction,
taking the cost of cattle put on the estate,
and the amount received for them after
i hery were sold, absolutely' shows a. loss.

I wvill prove that right up to the hilt? if
necessary. Next as to the price of meat,
which comes into this argument more or
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less. We are told that the Government
%ave reduced the price of meat to the
peoIple here. I do not say that they did

niot reduce the price of meat in one or two
particular shops. They may have done
that. But who. benefits by that? A few
people in the metropolan area. But
who pays for it if those people in the
metropolitan area are gettiug their meat
cheaper thant they should get it, at lower
1)rices than the meat is worth in the open
mnarket by auction sale? Who pays for
that? The peop)Ie generally, and in] par-
ticular the people ofo the far North, who
get no benefit wIhatever in return. I
want to hinge all my remarks on the fact
that I am here as a representative of the
North of this State to try and get some
justice, which tip to the present the North
has not been able to get. Will the
Colonial Secretary tell us whether in com-
puting tile cost of the delivery to the
2,000 people, say, who receive this cheap
meat in Perth, the cost of the abattoirs,
at Kalgoorlie, of the abattoirs at Mid-
land Junction, and of the abattoirs and
sale yards at North Fremantle has been
included? Is that cost debited against
the profit made in the meat shops? And
while I am on that question I would
warn the hon. gentleman that as far as
Midland Junction abattoir-s are concerned
I do not think titer will ever operate, be-
cause no drainage has been provided in
connection with them. The people living
in that district have their common law
rights and their ordinary rights, and they
say that once the Government commence
operations there will he legal troubles.
However, that is a matter in which the
Government. must look out for themselves.
I believe, further, that the Government
put those Midland Junction yards on
railway ground-ground which the Rail-
way Department now claim, and to which
I think they have a right. I was going
to speak about all this cheapening of
meat, and I am sorry to see that the
Colonial Secretary has gone away.

Mfember: Things are too warmn for him.

Hon. F. CONNOR: I was about to
refer to the question of the distribution
of meat. This talk of the cheapening of

meat to the people boils itself down to
thle fact that in thle whole of this State
three Government butchers' shops are
operating, one in Perth, one in Fremantle,
and one in Subiaco. I do not know
wichel is tile Subiaeo shop), but I Suppose
it is the football barrackers' one. Now,
this is an extraordinary thing-anti I
know what I am talking about-that the
whole of the meat distributed in the
butchers' shops lbelonging to the Govern-
miett of this State pans out at from 20
to 24 bodies a week. That is the turn-
over for the whole of the three shops:.
and that is not sufficient, or not more
than sulficient, to make a success of anl
ordinary small wholesale butcher's estab-
lishiment. Thle whole of the output of
the butchers' shops run liy the Govern-
ment is not more than sufficient to carry'
onl, or show a profit for, one butchery
doing 20 to 24 bodies a week. Does the
whole of the State benefit by that? I do
not think it is so. I think a few people
who go to the shops here benefit. Instead
of 2,000 benefiting, I would say only a
fonrthi of that number benefit; say, 400
or 500 people; no more. Then wre must
take into, consideration that these Gov-
erninieut shops sell absolutely for cash and
that they will not deliver. I do not think
that is fair trading. If the Government
butcheries went all over (lie State, and
gave everybody in the State the oppor-
tunitv of buying meat at those prices, it
would he different. But it is not fair
trading to establish just two or three
shops by way of proving the proposition
of the Government, and to establish those
shops right uip against men' who arc
battling their way and who have not
the finances of the country at the hack of
them to meet any deficit that crops up.
I do not think that is fair trading.
As a warning, I would ask the Colonial
Secretary to take into consideration the
fact that we are about to lose in this
State one of its greatest assets, namely,
the distribution of the meat necessary for
thle people of the State. Take, for ex-
ample, New Zealand. In the Dominion
you will See meat works dotted all over
the country, and although they have there
only about 20 millions Of Sheep each year,
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they distribute to other parts of the world
from four to five million lambs and mat-
ton. There is an example which this
State should follow. Even to-day, in face
of the fact that there are all these meat
works dotted all over New Zealand, bigger
concerns are being put up on co-operative
lines. We should have something like
that here. We should have some assist-
ance in the far North to grow meat for
the people. Up to the present we have
not had that assistance. We can tlake also
Queensland. Ten or 15 years ago Queens-
land was in a state of very great depres-
sion indeed. The people there connected
with the pastoral industry were in a very
'bad state. However, the Government as-
sisted private enterprise to establish meat
works, wiffh the result that Queensland
has prospered. We have the possibility of
being able to rival Queensland and New
Zealand. I wish it to be clIearly under-
stood that I am only trying to bring home
to the Government the fact that they have
missed the 'bus, or nearly missed the ;bus;
that it is possible for them yet to re-
trieve the situnation ; trying merely to
bring hoine to them the fact that if they
will assist the people to get a water sup-
ply at Wyndham, the people there will
be able to find their own war aft erwards.
It is not yet too late because, although
Port 1)arwin, by' the fact that an agree-
ment has been entered into with an Eng-
lish company, has the first say, still they
lhave to build their -railway to get out and
bring- their stock in. There is yet time to
retrieve the situation. There is yet a
hope that we may save that province to
this State. It would indeed be a political
sin and a c alamnity generally if wevwere to
lose it. I wish to bring that home to the
Colonial Secretary, and I ask him to try
to save the Situation, to try to conserve
to this State a great industry which is
about to be lost to it, if the Government
do not take the necessary steps. I ask
that it should be paramount in their
ideas; then afterwards, when we get these
measures brought before us, the Irriga-
tion Bill, the Mines Regulation Bill, and
new railway Bills, we will rush them along
and pass them through for the Govern-
ment. .But, first of all, the Government
most remember the people who were the

first to open up the resources of the State
-1 was one of their representatives 20
odd years ago in the Parliament of this
State-and I plead here and now that
some justice shall be done to the district
1 am referring to.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
3. Alf. Drew) .IL is almost unnecessary
for me to say that Mr. Colebatch is a keen
critic, a close reasoner and knows exactly
what weapons to select from his armoury
when engaged in coniflict with an adver-
sary. That is a proposition which I think
all will admit who have had Parliamentary
experience of the hon. gentleman. Oil top
of all this he is an uncompromising op-
ponent of the present Administration.
But, if the ease made out against the Gov-
ernment by Mr. Colebatch is the best that
can be put forward, then I end my col-
leagues have every reason for gratifica-
tion. The attack was a singularly weak
one, and it was quite evident that Mr.
Colebatch was suiffering from a poverty
of material. Mluch of Lhe material lie
used in the course of his address will not
bear a critical examination, or even a,
superficial inspection. There are several
counts in the indictment he framed
against the Government. The Workers'
Homes Board -will not advance money-
for what pnrposel-to buy jerry built
houses; but prefer to add residences to
those already erected. Freights onl fertili-
sers have been raised. The Perth tramt-
ways are being run at a loss. The min-
ing industry has not had a chance. The
gold yield has gone down for the first
five months because of an industrial
trouble at Youanmi last month; because
of that, the only industrial trouble in
the mining industry which we know of,
the gold yield has gone down. The
sleeper contract has been buingled. The
Government are selling meat too cheap.
The Minister for Education has framed
an obnoxious regulation. Immigration
has fallen off. WTe have increased the
public debt by £E20 a head. The State
Savings Bank profits have decreased.
Our exports have dropped. Imports have
enlarged. The selection ballot and pledge
-- adopted not only by the Labour party
but also by the Country party, two re-
presentatives of whom we have in this
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Chamber-are excrescences on the Consti-
tution. And last, but I suppose not the
least, the members of the Ministry have ex-
plaited the leasehold lands of the Crown.
It will thus he seen that the hon. gentle-
man was at his best, and did not hesi-
tate to introduce the personal element in
order to give a finishing touch to his at-
tack. With regard to the statement that
M1inisters have exjploited the leasehiold
lands of the Crown, if they have been
doing so they certainly have not been ex-
pbiting the conditional purchase lands,

wvhich "'as done by sonie of our prede-
cessors. And whlen I make that remark
I intend no reflection on those gentlemen.
They had a perfect right to do so, pro-
vided that they did not utilise any in-
formation not available to the general
public. With regard to the statement
made, I may say that Ministers did-it is
well known; they made no secret of it---
select pastoral areas in the State. But
where did they go? To far distant Eucla,
a rabbit and dingo-infested locality, and
they took uip pastoral land. They have
no security of tenure whatever; the land
can be resumed at any time by ally Gov-
ernment without one penny compensation
being paid, except for improvements that
ore in accordance with the law. This land
was open for selection for years. It was
taken up) years ago and abandoned, and
the same opportunity of securing it was
available to everyone else in a similar
mieasure as it was to -Ministers. Mr. Cole-
batch touched on the increased rate on
fertilisers carried on thle Govern-
muent railways, and Mr. Baxter also
alluded to the same matter. The reason
for the action of the Government will be
found in the report of the Commissioner
of Railways for 1913. The Commissioner
ws ote-

Fertilisers are carried at Yd. per
tbu. per mile-a rate whieh, I believe,
is ivithiout parallel in Australia. It
whis infviodnaed in November, 1907; the

*grou-nds for its adoption being the en-
'eoirmennnt of 'wheat-growing, and the
- 4eCeloj'uieat of'neik agricultural areas.
.It wag aid then, that the fertiisers
-wonil& be'chtriea' in wav'Obs which other-
wiisd would rin etdpt$' t6 the country

to return to the coast laden with wheat;
that it wvas necessary in order to induce
the more general use of fertilisers, and
so increase the yield per acre; and that
the low frieghit granted would foster
tile prosperity of the agricultural in-
dustry, and thus in other directions add
to the revenue of the Department.

Trle Commissioner then showed that the
fertiliser traffic had not been arrangedl
as expected, and that for tile year 1912413
only 62,184 tons of fertilisers were
hauled an average distance of 170 miles,
at a loss to the State of £27,594.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is there anything
about the rate on coal in that report?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I wvill
touch on that later. 1 think all who give
this matter imp~artial consideration will
agree that it wvould be unfair to the gen-
eral taxpayer that this state of affairs
should continue. The increased rates re-
present no great burdea to the farmer. It
is estimated that a 5-ton truck of fer-
tiliser is sufficient for 150 acres. The in-
creased rates are as follows :-For 50
miles, 3s. 9d. per toil, or 1.50d. per acre;
for 75 miles 5s. 4d. per ton, or 2.1d.
per acre; 100 miles, 6s. 3d. per toni, or
2.50d. Ijer acre. From these figures it will
be seen that the increases range from
I1%1d. to 21 d. per acre, according to the
distance hauled. The average yield iii
conneetion with last season was 12
bushels to the acre, and on that basis the
nmaxinmunm increased cost per acre. owving
to the imiposition of fertiliser rates that
will enable haulage to be carried on wvitlh-
out loss, would be one-fifth of a penny
I-r bushel. The old rates meant
a positive loss to the department,
and tile new rates imposed by the
Commissioner of Railwvays will leave
110 margin of profit. *The expenditure on
working railways in Western Australia is
heavier than is the case in the Eastern
Stntes owving in some measure to the high
cost of fuel and water. The interest bill
also is increasing rapidly in consequence
of the enormous-

Hon. H. P. Colebtem: Cost of eon-
structioni.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
expansion of railway construction in this
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State throug-h the agricultural districts.
The net result of the operation of the spur
lines through the agricultural districts for
1912-13 was a loss of £47,878. Now, the
Government are desirous of assisting the
struggling farmers in every possible way.
They have shown that Lhdy are so desirous
in at practical manner since they have been
in office. Bitt the rate enjoyed previously
in connection with the carrying of these
fertilisers was not only enj oyed by the
struggling farmer but also by the old
established farmer who was in a perfectly
satisfactory jposition to pay for value re-
ceived. We were carrying these fertilisers
a~t a loss for the old established farmer
wvho had thousands of acres under cultiva-
tion and who wvas in a position to pay
the Government for the value of the ser-
vices rendered to him by the railways of
the State. 'Mr. Colebatch has alluided to
what hie called the attitude taken up by
the Premier wvith regard to the increase
in I he fertiliser rules and the increase on
the freights of Collie coal. He stated
that a deputation of coal miners, the
political supporters of the Government,
had wvaited oil the Premier, that the Pre-
m~ier had received them and promised that
the matter would be referred to a Comn-
mijssion, but that on the other hand, the
farmers who had desired ac. interview
with the Premier in regard to the imposi-
tion of fertiliser rates had had their re-
(1iiest refused. The request was ref used,
that is quite correct, and it is the only
portion of 'Mr. Colehatch's statement
wvhiclh w"as correct. The deputation which
waited on the Premier was not a depota-
tion of coal miners, and it was not made
up of supporters of the Government. It
was a deputation of the mine owners who
were hostile to the Government and the
Premier did promise to get a Commission
appointed to go into the matter.

Hon. E. M. Clarke: They got a re-
duction.

T[he COLONIAL SECRETARY: As
to whether the increased rate should be
reduced, a proviso was made. The Gov-
erment would not even make the con-
cession of a Royal Commission until the
mine owners had agreed to supply the
Government and the Government depart-

[J1.4

met:including the Lramway system, at
4.aton instead of 6s. a ton as they had

tendered. The coal rates are not so anl-
profitable to the railwvay system as the fer-
tiliser rates. Coal rates are 1/d. per ton
per mile, whereas fertiliser rates are 1/d.

per ton per mile, the lowest in Australia,
if not in the whole world. The hon. get,-
tleman also commented upon the reguLla-
tions under the Education Act in regard
to scholarships, and stated that the prin-
ciple was a rotten one. I can say this,
that if it is a rotten one, it is a principle
which has received endorsement through-
out Australia. At any rate, three Aus-
tralian Slates have acted upon the same
principle. The position is this, that until
this year candidates of the secondary
schools at which these scholarships had
nlever previously been held were not
allowved to comp~ete. Some restrictions
had to be imposed. The Government pro-
posed to make a concession, but at the
same time they had to exercise some de-
gree of caution. At the suggestion of the
headmnasters of the secondary schools, who
were met in conference by the Director
of Education, it was decided to make the
scholarships open to all wvith an income
limit if the latter was thought necessary.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Are you awvare
that the headmsi ers unanimously deny'
that?

Tme COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
was not aware of that. This statement
which .1 give to the House was made by
the Director of Education. The action
taken, at any rate, was in the interests of
time non-State schools which previously
had received no recognition whatever in
the matter.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Every one of the
headmiasters denies this.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
must be remembered that the State high
schools are still free and that this is
equivalent to a scholarship, covering a
term of years, and all who are admitted
can even now receive their education free,
but if the income is in excess of £250 a
yeTar the Government refuse to supply
them with free board and lodging. In
New South Wales, Victoria. and Queens-
land such scholarships are open only to
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children of parents with a limited incomue.
In New South Wales the total income
must not exceed £200 or £50 per annuml
for each member of thle family; in Vie-
toria it inu.4t not exceed £250, whatever the
size of the family. in Queensland it
mnust not exceed £156 per annum or £50
for each nmember of the family. Our re-
gulations in tis connection are niore gen-
erous than exist in any other of the Aus-
tralian States.

H~on. 11. P. Colebatch: Why did you
not put the regulations onl the Table of
[lie House?

The COLONI'AL SECRETARY: The
hioil Mr. Colehatch had sneered at the
references in the Speech to the profitable
working of the Perth iraniuways. I1 think,
however, the lion. gentleman was speak-

igwithout his book. For the eleven
months of the year the earnings from the
Perth tramways were £107,495. The
operating costs, including rolling stock
and expenditure onl the track, ouitbuild-
ings, and £9,166 spent on repairs,
amounted to £65,479, leav~ing a balance
of £41,016. The interest, of course, has
to hie debited against that, but there is
rio need to provide for depreciation. The
asset is not only fully maintained,. but
is event enlarged out of revenue. There
is no nieeessity. eonseriuently. to wake any
provision for depreciation. The track is
kept in order, and if any rolling stock is
required it is purchasedl, anld so right
along the line. He says that the "piw-
echase of thle I rams was the first specific
act of centtralisation I hat can be charged
against any Government." It is very
hard indeed to take the lion. gentleman
secriously or to discover how hie arrives
at such a conclusiotn. Of course we will
be prepared to aditi that the City) must
benefit iudireetir to a very considerable
extenit front (lhe fact that the trains are
ntionalised. but that is not a proposition

whichi will be accepted by the lion. gentle-
m~an for one moment. It is very stranze
indleed, if this was an act of centralisation,
that it was opposed iii this Chamber aid(
in another tplace by, every, member who is
representing thle City in either House.

I-nil. 11. p. Colebatchl: Oh1, no0

'rte COLONIAL SECRETARY): N.\ot
only wa-; it opposed, but it was character-

ised as eoi~tiseatioii and described as day-
lighit robbery. T'here was even ail attettpt
Iiade by Mr. Sontme rs to bring Mr.
) iollov Itere to tite Bar of the House in
urder thIat hie iidc lprotest against the
robberyv liat was about to be perpetrated.
This house gnve-itS sanction, however, to
tie itiensure which was introduced by
the Governmnent., although Mr. Cole-
hat cit endeavroured to kill the Bill by
d oivin,- that it be read "this day six
mjouths." If the pinchase of the Perth
iramnwavs was an act of centralisation,
the firs t specific act of centralisation
which has been committed by any Gov-
ertuneut in the State, this House lent its
approval to the deed. We now come to
lie question of butchers' shops. Mr.

Colehatcli stated that 1,500 people
were getting cheap meat anti that
:500,000 were paying for it. The
tunie, however, has altered very much6
sitice this matter was first discussed in
the Legislative Council. Twelve months
ago lion, members ridiculed the idea that
thle Government were selling cheap meat.
They stated that we hadl not brought down
tie price of mieat a fraction of a penny
in the past. Now it appears that the
checap mueat has arrived at last. It is
said that we are selling it at a loss. Cer-
tainly,. for three or four weeks last year-
we were actually selling- at a loss of abouit
£C30 a week, but we have soon pulled our-
selves together. The idea of thie 2Eiuister
For Agricolture, who controls this par-
t icular department. is to preserve uni-
form prices throughout thle year. Ho
h~as done so, and highly successfull'y too.
It is stated that because the price of
itnutton is high at the present time. thle
State steamers have failed in achtieviiig
he object for wvhichi they were bought.

Bunt everybody shouild know that the State
steamners were not pttt onl to bring down
thle price of mnutton in particular. hut
ecpeciolly to briiig down the price of
beef. and they have fulfilled that object.

Thvhave brought down to the metro-
1,olhan area a ennsiderable quantity of
meat since thley were put oin.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: To the beef
biceaneers.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I will
dleal with that presently. With regard to
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the State steamers. I think that the re-
marks of Mr. Holmes are suffiient
reply to all criticism which has been
indulged in in connection with this par-
icalar eniterjprise.

Hon. J. J. -Holmes: Do you men my
remarks on the administration?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
feel that no Government which w~ilI ever
get into power in the future will dare to
take off these steamers. Mir. Holmues's
argunients in reference to the proposal
are, in my oIpinion. unehallengeable. He
stated that the producers of the 'North-
W\est were as much entitled to con-
sideration as the prodncers of the
,South. 'Wheii we come to consider
that in order to assist the agricultural
industry this; State is prepared to suiffer
a loss of soniething like £E49,000 a year in
connection with our agricultural railways.
and surel 'y when this question of provid-
inz these sinall. producers in the North-
'%est with facilities to bring dow-n their
stock to market is also considered. eriti-
cisin should he silenced. What was the
position beore the -State steamers were
put on ? No small holder had an oppor-
tunity of getting his stock to market
diieet. Ev er yone was considered a small
holder who was prepared to ship no
inore than 3,000 head of stock. He w'ho
had less than 3.000 head of stock to ship
was regarded as a small holder. Conse-
juently' lie coudd not get any aecounno-

datiun from those -who were ru-nning the
ships. Unless lie wvas prepared to send
down 3.000 head of stock in five or sixK
different shipments, the steamship com-
panies bad no lime for him whatever.
All that has, however, been removed.
The State steamers have been put on,
even' accommodation that was necessary
lies been supplied to the producers in
the North. Some of -Mr. Holmes's state-
mnents were inaccurate, but I propose to
deal with these later. In regard to the
Esperanee railway, I am only making
brief reference to it now. I shall havle
ample opportunity at a later stage of
gooing fully into the question. There is
a Bill coining down and it will he neces-
sary for me to introduce it. Members
will no doubt express their feelings in

counection with that project and I shall
have an opportunity of replying to them.
There is no doutbt that the official re-
ports supplied by. the Registrar General
require to be, dealt with, If these re-
ports were a sure indication of the value
of the district as an agricultural pro-
ducer I do not think it would he possible
to justify-A time undertaking. I can
assure the House, however, that these
figures are asolutely misleading throughi
no fault at- all of the statistician.
LMr, Colebatch supplied figures which I
accept as correct, as to the extent of
land in the Esperanee district, under cuil-
tivation. His figures showed that there
were 1,574 acres under wheat, 2,117 un-
der wheaten hay, 41 under oats, and 279
under oaten hay, making a total of 4,011
under cultivation there. T deny that
there are anything like 4,011 acres under
proper cultivation throughout the whole
of thie Esperanee area. I was down there
last July and got into touch with a great
majority of the producers in that dis-
trict. I saw many farmers, and those I
did not see I got information about, and
from mi-y observations andl from -what I
could glean, I can say that there aire not
more than 700 acres of land in that dis-
trict Lnder proper cultivation, as w e
know it in the other agricultural dis-
tricts of Western A ustralia. At Grass
Patch I saw 160 acres under proper cul-
tivation at 31r, Thompson's farm; I saw
200 acres cultivated by Dr. Richardson,
and also 200 acres cultivated by his son.
I saw 10 and 20 acres at different places
cultivated in the best possible manner,
and in every instance where proper
methods were adopted the crop was
everything that could he desired. With
regard to the crops of Dr. Richardson
aud his sont, and Mr. Thompson, I
had not seen any like thema iu other
districts of the State. If hon. members
would only give the matter a moment's
consideration, they would come to the
conclusion that there was no likelihood
of such a large acreage as that nientioned
by Mr. Colehatch being under cultiva-
tion there. There are 56 settlers all
told in that agricultural area, and that
number includes the owner of Grass

386



[COUNCI L.]

Patch farm. IC all the 56 settlers culti-
vated their land it wvould mean an aver-
age otf 7, acres each in order to make
up the 4,011 acres quoted. The thing is
preposterous. In miany instances very
large areas have been merely scratched,
but as for cultivation, there is nothing
approaching the area quoted. The pro-
cedure adopted is that the land is mu]-
leaksed , and while live roots are still
in the soil, the ground is merely
scratched over and no fertilisers are
used. It costs £7 a ton to get
fertilisers. to this part of tile
State, so that hon. members will see the
impossibility of using them there. As
these areas have been merely scratched
over, the statistics furnished to the
Resgistrar General and which are read
by members of Parliament and the pub-
lie,' are misleading and will continue to
be misleading.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Will you sab-
mit details when you bring down the
Railway Bill?

The COLOINIAL SECRETARY: Ilam
prevented from doing so. All these re-
turns are confidential and cannot bemade
public, If I were in the position to sup-
ph'y members with the information in re-
gar-d to the individual crops, .I would pro-
bably be able to clear the atmosphere in
an effective -way. But even according
to Mr. Colebatch's figures-

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: They are not
my fig-ures, they are official figuires.

The COLONIAL SECR8STA RY: I amn
throwing the responsibility on the lion.
gent lemana.

E1on. 11. P. Colehatch: I refuse to take
it; they arc the Registrar General's
figres.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
lion. member submitted them, and I
accept them as correct, and I be-
liave they are. According to those
figures, during 1.912-13. 2.672, acres
were under cultivation, and last season
the acreage was 4,011, an increase of 65
per cent. in one year. Doies it not show
that these settlers have some confidence
in tile district, whlen, though this 1hou1se
has repeatedly refused themn the railway

which they desire, to enable themn
to carry their produce to market,
they have gone on increasing the
acreage under cultivation ? At any
rate, it is clear that the 'y have
increased it by 65 per cent, in one year,
accordinig to thle fig-ures supplied by Mr.
Coichatch, and which I believe are cor-
rect. -Mr, Colebatch appeared to favour
the th~rough line. He did not say so ex-
actly, but many who are not aware how
lie voted in vonnection with the project
previously might be apt to conmc to such
a conclusion. When we brought down
the Bill for the construction of the rail-
way before, thie hou. member voted against
it. 1 ami not in a position to say whether
lie spoke aigainist it; at any rare he
showed his opposition to the proposal.
His remarks with reference to thle isola-
tion of the land I do not propose to
stress. At the same timne they
show a narrow spirit, and if the
principle contained in the contenition)
were acted upon, it would mean that
we should confine the development
of Western Australia to areas already
in touch with the railway system. Then
the lion, member went off ]ike a Maxim

unin reciting the iniquities of the 0eov-
erment. Hie said that the Government
had increased the public debt to the ex-
tent of £20 a hlead. They imay have done
that, I have not taken time to go into the
miatter, but if the;' did, the Government
did so largely with the approval of the
lion, mnember himself. The Loan Esti-
mates are submnitted to this House once
a year, and I have seen lion. members
examining- them very carefully. I have
heard criticisml of the policy' of the Gov-
ernmeont. and of their proposed under-
takings, bil., perhaps ill regard to State
enterprises, I do not think that during
the past three years there has been any
adverse comment onl any of the other
Undertakines which have been submitted
by tile Governmnent to this 3[oiise for its
f-onsideration. .[. admit that not only
the hioi. member but other hion. mnembers
have shown strong opposition to tile
trading- enterprises of the Government,
but tire money spent in connection with
these euto(rnrises is mierely a drop in the
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ocean. Tile total amounts to something
like £241,000, and it has been said that
the Government heave raised something
like £Z10,000,000.

bItI. E. M1. Clarke: You are out out
of the wood yet.

The COLONIAL S4ECRETAR.Y: 1
am pretty wvell certain and I call justify
lay statement, that A-Nr. Colebatch and
other members wvould have increased the
public debt considerably more if thefy
had been afforded an opportunity to do
so. We find evidence of that last session
in various ways, and in speeches made inl
the debate onl the Address-in-reply. If
Ave accepted lite proposals of lion, mem-
bers of tis House, the public debt would
not only be increased £E20 per head, but
it would hiave been increased something
like £4. To give lion. members all idea
hlow the public debt had been increased,
I will furnish a few items-only a fewv
-I have not had time to go into the mat-
ter thoroughly. Thle wvorkers' homes were
responsible for £529,000; railway exten-
sions for £3,400,000. Is there any ob-
jection to these proposals! Everyone is
in favour of workers' homes, and every-
one wants railways, and when I rose in
iny place to move the second reading of
Railway Hills last session lion. members
said that there was 110 necessity f or
speeches.

Hon. J. J1. Holmes;: Not if we are
getting value for our money.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Perth trains were responsilble for
£500,000. The Legislative Council ap-
proved of the purchase of the tramway
system. On mnmnvration-and it is said
that wte have done noihinig in this direc-
tion-we spent £2007000. The Agricul-
tural Bank-there is no objection to this
instituition. surely-wivs responsible for
£621,000, while, in reg-ard to the State
implement works-and I am sorry to see
thlit we hlave lost one ardent sup porter
in Mir. Patrick-we spent £40,000.
Water su1pplies and sewerage wvere respon-
sible for £0681,000, and the Fremantle
harbour for £201,000. These are only
a few items, but they show what we are
doing- in order to develop the material re-

sources of Western Australia. The total
amounts lo £6,170,000. Then there is the
developmlient of agriculture. A huige slim
lias been spenit int) tat direction, as "well
as ill the developmnen t of mining. Mlr.
Colebateb said in regard to iniigration
that we were drifting, and that the other
States had been doing more. Let us see
wvhat the other States (lid in thle 12
months ended 31st December, 1913. These
returns are made uip for the calendar
year, since when I do not think any re-
turns have been made available. ]in that
period Victoria introduced 12,146 imnli-
graints, New South Wales 9,861, Western
Australia 7,708.

Hon. Fl. P. Colebatch: It is siuce then
that I spoke about.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
Queensland 4,758, and South Australia
a2759. Whlen 'we come to consider the
population of Victoria and New South
WVales, and also consider the size and
population of Western Australia, mem-
bers will see ill proportion to the popu-
lation we have done vastly more than any
of thle other States.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: But it is since
then that [ refer to.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
'There was a lull in the first quarter. The
second quarter showed an improvement.
The h ill was not dute to any action onl the
Ipart of the Government. I was going to
read to members an extract from the
speech nmade by Sir Newtonl Moore, the
Agent General, at the WVest Atustral ian
dinner, butl Mr. Patrick has saved mie
that trouble. Sir Newton 'Moore stated
deffinitel y that lie had not been asked to
call a halt in regard to iiwuigration, but
I will admit that, owing to the better-
ment of the industrial conditions of the
Old Country, there has been difficutlty in
gettimre immigrants. Another reason is
that there were certain arrangements
made w'ithl the Eastern States. They pro-
posed to fall ito line with us, buft the
JpronarSo was not adhered to. TPhere is
anoAter reason whdy tile illtrodiuctioni of
immigrants into Western Australia has
not been on the scale -which hitherto ob-
tained. Reference has been made to the
fact that our Savings Bank deposits are
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deere~qsig. Everyone expected that, and

everyone knows the reason for the de-
crease, and Mr. Colebatch bettr t ha n
anyone else. There is competition by the
Federal institution at the present time.
That is solely responsible for the de-
crease. It is not due to any action of
the present Government or any feeling,
of insecurity. It is simply and
solely due to our monopoly bav-
ing been supplanted by the es-
tablishment of another institution
to comiete with that already in existence.
Again, as eomnpared with 1911 the hon.
member stated that exports are decreas-
ing and imports are increasing. I point
oult that the exports in 1911, which the
hon. member took as his basis, because the
previous Government were then in power,
included a very heavy export of gold to
India in connection with the Durbar. The
decrease is due to less gold and specie
bieing exported ini 1913 than in 1911, Dur-
ing 1911 our exports totalled £10,606.S63.
Of this, gold and specie represented
£7.019,967, leaving the balance £0,5S6,890
for general merchandise. In 1913 the ex-
ports totalled £9,128.607, of which gold
aind specie represented £4,370,263. hut
general merchandise amnounted to £4,758,-
34-4. We exported general merchandise
to the extent of £1,171,44S more iu 1913
than in 1.911. but in gold and specie we
went back. This may be due to business
exigencies or to the inscrutable designs of
Providence, but certainly the Government
are not to blame. The increase in the ex-
port of general merchandise of £E1,170,-
000 shows that the country is prosperous
under the pre.sent Administration. The
trite indication of the permanent wealth
of a country is its export of general mner-
ehaudise, and it will he seen from the
figures that during the last three years
our exports in this direction have in-
creased beyond all anticipations. The
reason for the increase of imports is very,
obvious. We have been carrying out a
very heavy public works policy. It has
been stated that we have borrowed ten
millions of money; this is news to ine.
'We have borrowed a considerable amount,
but we have been carrying out a public
works policy without parallel in the his-

tory of the State for a sinmilar period.
We .have been introducing large quanti-
ties of material, quantities far in excess
of anything imported previously during a
similar period. And not only has the
State been making heavy importations in
this respect but the Federal Government
also, in connection with the construction
of the Trans-Australian railway. There
is one solitary item apart from rolling
stock and machinery, iiamely jute goods,
the increased importation of which since
loll amounted to £153,000. The hon.
Afr, Colebateli should be about the last to
complain regarding the increase in im-
por'ts in consequence of his attitude in
connection with the Irrigation Bill, the
object of which was to make this State
self-contained. If that Bill had become
law when it wvas introduced by the present
Government three years ago. we would
be well on the way to provide a remedy
against these heavy importations of food-
stuffs which should be produced here. An-
other complaint is that there has been a
decrease in the acreage of land taken up.
We admuit that this is so. hut there has
been more bona fie settlement. The boom
dakys when land was sold at excessive
prices, regarding which the lions. Mr.
Carson and M[r, Baxter so loudly comi-
plained last week, are over. Instead of
the speculator and the land-boomner being
in active operation, the hona, tide settler
Is going on thre land. To-day we are suf-
fering from the effects of the system in-
traduced by a previous Government, and
we have to bear the burden of the conse-
quences which have followed.

Hon. J. Cornell: St. George's Terrace
farmers have become a thing of the past.

The COLONI1AL SECRETARY: 1
appreciated very touch the tone of the
remarks of the hon. Mr. Holmes. They
were framed in a spirit which is all too
rare in this Chamber, in my experience.
1 quite expected that hie was a
chamipion of the State steamers,
because I had read in the Carnarvon
Times the report of an interview he gave
onl the day after his election, in which he
stated that his advocacy of State steamners
had induced mnany of the electors to vote
in his favoar. The hon. member had
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three or four opponents, ba -t all of those
gentlemen were in opposition to tire en-
terprise.

Hon. 4. J. Holmes: They want the
steamiers. but they want them run pro-
p erly.

The COLONIAL SECRETA\RY: It
thrat is so, the reporters could not have
,given a correct account of their meetings,
because front my reading of the reports
they were strongly hostile to the State
running a steams hip service, and if they
wvere alt in favour of it there must have
been -a strnge inconsistency somewhere.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The trouble is that
the steamers are mat rutn properly.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
arguments of the hion. member in
support of the service are unan-
swerable. I have given my reasons, and
it is not necessary to repeat them. Prey-
ionrs to the establishment of this service,
Port Hedland producers received no
consideration whatever from the shipping
companies. The Kimnberley district trade
engaged the whole of their attention. I
think this is perfectly correct, and I am
making a statement which figures will
p~rov'e to be accurate. In nil1 only 500
head of cattle were shipped from Port
Hedland, but in- 1912, when the State
steamners came int competition witi the
other vessels, 6,000 head of cattle were
shipped from that port. The result is
that Iprivate enterprise in this district
will be encouraged, and the same applies
hronghout the Kimberleys, and it will

before long result in large tracts of pas-
tural country being taken up by private
enterprise. I must offer an objection to
one of the statements made by the lion.
Mlr. Holmes. ile slated that our steamers
are earrn ing almost solely for large hold-
ers. This is not a fact, and I can prove
it. 'We have accommodated every snialt
Man who has applied for sprace to date.
Several small men have applied and have
been provided with accommodation. I
admit thlat there are instanlces where smanll

nr have secured space and have after-
wards sold their bullocks to large holders,
aInd the mobs have come down apparently
as belonging- to the large holders. But

this is a. mailer which dues not concern
the admainistration of the department.
H-ad we not placed the steamers in the
trade, the producers would not be able to
s ell their stock to tire large owners at the
prices which they now obtain. The hon.
Mr.' Holines muade a general statement and
1 wvill give a specific reply to it. This
year we are carrying stock for Bridge,
Breninan, F. Taylor, Alex. Dunbar . Ml.
J. Durack-who has no connection with
tire firmu of Connor, Doherty, & Diuack-
Robt. Sexton, Chas. Newman Boothy,
McDonald Bros., Farcquharson, Mortiiner
Kelly, Gordon Buchanan, Holmes Bros.,
the Stock Department, and the Aborigi-
nes Department. These are all small
owners. - The large owners for whom
we are carryin-this information
is taken from the 'books of the
State steamship service-arc Elder, S hen-
ton, and Connor, Doherty. We are bring-
ing down 7,800 head for the small hold-
ers, and we are bringing 1,819 head for
the large holders. I fail to see how it can
be maintained with any degree of acur-
acy that we are running the ship to bring
down cattle for the large holders of stock.
I may say also that the number of cattle
offeri~ng this season is considerably larger
than we cani ship, and a strong recoin
mendation was received from the acting
manager that wve should charter a vessel
in order to accomnrodhte the producers
of the North-West. After g iving the mat-
ter a great deal of consideration,' we caie
to the conclusion thant it was not wvise to
charter, and that if there was a necessity
for another vessel the hest thing thme Gov-
ernment could do would he to buy one.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Give them freezing
works and you will not want; to bay any
more steamers.

Tire COLONITAL SECRETARY: The
hion. Mrr. Holmes f(]Perred to the mortality
ainong the "lKwinana" stock. It is Cer-
tai nlI'v true that heavy mortality occurred
during the ilist two trips. It was aL very
trot suminmer in thre 'North, and the cattle
we-re tinrble to stand it. We started the
soazom much earlier this year than last.
During the first trip the cattle were
very greal['y overheated and were all
"tonguing" when placed on board, and
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some of them actually died in the yard.
The master of the vessel protested against
shipping cattle in this condition, but the
shippers insisted onl him carrying out his
contract. Since then the weather has been
normal. On her last trip, this steamer
brought down 780 head and there was no
mortality. On the previous trip she
brought down 716 head and only two
bead died. The "Western Australia" has
made two trips recently, and was free
from mortality. I wish to compliment
the lion. Mr. Carson on the tone of his
speeh; it was pre-emineilly fair. He
advocated the bulk handling of wheat;
the Government have already taken action
in this connection, and a board wvere ap-
pointed to thoroughbly investigate the
matter. The board's recommendations
are now nder consideration and definite
steps wvill he taken on the return of the
hon. Mr. Bath from the Eastern States.
The lion. gentleman complained of the
high prices charged by the previous Gov-
ernment for land to settlers in the dIry
areas. The Government have had this
matter in hand and before very long they
will announce their policy. I may say
that the Government are thoroughly in
sympathy with the agitation for the re-
duction of prices. Meanwhile nione of
these farmers who appear to be entitled
to consideration and who have been re-
commended by the board as worthy of
recognition, will suiffer hardship in any
shape or form if they' can be legitimately
assisted by the Government. The hon.
member statead that the State hotels were
not paying, and the hon. Mr. Patrick said
that only £2,000 profit bad been made
last year. It is surprising to me where
hon. members obtain such information.

Hon. W. Patrick: It is in the return.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member stated that no interest or
depreciation had been charged. The ho.
Mr. Carson made this statement through-
out his election, and it is altogether in-
accurate. The gross profits of the
Dwvellingmp and Gwalia hotels during
1912 and 1913 were £3,725 and £2,091
respectively, and the net profits were
£C3,208 and £C1,318 respectively. A hal-

anee sheet was laid on the table of time
House last year, but I daresay it was not
examined ny those hon. members whoi
have criticised the State hotels. At any
rate they appear to have very little know-
ledge as to wvhere to find out the financial
position of the hotels.

Ron. W. Patrick: I quoted from the
latest returns.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not
only is provision made for interest on
capital but for depreciation and for the
re-payment of capital. After making all
these debits, a very substantial profit is
shown. Besides this, every convenience
in the way of accommodation is afforded
in connection wvith the hotels, and the
money is provided out of revenue. The
Government are not anxious to show a
big profit in connection with the running
of those hotels. Air. Lynn pointed out
the necessity for some definite scheme
being decided oii in regard to harbour
improvements at Fremantle. That is a
matter which must be definitely settled
before very long. The Government fully
realise the position. It is a very big
question, and a wvrong move may prove
disastrous to the State. The House, I am
quite certain, does not expect the Govern-
niemt to rush into one or other of the
schemes which have been proposed, with-
out Mfinisters being first thoroughly satis-
fled that the scheme will be a success. The
matter has been giving us very serious
thought. "When we find one representative
of thle Fremiantle district in this House,
the hon. Mr. Lynn, tending towards
one scheme, and then find the hon. Mr.
Allen practically denouncing that scheme
and pointing oat the dangers which may
follow if that scheme were adopted, when
gentlemen who have so much experience
in connection wvith Fremantle as a port
and a harbour express such diverse
opinions, the. Government have a right* to
be cautious.

Hon. H. J. Lynn: But we have not ex-
pressed diverse opinions.-

Tme COLONIAL SECRETARY : In
such circumstances obviously it is neces-
sary that the Government should he very
car eful with regard to any move they
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make. At the same time, the mnatter is
one which c=jnot be very long delayed,
and the best possible method should be
followed in order to arrive at fility.
Thle deficit has been commented upon,
and to judge from certain speeches
one might comze to the conclusion that this
State had never had a deficit before.
The Mloore-Wilson Administration built
up a deficit of £46,000 until it reached
£.385,000; and it took them six years be-
fore they could show a surplus oil paper.
They showed that surplus through their
action in not paying £533,000 worth of ae-
counts which ought in justice to have been
dealt with byv their administration-ai fact
which, I am assured by the Treasurer-,
was commented upon by the Auditor Gen-
eral at the time. Now, the deficit can
very easily be accounted for. It was fore-
Seen. Certain steps were taken by the
Government which rendered the deficit
inevitable. It was due in no sense to mal-
administration. The Government delibe-
rately increased the salaries of public
servants and] extended the time for the
payment of land rents. The arrears of
laud rents amount to £150,000, and in
strict justice we should be given credit
for that amount by any person who at-
tempts to criticise us in connection with
(lie finances.

H-on. WV. Patrick: But there are al-
wvays arrears of land rents.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: These
aire ar-rears in consequence of extensions
of time granted by the Government.

Hon. W. Patrick : But you had the
same rev-enue all the time.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
should have had this revenue in the Trea-
sury chiest. Under ordinary conditions,
we would have had it. We might have
had it if wve had pressed the farmers for
it. The farmers would have found the
rent if we had pressed them; and in that
case the deficit to-day would have been
reduced by £E150,000. Further, the Gov-
ernment deliberately increased the sal-
anies of railway employees by £212,074,
of the police by £25,384, and of the teach-
ers by £E38,000. That is up to date, and
makes a total of £425,458. Those four
items alone account for the deficit of to-

dlay. I listened to the hon. -Mr. Cullen's
speech, and there is very little indeed in
that speech calling for a reply. The
hon. member confined himself mainly to
generalities and abuse. His principal
stock in trade appears to be vituperation,
with side-lines in the shape of funny
anecdotes and parables. He stated that
there had been a blight over the State for
three years, that Ministers were in-
petent, that they were worse, that they
were corrupt, that they were in office just
to serve their supporters, that they wvere
malicious, that they injured public ser.
rants from spiteful motives. No proof
at all was furnished by the lion, member
-it wvas unnecessary; Mr. Cullen's ipso
dixit should he considered all-sufieient.
Air. Cullen flings about aspersions with-
out any attempt whatever at justification.
Then with unparalleled effrontery, I say,
lie stated that this House cani realise the
non-party ideal. Just imagine Mr. Cullen
approaching the consideration of any'
questions submnitted by a Labour Govern-
mieat with a calm and unbiassed j udg-
went! There has bee,, a curious develop-
ment in connection with Mr. Cullen's
speech. It was delivered on the afternoon
of the 7th instant in this House, and on
the morning of the 8th instant the Great
Southern Herold published a supplement
purporting to be a report of the lion. g~en-
tleman's address, In that report, how-
ever. 'Mr. Cullen was made to say things
that he never uttered at all. There is at
series of specific statements, a sort, of dia-
logue-it was intended to be a dialogue,
but it had been mutilated, I suppose, in
the course of transmission by telegraph.
I daresa;' it was teleg-raphed to the Great
Southern Hlerald by some enterprising re-
porter late at night. The report contains
a series of specific statements which I am
sure must have been news to every bon.
member. The Minister for Works was
pictured as travelling through Wooroloo,
and then there was a graphic account of
an interview the 'Minister had with the
men employed in the erection of the sani-
loriuni. The important subject discussed
was smoke-oh. Ver 'y amusing indeed. I
will just read a few sentences. This is
supposed to he what Mr. Cullen stated ii'
this House-
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In illustration of M.1inisterial pander-
lug to the union bosses, it was only nie-
tcessary to cite the Mlinister for Works
at Wooroloo. The unaionist foreman
had given the mien four smoke-ohs onl
futll pay per day. The men modestly
asked that over and beyond these "sit
d]own" smoke-ohs, they, as good sup-
porters of the Government in office,
should he allowed to smoke all the time.
This was too much even for unionist
foremen, and the men downed their
tools. Thie Minister for Works said lie
would go up himself and settle the dis-
pute on the spot. He did so, and lie
took uip as his helper the secretary of.
the utnion, who was part and parcel of
the whole trouble. When Mr, Johnson
mnet the men they satisfied him that they
could do just as much work with their
pipes in their mnouths as they had done
without them.

And so on. Most interesting, but cer-
tainly not a correct report of the pro-
ceedings which took place in this House.

Miember: That is what he ought to have
said.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
may be what the hion. M2r. Cullen intended
to say, but in the course of his remarks
here he certainl tuade no reference what-
ever to this interesting episode. Now I
wonder very much whether the hon. gen-
tlemnan has any ground of complaint
against the reporter who telegraphed this
speech to the (h-eat Southern Herald,
which newspaper . 1 believe, is owned by
the lion. gentleman himself. Evil-doers,
as at rLule, shun the light; but the gentle-
man who telegraphed this report seenis
to seek the limelight, because he posted a
copy of the supplement inder cover of
an envelope to every membher of Parlia-
ment, I believe, and probably to every
public institution in this State. It seemns
lo me that in the interests of the House a
search should be mnade for this culprit .
and that every effort should be mnade to
discover him, When discovered hie should
be expelled fromn the gallery, because the
presence within Lhe precincts of the Chain-
her oC a scribe with such a fertile ima-
gination is a menace to the peace of hon.
mnembers. Now, if the accusations made
by Mr. Cullen are true-I mecan ihe acc-u-

salmons to which I1 have previously refer-
red, as distinct fromn what is stated in tile
slipplemnt- if I le Government are cor-
rupt, then Mr. Cullen shoul.d hlave thle
c-omrage ito say so outside, on the public
platform, or in le columans of his news-
pa per. Up to date hie hans refrained
fromi tak-ing this course. But tinder cover
of privilege lie mnakes statements which
hie knows very well no one can call upon
himn to prove. ]f hie hasz the courage of
his opinions ' lie will say outside what he
says here. If he wishes to make state-
ments which would possibly form the sub-
ject of a lproseclition tinder the Criminal
Code, he should be p~repared to make them
outside, or else remain silent. Again,
with regard to thie CollieNtarrogin line,
we have another of the characteristic re-
marks of that hon. member. Hie says-

The Government exempted only one
line from. the terminal charge, and that
line serves their supporters-the Coltie-
Narrogin line.

That is incorrect, and Mr, Cullen must
have known it to be incorrect. All the
main lines have been exempted from the
terminal charge. They always were. Dis-
trict charges were only raised on the Nar-
rogin-Darkan section when it was purely
an agricultural railway, and when its
traffic was purely for the requirements of
the local settlers. W"hen, however, the
line was completed to Collie, the whole
hecame a main line for the general use of
the State for the purpose of the car-
riage of coal and timber. The fact that
the ling was laird with] 60-lb. rails ought
to be conclusive evidence that it is a main
line, for no line laid with 45-lb. rails is
rega,1rded or treated as a mnain line in this
State. Next, the hon. Air. Cullen had the
auidacity to chide the Goverunment for noL
re-introducing the Plant Diseases MiR.
When I slated that I felt the House
had rejected the nieasure last ses-
sion, lie pooh-poohied the idea and
said it was nothing of the kind.
On looking up Hfansard I find that
an amendment was moved "That the Bill
he read a second timie this day six
mionths."1 However, thie amendment got
no support; and the measure went into
Committee. Then Mr. Ctdlen himself
moved "That progress be reported," and
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in consequence of that the Bill was
shelved. Sir Edward Wittenoom. and
others, including -Mr. Holmes and Mr.
Connor, have strongly supported the erec-
lion of freezing works at Wyndhiam. I
may say that it is a matter of which the
Government have not lost sight. They
have bcen giving thle subject serious con-
sideration for some time past. But there
is one aspect of thle case whiich I am sorry
was not dealt with by those who urged
the necessity' of establishing freezing
works at Wyndham, and that aspect is
the position held by the pastoralists who
control a large number of the stock in
that district, It would never do for the
Government to erect freezing works at
Wyndham and place themselves at the
mercy of three or four holders of stock in
that part of Western Australia. Very
large expenditure would be involved, and
unless some very definite agreement could
be arrived at, and, further, unless it could
be shown that the proposition was prac-
ticable, it Would, in my opinion, be un-
wvise to spend money in the erection of
the freezing works. If there is a way out
of the difficulty, if those who advocate the
erection of the works canl show that the
undertaking is justifiable, that the works
can he kept going for at least six months
of thle year, and that there will be no diffi-
culty in regard to dealing with the large
holders of stock in that country, then I
think they will receive a large amount of
Sympathy, and more than sympathy, from
the Government.

lHou. J. J. Holines: If you get a guar-
ontee that they will support it,. will you
erect it? Sympathy is no good.

The COLO,01IAL SECR ETARY: Sym-
pathy always goes before action, and the
Government have been more than sym-
pathetic, because they have acted.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: BAt thle Federal
Government have gone a good dleal fur-
ther.

Thew COLONIAL SEGR.ETARY: The
difference between the Federal Govern-
nient and our Government is that every
move the Federal Government makes is
published to the world. On the other
hand, when we make a move we say noe-
thing about it.

Hion. J, J. Holmes: Because it is not
wvorth mentioning-.

The C~rGNtA r. S E'CEfARY: Mr.
Baxter doubts thie soundness of the
claimis of thle present Government to be
thle friends of the farmer. ' certainly
expected sonie recognition froml that hoil.
gentleman, who comes here as a repre-
sentative of the Country party, and 1
dlid think hie -would be one of the first
to admit that thle Government had done
a great deal for the aigriciltuirists. There
is the £150,000 I referred to as arrears
of land rents, and there is the interest
owving to the Agricultural Bank, £67,879.
These people have not been pressed. Then
there are arrears for water supply,
X12,000. and seed wheat and fertilisers,
with othier direct assistance, £E90,606, or a
total of £E428,385; and not One word of) re-
cognition from the representative of thle
Country party. Every farmer in dis-
tressed circumstances wholi has app~roached
thle Government has got symp~atlhy, eon-
sideratlion and relief. It was rather
ungenerous, then, for TMr. Baxter to
speak of tlie losses onl thle State steamers
which help the small pastoralists in the
North, when we have done so much to
help) the agriculturists down here.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It is not Mr. B~ax-
ter's fault; hie takes Iris instructions from
cnucuis.

Thre COLON[AL SECRETARY: Mr.
Patrick has spoken on a subject in con-
nection with which he addlressed tile
IHouse last year, and to wihl t replied:i
yet the sameo old bogey is trotted ou1t
again. Mr. Patrick said the Government
have "done" thre farmners, and in sLupport
of that ])roposition lie refers to what
the Government have done relative to the
supply of seed wheat and fertilisers, and
what they have done in -order to secure
the repayment of the money which be-
longs to the Stale. He asserted that
caveats are lodged against leases and that
bills of sale are taken against growing
crops. And why not? Why should not
the Government take lproper security for
any money they advance to the agricul-
tural or the mining or any other com-
munity? I am surprised indeed to htear
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Mr. Patrick, who is a shrewd business
man, give utterance to the statement that

the Government should take no securit y
at all for any mnoney they advance in
this dlirectioii. HeI must remember that
we are dealing with loan moneys bot-

rowed from the British investor. What
would be thought if we acted on the prin-
cipic suggested bt'y tine lion. member and
it got abroad that we were handing out
fertilisers and wheat to Tom, flick and
Harry, without taking any security? We
wvouldi he denounced by all lion, members,
and rightly so, if we aceted as the hoti.
gent leman recommended. Although the
caveats are lodged against the leases, and
bills of sale taken over the growing crops,
the credit of the selectors, insofar as the
Agricultural Batik is concerned, is in1 no0
way affected. T' got that information
fro n Mr. Pateirson last year. When it
is a. Government bill of sale or caveat,
or when it is any form of assistance
rendered by the Government. it is not
taken into consideration by the Agricul-
tural Bank in estimating the value of
the security. Then the lion, gentleman
referred to the question of harbour ac-
conimodation at Oeraldton. lie said that
a tinkering policy will he of no use for
Gerahiton. I agree with that. We do
not want any tinkering policy, and I
do not think the lpresent Government
wtll adopt any tinkering policy. It is
the only Government which has serioiisly
tackled the question. Just prior to the
last general election, whet hion. Fr-ink
Wilson went up to Oeraldton, a depurta-
tion approached him and made a request
in connection with the harbour works;
but Mr. Wilson treated the whole thing
as a jokc. As soon as the present Gov-
ernmenut catne into power they realised
that it -was a serious question, aud bad
soundings and surveys made of the bar-
bour. which took a considerable time-,
and as soon as the surveys and soundings
were effeecd the people of OleraMlton
expected a harbour by return of post.
But a great deal of consideration lied to
be given to the question. There was a
numnber of schemes and,' as in the ease
of thie Frentnle harbour, they all had

to be carefull 'y and -autiously considered.
1 can assure the lion. imember that as
far as the question of harbour works
for Oeraldton is concerned, the Ulovern-
int are: fully alive to the situation, and
before long a scemne will be adopted
which will meet all the necessities of the
situnation.

Hon. WV. Patrick: I hope you will re-
member the size of the steamers trading
there.

The COLOINIIAL SSECRETARY: The
lion. gentletman, in addition to being a
shrewd business mnan, is an accomplished
accountant, and it surprised me very much
that hie should take the Treasury returns
as itidicative of profit and loss, He said
there was a deficit of £40,000 on the
iniplement works. That would be as-
tounding indeed if true. The figures are
correct, but they do not represent the real
state of affairs.

Hon. W. Patrick: They are all we have
to go upon.

The COLONI\AL SECRETARY: The
hion. gentleman should not comment on
the situation until he has something safe
to go upon. We have some 500 men down
there, and there have been heavy imupor-
tations of material and supplies, in order
that the works migltt be carried on for ai
time, exteniding. over several months;, and,
apart f rom that, everything sold from the
works is sold on long terms. The Govern-
ment are givinag credit to the farmers, and.
seitg this, how can the returns appear
in the Treasury figure-z. which deal only'
with financial matters-'? The lion. gentle-
main should wait till the balance sheet
cotties down.

Hon. AN". Patrick: That is too long to
wvf t t.

The COLONIAL SE CRETARY: Then
lie will be in a lposition to decide whether
there is a pruhit or a loss. But to publisht
to the world that there is a deficit of
£40.000 on the imaplenment works is very
unfair. It wvill get into circulation and
he believed. The financial situation of
the works has been grossly misrepresented
by' the hion. member. He is in good coum-
pany. because one of the leading news-
papuers was led astray to the same extent.
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1nit. .1. .J. }loltnes: It is your duty to
pout the House and th8 country right.

The COLO.0NIAL, SECRETARY: The
accounts have to hie made up, books have
to be written up), and audited by tite
Auditor General : and when all that has
been done a balance sheet will be sub-
mittedl. It was very amusing to hear meyi-
hers, claiming that the result of the Leg-
islative Council elections reflected the wviI1
of the people and should be taken as
indicative of the doom of the present Ad-
ministration at the approaching general
elect ions. Disaster may threaten the Gov-
ernament, but I contend that the Council
elections furnish no sate guide. Mly col-
league. the hon. Mr. Dodd, showed the
great progress which the Labour move-
ment bad made in regard to the Legis-
lative Council. This progress has made
it possible, as hie pointed out, for a Labour
candidate to run within eight votes of
a gentleman of Mr. Allen's ability and
popularity. The progress is very marked
indeed, Ten years ago a Labour Govern-
ment were ini power in 'Western Australia
and there was only one pledged represen-
tative of the Labour party in this Chan-
her; now there are five. Butt, owing to
present conditions, the Labour party have
no hope of gaining a majority in this
Chamber, and while those conditions re-
main, responsible Government will be a
farce so far as this State is concerned.
For one thing, tile franchise is confined
to a privileged section. But there is a
worse evil, namely plural voting. It is
possible under that system for a member
to lie returned to the house without hav-
ing thle confidence of the residents of the
province which. has elected him. As a
matter of fact, samie of these elections
have been controlled and dominated by
the absentee vrote, by the vote of the capi-
talistic class, who hate the Labour party
like poison. Two years ago, when I sat
for ieclection. I discovered to uty groat
'turprise no fewer than 290 absentee voters
on the roll. At one of the polling booths
2:33 lio ttil votes were recorded, Of these,
161i were for nix opponent, and the vast
majority' caine fromn the metropolitan area,
and the southern districts, while 71 were
for me.. and most of mine came from

within tar % own tprovince. During the
recent province election 1 visited Kat-
goorlie in connection with Mr. ilillington's5
candidature, and I discovered there were
200 absentee postal votes to come in
from the metropolitan area. While such
a system obtains members cannot reason-
ably claimi that Council elections are a
reflection of the will of the people, or
even of the people resident in the pro-
vince wvhich returns the member. The
Assembly elections are the only safe
gruide. Mr. Carson said that only one
Assembly election had been held since
the general elections. That is not a fact;
there. have been four. The Government
have been successful in three, and the
Liberal party won the other seat, but I
am of the belief that they will not retain
it very much longer.

lIon. J. J. Holmes. Not if you get the
Geraldton harbour going in time.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoomn stated that
I had ridiculed the members of the Legis-
lative Council. I am not given to ridicule
as a rule, and I certainly indulged in no
ridicule on that occasion. I pointed out
several socialistic projects which certain
anti-socialistic mecmber,~ of the House had
warmly recommended; hut I forgot all
about the State freezers at Wyndham,
for which Sir Edward Wittenoom is an
ardent advocate. Next time I go to Gerald-
ton I will he able to add to the list which
T supplied ott that occasion the proposed
State freezing works at Wyndham. Other
members of this House have spoken and
expressed their views. I have not dealt
with all of them. Some of the speeches
I have merely touched upon and others
1. have not referred to at all. I can assure
lhon, members that no discourtesy is in-
tetided. Indeed, in somec eases my omis-
sionl in this ease may be regarded as) a
token oF appreciation. I have listened
to those slteeches very carefully and
have fond themn both interesting atid
instrutctive. I can assure hon. members
thani in realising my duty I have come
to the 4-onclusion that I am not here to
carp and cavil at or to quarrel with bon.
tuemnbers hecanse they happen to hold
different views to myself. I am here I
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think to sunpl'y explanations to members
so far as I am in a position to furnish
them and to the best of my ability, and
do. remove misconceptions which may have
mi~sled lion. members and caused them
lo draw wrong- conclusions.

Quest ion put and rvassed: Address
adopted.

ADJ OURNMAENT- SPECIAL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drcw) I move-

That the House ad its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 2Stk .July, at 4.30 p.m;

Question passed.

House adjourned at 10.3 p.m.

Thursday, 16th July, 1914.

Questions: Fremantie Harbour (aninies
Land Taxation, valuations .. ..
Conditional 'urchase land .. ..
Laud survleyin, cost
Addreain-reply, conclusion

Paper preaented .. .. ..
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p1.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTfED
By the Honorary Minister (Hon. WV.

C. Angin) 1, By-law No. 15 of the
Municipality of Ocraldton, 2, By-law,
No. 112a of the Metropolitan Water
Supply.

QUEPSTION-FREMAXTlE HAR-
BOUR FACILITI ES.

Mr. CAUPENTER asked the Minister
for Works: 1. Are the Gov ernment aware
that the Fremnantle harbour was taxed
to its utmost capacity' during the recent
wheat season ?! 2, In view of the natural

increase expected this Year, what steps
are beintr taken to provide adequnate ac-
carnal adation and facilities for lhandling
tlie next wheat harvest? 3, What is the
total number of men now employed iii
connection with works to provide simtb
increasedi acomnmodation ?

The MIlNISTrER FOR WORKS r e-
plied: 1, Onl rare occasions there were
more ships awaiting berths at Frenmantle
than there was accommodation for, hut
this is by ino means anl uncommon vir-
eurnstance in the ports of the world. 2,
An amount of £290,000 has been author-
ised to he expended onl alterations to the
railway lines onl the 'North Quay and the
provision of stacking areas. Orders have
been placed with the Agricultural Im-
plement Works for the manufacture of
four (4) additional wheat loaders, and
q1 uotations are being obtained for six
t6) additional pedestal loaders. A small
commencement has beens made with al-
terations to lines. The scheme provides
for time handlin~g of 48,000 bags of wheat
.a day. 3, About 20 men at present be-
sides those employed by the manufac-
turers; of machinery. In addition to thar
.above, some 2:33 men are employed in,
extending the North Quay westwards
ad inl dredging, thle harbour, which form

a material Part of the extension of the
h arbour.

QUESTIONY-LANI) TAXATION,
VALrATIONSR.

Mr. LEWIS aisked the Premier: 1,
(a in information relative to valuations
for land taxation purploses be obtained
front the Commissioner for Taxation on
paymitent of a fee? 2. If so. what is thme
fee and( the usual procedure to obtain
this ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Land Tax
Ass~essments are, by Section 46 of the
Land and Iaconme Tax Assessment Act,
1007, open to inspection on payment of
thme prescribed fee. 2, The fee prescribed
by Ilegulation 49 is one shilling for the
inspection of entries relating to any one
taxpayer. On payment of this fee the
documents are produced for inspectim..
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